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' PENNISTON PORTLOCK POWNEY, EA. 


DRAR Sin, 


AM induced to preſent the Lilowlng 
1 humble performance to you from two 
reaſons : Firſt, becauſe I am ſenſible it is 
upon a ſubject you have much at heart; 
which under the ſerious ſuſpenſe which 
gave riſe to this effort muſt have cauſed you 
the moſt poignant anxiety : and alſo, from an 
impulſe of private friendſhip ; it being the 
quly opportunity I may ever have of teſti- 
| . fying 


x DEDICATORY PREFACE. 


fying-a juſt ſenſe of your obliging and con- 
fiderate attention to my intereſt upon a par- 
ticular occaſion, which eventually might have 
been propitious to my future comforts ; in 


which caſe, they muſt have originated in 


your native readineſs of mind, and activity of 
conduct, no leſs than in the moſt kind and 
neighbourly good will. But independent of 
theſe motives, to whom can 1 addreſs ; a diſ- 
courſe of this nature with more propriety, 
than to one ſo purely devoted to the family 
and intereſts of the illuſtrious perſonage, 


Whoſe eſcape and ſafety do moſt gratefully 


and ſincerely influence the ſentiments of the 
following performance ? What therefore it 
may want in merit, from any deficiencies in 
the order or manner of its execution, muſt 
be ſupplied by the value of the principles 
that diQtate the e undertaking, 


1 am very 9 2 that ome applogy i is 
likewiſe neceſſary for the ſeeming. negli- 
gence [ fear you wy diſcover i in this diſ- 

| courſe, | 


DEDICATORY PREFACE. A 
— but I aſſure myſelf of ample indul- 
gence from your candour, when you are 

informed that the whole work was fabricated 

and written fair under a very ſlow convaleſ- 
cence from two recent and ſucceſſive bodily 
complaints ; interrupted by the daily and un- 
remitted attention to the improvement of my 
pupil. And the propriety of delivering the 
ſermon on my firſt appearance at church 

(on account of the time that had elapſed 
ſince the alarming event) allowed me but a 

few days for the preparation of it; conſe- 
quently this haſty teſt of profeſſional exer- 
tion is not ſufficiently correct to abide the 

ſeverity of criticiſm. But as I had only in 
view to diſcharge an irreſiſtible call of duty, 
and having done the beſt my ſlender powers 
will admit, to ſatisfy thoſe under my charge 
of the bleſſings we have experienced, and the 
| happineſs of enjoying a peaceable and proſ- 
perous ſtate of government; I retire, with 
due reſignation, to my appointed obſcurity, 
and to the labours of my official and do- 


| meſtic eng gements, 
With 


xi DEDICATORY PREFACE. 


With my. beſt wiſhes for your welfare, 
and an uninterrupted ſucceſs in your lauda- 
ble purſuits, I remain, with om n 


Dear Sir, 
Your faithful friend, 
and obedient 
humble ſervant, 


HFinxworth, | 
Aug. 3oth, 1786. 
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PAE M xx. part of ver. 6. 


N ow know 1 that the Lord ſaveth his 
anointed. 


HE words of the text clearly imply 

theſe two points of doctrine ; that 

in ſome inſtances a more than ordinary in- 
terpoſition of Providence may be deduced 
from obſerving the circumſtances of a deli- 
verance “ Now know I;“ and that the 
ſafety of Kings is peculiarly fignified to 
be the object of God's care THE Loxn 
s AVETH HIS Ax OIN TED, I ſhall have 
abundant opportunity to evince the truth of 
both, in the particular application of them 
to the ſubject of my, preſent diſcourſes. .,.,, 
1 cannot introduce my return to you, 
my friends, with greater propriety from this 
place, than by an act of public praiſe to Al- 
mighty God for the late happy inſtance we 
Bs - have 
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have experienced of his merciful providence 
in the extraordinary preſervation of our 
moſt gracious Sovereign: a thankſgiving 
in which all preſent I am ſure will heartily 
Join me, as ſuch a deliverance muſt excite 
the pureſt exultation in the breaſt of every 
loyal ſubject, of every lover of his country, 
independent of thoſe private ſenſations of 
humanity which the danger of ſo eminent 
a perſonage, and fo upright a character, 
muſt naturally occaſion. Let us then adopt 
the advice of the prophet, by ** offering ſa- 
4 crifices of a ſweet favour unto the God 
* of heaven, and praying for the life of the 
* king and his ſons” (Ezra, vi. 10.): 
and as no offering is more acceptable to our 
heavenly Father than thankſgiving, for he 
declareth that . whoſo giveth him thanks, 
% he honoureth him;” ſo none is more 
eaſy for us to preſent, nor can we be ex- 
Cuſable if we withhold it. 
Chriſtian charity leads us ts aope, that 
the deſperate attack upon ſo valuable a life 
was the effect of inſanity in the object who 
attempted it, rather than any inſtigation of 
evil counſel. A machination ſo truly dia- 
bolical can en be W to find abet- 


tors 


| ($I 
tors in a ſtate like ours, and under ſuch a 
reign, In a land where univerſal liberty 
of conſcience is indulged, it could not ori- 
ginate in the blind and furious zeal of any 
religious pretender ; there is no probable 
foundation for the ſurmiſe; for it has been 
objected by ſome, that even too tolerant a 
ſpirit prevails: and ſo celebrated is our con- 
ſtitution by many writers, for its adherence 
to freedom of every kind, that the very ex- 
iſtence of party, in this country, has been 
ſuppoſed to flow from no malignant ſource, 
but from patriotic vigilance alone. 

Before I proceed to the immediate pur- 
port of my diſcourſe, it cannot be improper 
to advert to the more general benefits and 
bleſſings for which we are indebted to the 
care of Heaven ; and which I ſhall confine 
at preſent to three diſtinct articles. 

_ Firſt then, among the greateſt we muſt 
ſurely reckon that of being bleſſed with a 
prince, who, born and educated in this 
country, does intimately comprehend the 
eflence of its conſtitution, has all the ſtrong- 
eſt ties to endear him to it, and is endued 
with wiſdom, fortitude, and paternal ſpirit | 
to 228982 it. ; 
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5 
Secondly, The happy form of our juſtly 


admired government is the next object of 
continual gratitude to the Diſpoſer of all 
events, who has ſuffered it gradually to ar- 
rive to its preſent perfection; who has pre- 
ſerved it under ſevere aſſaults and ſhocks; 
and, like gold, produced it purer by the trial 
of its intrinſic properties. Attempts have 
been made at ſeveral periods, through falſe 
pretenſions of public zeal, to correct dif- 
orders it has been ſuppoſed. to have attract - 
ed, and the very life of the ſtate has been 
occaſionally endangered by the premature 
remedies that have been adopted ; but hi- 
therto, thank Heaven, it has ſurvived-every 
dangerous experimeiit of political quackery, 
and ſtands ſecure upon the baſis of its triple 
pillars. 

There is that agreement or affinity 1 in the 
nature and connection of human affairs, 
which renders the progreſs and ſucceſs of 
particular ſyſtems more practicable in ſome 
ſtates than others: as far therefore as any 
change may be accounted for upon worldly 
Principles abſtractedly, or is affected by a 
coincidence of human actions, it may be 


confidently aſſerted (from experience of me- 
lancholy 


(43 


lancholy record as to the attempt) that in- 
novation is not a plant adapted to our ſoil; 


the natural reaſon for this ſeems ingrafted 


in the origin and growth of the conſtitu- 
tion, which every one verſed in the regular 
ſtudy of Englith hiſtory may eafily. reſolve. 
Under the heavy viſitation of Heaven for 
the crying iniquities of our anceſtors, in thoſe 

times to which I here allude, a temporary 
revolution was in truth permitted upon prin- 
_ ciples inimical to the eſtabliſhed govern- 
ment of the country : deplorable were the 
grievances the ſtruggle produced, and marked 
on the innovating ſide with every thing 
unjuſt, unprecedented, and horrible. But 
when the Almighty in mercy ſuſpended his 
vengeance, that unnatural ſyſtem came to 
nought, nor could ſubſiſt under the united 
ſupport of prevailing party, uncommon ge- 
nius, dauntleſs fortitude, and a whole traiu 
of arts and engines that were employed to 
prolong its reign: not power and violence 
together, neither of which were left untried, 
could aught avail. Nay the very charac- 
ter, whoſe profound hypocriſy, treachery, 
and craft, had been ſo proſperouſly employed 
11 effecting the ruinous change, and lending 
B 4 c it 
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it apparent permanency, when left to the 
dictates of his own ambitious will, and no 
longer inſtrumental as a ſcourge in the de- 
crees of Providence, is known to have in- 
clined himſelf to a quite contrary ſpecies of 
authority from' what he had pretended to 
prefer, and had rendered that very ſyſtem 
acceflary to the moſt deſpotic ſway, which 


loudly, but falſely, boaſts the reputation of 


quite contrary principles: and, if the Divine 
goodneſs had not confounded his defigns, 
he would have ſettled himſelf in poſſeſſion 
of a dignity which he had exhauſted every 
will to degrade and annihilate; in the 


uſurped authority of an office, the juſt exe- 


cution of which conſtitutes the beauty and 
perfection of government, no leſs than it 


tends to the happineſs of the ſubject. So 


inconſiſtent, ſo deſtructive are the purſuits 


of inordinate ambition, and the counſels of 


wicked men; ſo abortive were the ultimate 
aims of that artful, deſigning, and enter- 
priſing phenomenon of lawleſs uſurpation; 


to ſuch a pitch of danger had the blindneſs 


and infatuation gf the "popes contributed to 
reduce them ! 

It is far from my inclination -to enter 

; upon 


— rꝶßöꝛ1 .. 
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upon any ſubjet of political enquiry; a Aa 
very different deſign engages my exertions 
now: and leſt this digreſſion ſhould be 
thought too long, I would humbly ſub- 
mit whether a ſhort retroſpect to theſe 
diſaſtrous times may not help to raiſe a pro- 
per ſenſe of our preſent happy eſtabliſh- 
ment, by reminding us of the ſtorms that 
have. gone over us, and thereby exalt the 
fervour of our grateful oblations for the va- 
rious and undeſerved mercies we have re- 
ceived from Providence. Under this idea 
alone I was induced to give you a faint out- 
line of former calamities; and hence 1 
think it may fairly be concluded, that if 
ever it ſhould pleaſe Almighty God to ſuf- 
fer us to be ſwallowed up by ſome extenſive 
and ſuperior power, in puniſhment for our 
manifold ſins, we may venture to pronounce 
the fatal viſitation nigh, whenever we ſhall, 
be ſo unfortunate as to ſee the component 
parts of our excellent conſtitution diſunited, 
and that we degenerate into any other form 
of government than the preſent. 

Infinite are the ways by which Omni- 
potence can effect his holy purpoſes; but 
withaut preſumption it may be affirmed, 

1 that 
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that ſuch a revolution would be the alarm- 


ing inſtrument of our downfall. 
The third particular of providential fa- 


vour that demands our united gratitude, is 
the quiet and flouriſhing conditi 


n of our 
country under an able and propitious admi- 
niſtration. And here every member of the 
community has a trial of duty impoſed, 
that requires the ſtricteſt integrity of prin- 
ciple to mark his conduct, or he is un wor- 
thy the protection of the ſtate he lives in, or 
to partake the benefits which are derived 


from the wiſe determinations of thoſe in 


power. Contributions muft be levied, in 
whatever hands the reins of government 
are entruſted ; they are poſitively unavoid- 
able; and it 1s certainly a miſtaken zeal to 
indulge ſuch cavilling at the mode, as may 
diſturb the valuable purpoſe of the end. 
Exceptions of this nature would be infinite, 
was every plaufible, ingenious objection 


attended to, that might occaſionally proceed 
from a covetous, an envious, or a partial 


Principle : repeals and emendations would 
encroach upon the time required for other 
buſineſs; and the beſt exertions' for the 


common good in e impeded and 


rendered 
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rendered fruitleſs. In ſhort, no ſet of men 
_ whatever but muſt be puzzled and diſcou- | 
raged by ſuch proceedings. GY 
If an exhauſted treaſury 1 is to be reple- 
niſhed; if the public credit is to be reſtored ; 
it is of ſmall concern what articles mark the 
means of furniſhing reſources, ſo they are 
productive; for it is incontrovertible, ſpite 
of all the deluſive and perplexing tricks of 
ſophiſtry, that the burthen is ultimately 
divided amongſt. the public, and the fub- 
ſcription will be always juſt and equal in 
proportion to the conſcientious compliance 
of individuals: and all thoſe who remain 
dead to the poſitive duties they owe to the - 
ſtate, in common with their fellow-ſubje&ts, 
will doubtleſs become acceſſary i in retarding 
the endeavours of government, let the taxes 
be what they will, more or leſs popular i in 
their deſcription. 
No denomination of ſubjects will think | 
| cherte particularly aggrieved, or deſire 
to be excepted, if they would view the mat- 
ter in the following light; for what can 
actuate the meaſures of any rulers, but -to 
effect the general good ? and whatever ap- 


parent exceptions may be advanced, as it is 
idle 


( 


idle to ſuppoſe any partial determination 
can be purpoſely contrived, the moſt candid 
conſtruction ſhould be Auen upon all *. 17 
ral acts of power. 

Every wiſe and upright member of the 
community, unprejudiced by favourite max- 
ims and private ends, will conſider the ſtate 
under which he lives, and is protected, in 
ſome reſpect as the patrimony of a large 

5 family, which is variouſly employed, when 
in a flouriſhing condition, for the general 
benefit of the proprietors; but which, if it 
ſhould happen to ſuffer injury by unpropi- 

i ſious events, is no longer able to afford the 

3 uſual indulgences, and therefore will require 

| the aid of falutary expedients to put it in a 
* train of recovering its former vigour. In- 

effecting this, it 1s very manifeſt the pro- 
prietors cannot expect to live in every 
ik reſpect as ſumptuouſly as before theſe un- 

1 foreſeen misfortunes happened. Theſe exi- 

gencies neceſſarily ſuggeſt ceconomy, to 

1 | render the unavoidable contribution more 

1 | tolerable ; nor can there be reafon for juſt 

it complaint, when this remedy tends to re- 
inſtate them in all their ſeveral proportion- 
ate degrees of comfort; and ſo far it can- 

not 
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not be denied, but that the prevention of 
the grievance in ſome degree depends upon 
| themſelves. And ſo far the analogy may be 
applied, to ſtop the clamour of the higher 
ranks ; who, by the way, have leſs eflen- 
tial reaſon to complain. 
If the caſe ſhould be extended to a diffe- 
rent claſs of men; to thoſe who earn their 
living by trafficking in the various articles 
of conſumption; they have alſo a remedy in 
themſelves, to obviate any poſſibility of op- 
_ preſſion, and which ſhifts the burthen diſtri- 
butively upon ſociety at large: the parti- 
cular modes they will employ are too evi- 
dent to need a mention, and perhaps might 
be exceptionable in a diſcourſe of this com- 
plexion. Even the pooreſt orders have yet 
the ſame prevention in their power likewiſe, 
by exerciſing a proportionable and neceſſary 
economy, which however is not likely, 
from the nature of things, to be ſo general 
as to defeat the ſufficiency of the ſupplies: 
and, after all, we muſt ſubſeribe invariably 
to the truth of the common obſervation, 
that deſperate diſorders muſt have deſperate 
applications; and whatever objections are 
FO ready to be ſtarted, it is but fair to re- 
ſolve 


0 
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ſolve them into that ſhare of imperfection 


which attends all ſublunary ſchemes and 
projects, which at beſt receive their chief 
commendation from the purity of the de gegn, 
as the event is ſubject to various uncertain- 
ties and diſappointments. 

Still, however wholeſome the remedy, it 
is undeniably irkſome to many; for it re- 
quires the utmoſt reſolution, and ſome wiſ- 
dom, to effect the recovery even of a private 
fortune, and to adopt the mortifying habits 


of ſudden and rigid economy : and as it is 


in the nature of moſt men who live by 
their own labour and induſtry, to wiſh to 
get all they can, -and to be unwilling to 


1pare any thing from their profits, but juſt 


as affects their private gratifications ; ſo the 
multitude, not attending to the neceſſity of 
the exertion required on heir part, ever have 
been and ever will be clamorous upon new 
levies; never conſidering how fatally the 
di ſorder might proceed, if timely cure was 


not preſcribed, and how much more ſeri- 


oully the property of every perſon would 
be affected in conſequence of a relaxation to 
reſtore the ſinews of government: where- 
an, if each private 118 would but exerciſe 


the ; 
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the plaineft judgment, and confider the re- 
lation in which he ſtands to the vaſt body 
of the people of which he is a member, he 
would ſoon be convinced of what is the 
actual fact, that, by ſubſcribing his honeſt 
portion to the exigencies of his country, 
| he is only acting the prudent part; he is 
doing no more than what is incumbent up- 
on every relation of a family, really inte- 
reſted 1 in its credit and proſperity. | 
Further, it is certainly matter of great 
„ in contemplating the caſe un- 
der this idea, that the characters employed 
in the work of recovering the efficiency and 
ſplendour of this declining eſtate, are no 
ways deficient, | but very exemplary as to 
genius, talents , Integrity, judgment, forti⸗ 
tude, and perſtve nab in the reſpective 
offices engaged in this good purpoſe, and in 
a mutual zeal to complete the work. I am 
here becomingly reſtrained from any per- 
Fonal application, through PECULIAR DELI- 
CACY OF SITUATION. But, alas! fo de- 
plorable is the degeneracy of the age, that 
if, to many of theſe qualities, I venture to 

add the reſpectful tribute due to purity of 
manners, confirmed by early and uniform 
5 practice, 
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practice, diſintereſtedneſs, or any unfaſhion- 
able virtue, it is to be feared the bare men- 
tion of what ſhould conſtitute the brighteſt 
ornament of our nature, and what muſt 
eſpecially dignify an exalted ſtation, will be 
apt to incur the illiberal reproach of licen- 
tious ridicule, if not furniſh ſubject of 
profane exception. 

I am prompted to offer theſe bers 
tions from the pure wiſh alone of raiſing 
your religious praiſe for every bleſſing, and 
to point out your- duty as good and __ 


ſubjects. 
But, amidſt this juſt detail of public bes 


nefits, the ſerious grief that lately threatened 
us, the melancholy relation of domeſtic 
woe, calls for due attention, though happily 
tranſient, Far ſhort of its real ſtate will 
be the deſcription of ſo ſad a ſcene; for 
never yet could language paint the oppreſ- 
five grief, the diſconſolate ſuggeſtions, the 
ſilent agonies of a wife's diſtreſs, or mo- 
ther's ſorrow. None poſſibly can conceive 
them, but thoſe whoſe pure engagements, 
and - endearing pledges, enable them to 
Judge of fimilar misfortune. The ſympa- 
thiſing witneſs of the ſtricken ſufferer may 
form 


1 
form ſome flender notion of them; but 
they alone whom ſad experience has viſited 
with the bitter portion, can fully eſtimate 
ſuch complicated miſery. In ſuch an aſ- 
ſembly ſome muſt have deeply felt this 
truth. 

If a ſlight view of private trouble can 
Furniſh us with an affecting picture; if, in 
the intricate liſt of the afflictions to which 
the happieſt ſtate is ſubject, we find nothing 
more productive of juſt regret, and heavy 
lamentation, than the removal of a parent 
from us; what an acceſſion of deſpondency 
muſt have marked the lot of the royal ſuf- 
ferers, from the important conſideration of 
their rank, and the ſerious nature of the 
calamity, had ſuch an irreparable loſs be- 
fallen them! The ſuitable proviſion, and 

future happy alliances, of a numerous and 
beauteous offspring, are intereſts of ſuch 
magnitude, that nothing but the qualified 
judgment and anxious affection of a father 
could ſafely manage. But if we fail in 
power to give theſe near concerns their due 
effect, how ſhall we expreſs the feelings 
which irreſiſtibly invade us, on contem- 
plating the highly reſpected object of this 

Vor. II. C inſup- 
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inſupportable ſuſpenſe—of that weight of 
ſorrow, which but for God's gracious care 


had been the afflictive portion of her, whoſe 
long and unremitted teſtimony of the moſt 


| benevolent attachment to her people has ſo 


firmly rivetted proportionable admiration 
and regard in all our hearts! The under- 
taking 1s too deeply intereſting : and in the 
room of ſuch a painful effort, let ſorrow 
give way to joy; let us avail ourſelves of 
the ſudden and happy tranſition of ſurpriſe 
her Majeſty experienced in the Royal ſafety; 
let us unite in grateful boaſt, that no throne 
in Europe can vie with ours, in ſuch a joint 
aſſemblage of amiable and uſeful virtues, 

Having now fully acquitted myſelf in 


: ſtating ſuch intereſting and leading particu- - 


lars, as I truſt are aptly introductory to 
the general intention of this diſcourſe, I 
proceed to enlarge upon the text, 
Daily experience too powerfully evinces, 
that it is an unfavourable characteriſtic of 
man's inconſiderateneſs and ingratitude, 


that he is often totally inſenſible to the 


riches of the bleſſings he enjoys, till rouſed 
by their ſudden loſs into a thorough ſenſe 
of the benefits he once poſſeſſed. 


6 The 


The irreſiſtible reflection that offers itſelf 
to our minds, upon a ſuppoſition that the 
late moſt unlooked-for attempt on the pre- 
cious life of our gracious Sovereign had 
been attended with fatal eliocs, illuſtrates 
the above cenſure. 

To us, whoſe belief in the Deity i is not 
only founded in the evidence of rational 
obſervation, but confirmed by ſcriptural 
teſtimony, there needs no arguments at this 
time to eſtabliſh a faith in the ſuperintend- 
ing influence of the Supreme Being. It 
muſt be obvious to the affent of every un- 
prejudiced mind, that the God who made 
the world ſtill preſerves and governs * 
and that nothing happens in it, but what i is 
ſubject to his controul, we have powerful 
conviction by the word of his own Spirit, 
as declared by the ſecond perſon in the 
ever adorable Trinity, our bleſſed Redeemer 
himſelf, when, in the ſtrongeſt figure that 
can confirm the wniver/ality and minuteneſs 
of this inſpection, it is affirmed, that not a 
ſparrow falls without Divine concurrence: 
from which inſtruction a ſure coneluſion 
may be drawn, that Infinite Wiſdom is not 


regardleſs of the fate of empires; but that 
4242 nn. 


a 
their well-being intereſts his direction. 
Indeed the doubt is ſolved by the immedi- 
ate queſtion of our Lord in the argument 


with his ignorant and faithleſs diſciples — 
Are ye not of more worth than many ſpar- 


„ rows?” If the hearts of kings are in his 
rule and governance, doubtleſs their perſons 


are proportionably inſtrumental to his holy 
purpoſes, and demand his care and interpo- 
ſition for their ſafety. _ : 

But further, if we have 4 to believe 
that the protection of good men in general en- 
gages the regard of the Univerſal Parent, we 
may juſtly argue, that the perſons of upright 
kings are peculiarly his care; as being raiſed 
by his unerring will to poſts of more import- 
ance in their charge, than what falls to the 
lot of the common rank of his creatures. Of 


this we have abundant proof in holy writ: 


it will be ſufficient to ſelect a few paſſages 
to the purpoſe.—. Touch not mine anoint- 


* ed, and do my prophets no harm,” is an 
injunction to be found in the firſt book of 


Chronicles, chap. xvi. ver. 22; and refers 


particularly to thoſe upon whom the Al- 


mighty profeſſes to beſtow an extraordinary 


degree of favour and attention. 'This is 
| ſhewn 


: 21 | 


| ſhewn more particularly in the perſons of 
David, Solomon, Ahaz, and Hezekiab, at 
all times when their deportment received 
the ſan&ion of divine approbation, and in 
the moſt ſingular and miraculous inſtances, 
as their reſpective hiſtories largely ſhew. 
And ſtill further to corroborate, that the 
ſacred office of the Sovereign was frequently 
the profeſſed object of divine regard, we ſee 
it extended to the perſons of ſeveral hea- 
then monarchs who acted up to the light 
they had received, and, by their humble 
aſſent to the partial evidences the Almighty 
was occaſionally pleaſed to grant them, be- 
came inſtrumental by their virtues to the 
furtherance of his merciful deſigns: among 
theſe we have a pointed inſtance in the cha- 
racter of Cyrus king of Perſia. 

| That good princes ſhould experience the 
reward of heavenly protection is perfectly 
conſonant with our notion of the Divir 
attributes, and correſponds with theſe fre- 
quent declarations of the fact: For mer- 
% cy and truth uphold the king and his 
& throne.” He ſheweth mercy unto his 

% anointed by GREAT DELIVERANCE, and 
& to David and his ſeed for evermore.” . 
C 3 But 
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But I will endeavour to eſtabliſh the 

doctrine of my text by a ſtill cloſer exami- 
nation of the caſe before us; that we may 
better eſtimate the value of the deliverance, 
and be moved to afcribe becoming praiſe ; 
that we may fully evince our belief of the 
poſition, ** Now know I that the Lord 
e faveth his anointed.” 
Whether, then, the unhappy perſon whole 
attempt was thus providentially fruſtrated, 
embarked in the horrid purpoſe from an 
impulſe of frenzy, which has proved to be 
the caſe, or (which I have ſhewn moſt un- 
likely) was ſo far deſerted by God as to 
preſent a fit object for ſo vile an act, in the 
flagitious counſels of ſome undiſcovered 
plot; it is moſt certain, that in ether caſe 
the danger to which our Sovereign was ex- 
poſed is no ways leſſened: the immediate 
intent was murderous, and a blow effected 
under either influence might have proved 
fatal, and involved as equally 1 in inenpreftt- 
ble misfortunes. 

We muſt attribute the hs eſeape, 
then, to the watchful arm of the Lord, by 
averting the direction of the blow; by per- 
mitting a ſaving preſence of mind to take 

place; 


„ 


place; in ſhort, by over-ruling the power 
of the evil ſpirit. 

It is alſo manifeſt, from enquiry into the 
further particulars of the event, . that no 
„king is faved by the multitude of an hoſt :” 
the truth of which text is here clearly proved, 
by the merciful intervention of a ſaving Pro- 
vidence; for it does not appear that the of- 
fender met with any interruption in her ap- 
proach to the attack: and though it may not 
be improper to ſuggeſt upon this remark, that 
however indiſputable the doctrine of the 
text, and that nought can divert the decrees 
of Omnilcience ; yet it no ways derogates - 
from a proper truſt in God, to employ all 

the becoming means of human ſafe guard; 

which, beſides the authority which reaſon 
lends it, is recommended by the long eſta- 
bliſhed cuſtom of princes of all ages, and is 
moſt forcibly enjoined in the ſecond book of 
Kings, chap. ii. ver. 8. in theſe words: 
And thou ſhalt compaſs the king round 
about, every man with his weapons in 
his hand; and he that cometh within 
„the ranks let him be flain; and be ye 
* with the king at his going out and at his 
coming in.“ A ftronger proof cannot be 
. advanced 
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advanced of the human reſpect required by 
God unto the ſacred office. But this quo» 


tation ſupplies us with a pleaſing opportu- 
nity of accounting for the cuſtom of diſ- 
penſing with INT Pow in the 
attendance upon our Royal Maſter; the moſt 
endearing cauſe preſents itſelf that perhaps 
the human mind is capable of conceiving, 
and cannot fail of binding every grateful 
ſubject more nearly in affection to his per- 
ſon. It is a teſt of paternal confidence, the 
moſt amiable and enlarged that can be in- 
ſtanced ; and flatters the general ſentiments 
of the people, no leſs than it dignifies the na- 
ture of their ruler : a practice that, I appre- 
hend, will find a precedent but in few other 


Countries. Vet, as before obſerved, from 


the marvellous eſcape we are now met to 
celebrate, it points out the expedient of fu- 
ture caution, and the employment of due 
and juſtifiable ſecurity. 
In honour of God's promiſes, the truth 
of which might be defended by a thouſand 


texts, it is an unexceptionable concluſion to 
infer, that an early love of virtue, an un- 
ſullied attachment to her dictates in all her 


ways, and an invariable perſeverance in the 


'S ; moſt 


wt 


tw 


moſt important duties of life, will inſure 
bleflings from heaven, will invite a more 
than ordinary protection; and, if time al- 
lowed, ſufficient proof of a more private na- 
ture might be adduced to aſſert the preventing 
favour of Heaven 1n preſerving the life of 
our King from fatal accident. Traits of the 
more pleaſing and domeſtic qualities are 
ſeldom conſpicuous in potentates, from the 
very nature of their ſituation ; their elevated 
rank ſeems 1nimical to their culture; and 
indeed ſo hazardous to any virtuous pro- 
greſs, that their beſt deſigns are frequently 
controuled by obſtacles inſeparable from 
their office : but where they do prevail, not- 
withſtanding theſe reſtraints, they muſt be 
allowed to increaſe in value from the rarity 
of the example, and hold out the nobleſt 
models of imitation. To: illuſtrate this 
remark, I ſhall cloſe what I have to ſay 
upon the ſubje& with one more circum- 
ſtance that 3 our higheſt admiration. 
It is the matchleſs deportment of the Sove- 
reign upon this LI and exaſperating at- 
tack. | 

It is no eaſy mi defray to calls | 


brate the excellence of temper with which 
this 
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this cruel inſult was received. The un- 
daunted compoſure, the Chriſtian forbear- 
ance, the compaſſionate commands, on one 
hand; and alſo the extreme caution and 
mercy of the legiſlature on the other, baffle 
all my powers which to extol moſt. 

If we turn our eyes to the ſpirit and 
practice of neighbouring nations, what an 
odious extreme is diſcernible in the compa- 
riſon! The bare ſuſpicion of a deſign upon 
the life of the monarch would expoſe the 
party to the queſtion; that is, an enquiry, 
exacted by inſupportable torture, into the 


cauſe of the crime, the accomplices, and 


every thing relative to the intereſts of the 


ſtate. Should the wretched object be inſti - 


gated to the perpetration of the ſhocking 
purpoſe by the Oates of a diſtempered 
brain, as in the cafe before us; only imagine 
the additional miſery to natural misfortune, 
to have a /oal/e confeſſion extorted by means 
of pain. Can any one but ſhudder at the 
idea of madnefs exaſperated by torment, and 
imaginary guilt extorted by ſuch inhuman 
engines? Do but reflect upon the horrors 
of a foreign priſon only; fo replete with 
barbarous vanity, that the pen of the hu- 

mane 


(8 Þ 
mane hiſtorian has been employed in regiſ- 
tering the melancholy picture: and as the 
moſt pleaſing tranſition, becauſe ſubſtantial, 
let us revert with grateful praiſe unto the 
very different eſtabliſhment of .this happy 
country, WHERE HUMANITY AND JUSTICE 
GO HAND IN HAND, WHERE THE $OVE» 
REIGN Is TRULY A FATHER TO HIS PEO» 
. 1115 i 

To conclude: Let this ſingular merey 
with which we have been lately viſited, 
and the hourly private and unmerited boun- 
ties we receive from a gracious and long- 
ſuffering Lord, ſtrike home upon our hearts, 
and animate them with a ſenſe of the pro- 
foundeſt gratitude: for if love does not 
awaken duty in us, nothing will. Let the 
recollection of God's great mercy, and our 
own foul unworthineſs, operate to the amend- 
ment of our ways; then ſhall we prevail 
upon him to continue his bleſſings to us. 

By this preſent humble act of praiſe we 
have paid one joint tribute of gratulation, 
with the reſt of our fellow - ſubjects through- 
out the realm, for the marvellous preſerva- 
tion of bis Majeſty's life: let us add our 
hearty prayers that he may be bleſſed with 

a long 


46 2 3 
. a long and happy reign, and health to go- 
+ vern theſe kingdoms in proſperity and glory; 
| and this we may confidently hope for, un- 
44 leſs our increaſing wickedneſs ſhould avert 
FINE the bleſſing. | g 
| Finally, from the repeated inſtances of a 
faving Providence waiting upon the perſon 
of our Sovereign, and from his pious and 
1 grateful returns to Almighty God for the 
ſame, we may juſtly adopt the words of the 
Pſalmiſt (Pſalm xxi. 1. J.), and exclaim: 
The king ſhall joy in thy ſtrength, O 
« Lord; and in thy ſal vation how greatly 
1 &« ſhall he rejoice ! For the king truſteth in 
. « the Lord.” 
Wt; Now to God the Father, &c. 8 
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SERMON I 
ON CONFIRMATION. 


PART I. 


Vi des externa noſtra et ritualia eò ſpectare, ut offici 
quemque ſui commonefaciant, animiſque inſpirent ſanctita- 
tem: propoſitum finemque ſummum legis Chriſtianæ. 

| Bux x de Fid. et Off, 


ACTS, xv. 41. 


And he went through Syria and Cilicia con- 
 firming the churches. ; 


\ TOTHING can be more improper, 
or abſurd, than to engage in any 
undertaking, eſpecially one of a religious 
nature, without ſome knowledge of what 
we are doing; unleſs this is obtained, no 

uſeful conſequence can be expected barely 
from any outward action on our part: one 
might juſt as reaſonably hope to receive be- 
nefit from advice delivered in a tongue we 
do not underſtand, merely from having the 
ſound enter in at our ears. To remedy 
this miſtake, I have already employed ſome 
means to prepare and fit thoſe who are 
wiſely and properly diſpoſed to profit by 
the approaching opportunity of being con- 
firmed 


(-3* 9 
firmed in the religion they pretend to pro- 


fels. 
After the public notice ordered to be 


given of the Lord Biſhop's good intentions 


towards this part of his dioceſe, in common 


with others, I have preached to you twice 


upon the ſubject; employing the ſtudies 


and exhortations of the moſt learned and 


pious of our church prelates, to give you 


clear notions of what you are going to un- 


dertake. 


You have had a very ſufficient time to 
make yourſelves perfect in that part of the 
qualification poſitively required by the ca- 
nons of the church, I mean the knowledge 
of your Catechiſm ;3 you have had a plain 


explanation of the nature and end of 'the 
inſtitution put into your hands, to help 


you ſtill more; you have been examined in 


both, and exhorted to apply to God for his 


blefling upon your good endeavours to be- 


come obedient to him, both in ſubmitting 
to the holy ordinances he hath appointed, 


and in the conduct of your future lives, now 
that you are about to take your Chriſtian 
vows upon yourſelves; you have alſo had 


an humble prayer ſuitable to the occaſion 
provided 


— 
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provided for you, and earneſtly recom- 
mended. to your conſtant uſe. I truſt I 
have thus far diſcharged my bounden duty 
towards you upon this occaſion ; it has at 
leaſt been done as effectually as particular 
caſes would allow. If there is ſtill any 
want of knowledge, it muſt lay at your 
oven door; it muſt proceed either from in- 
attention, or want of inclination to be im- 
proved; for I have declared myſelf always 
ready to ſatisfy the enquiries of any that 
will apply to me for information. As the 
time is now at hand for fulfilling this taſk 
of duty, it only remains with me to take 
this opportunity of diſcourſing to you once 
more on the ſubject of the ordinance; that 
nothing may be left undone to the beſt of 
my humble abilities for your ſervice. 

Common ſenſe muſt point out to you 
the propriety and advantage of being able 
to „give an account of the hope that is in 
«© us;“ what therefore I ſhall add on the 
ſubject this day, will be with a view both of 
refreſhing your memory with the main end 
of the ceremony of confirmation, and to 
{ſtrengthen and improve the ſenſe you have, 
or might have, poſſeſſed of it * 0 
e II. D In 


EY 
In order to NET what I ſhalt ay to 


you more eaſy of apprehenſion, I ſhall di- 


vide it into three diſtin heads, and ſpeak 
to you plainly upon each of them. 
Firſt, I ſhall prove the authority of the 
ordinance, and offer a word of friendly ad- 
monition to ſuch as may be indifferent 
about the uſe of it. 1 
Secondly, I ſhall ſhew you what 8 
ation 16, from the ſenſe of former times, 
its immediate deſign, and the benefits that 
may be juſtly expected from it. And, 
Thirdly, I ſhall exhort you, by way of 
practical application, to follow the precepts 
of that faith you therein openly profeſs to 
hold, and to be abſolutely neceſſary for the 
ſanctifying of your lives and converſation. 
1. There can be no ſtronger authority 
for the uſe of this holy ordinance than the 
example of the inſpired aj oftles. Nothing 
can better prove it to be their practice than 
the plain language of ſcripture. We tread 
in the text, that Saint Paul . went through 
Syria and Cilicia confirming the churches.” 
The office of biſhop is of apoſtolic inſtitu- 
tion ; the original word made uſe of to ex- 
preſs it, ſignifies A or overſeer; 
and 


6 
and our ſuperior rulers of the church, who 
are ſtrictly their ſucceſſors, do, in diſcharge 
of their office of viſitation (among other 
articles of uſeful and important concern), 
adminiſter this ceremony occaſionally, as 
ſeemeth' beſt to their wiſdom, and the good 
of the people committed to their charge. 
In defence of the ſign uſed in this 

' ordinance, we read alfo in the 8th of. the 
Acts, and 18th verſe, that by laying on 
of hands of the apoſiles there was conveyed 
the gift of the Holy Ghoft; and in the 
foregoing verſe it is faid, ** then laid they 
their hands upon them,” doubtleſs, to 
confirm them in the faith they had juſt 
profeſſed, as the words of the verſe declare. 
It is neceſſary however in this place to in- 
form you, that no ſuch power is preſumed 
upon by our biſhops; theſe extraordinary 
gifts having long ceaſed out of the church, 

as being needleſs now they- have done the 
work of confirming the truth of the Chriſ- 
tian religion, the belief of which forms one 
article of our preſent faith. 
The Almighty prepares his ſervants now 

for the ordinary influences of his grace, by 


the uſe of ſuch means as he has appointed. 
D 2 The 
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In order to render what 1 mall a to 
you more eaſy of apprehenſion, I ſhall di- 
vide it into three diſtin heads, and ſpeak 
to you plainly upon each of them. 

Firſt, I ſhall prove the authority of the 
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may be juſtly expected from it. And, 

Thirdly, I ſhall exhort you, by way of 
practical application, to follow the precepts 
of that faith you therein openly profeſs to 
hold, and to be abſolutely neceſſary for the 
ſanctifying of your lives and converſation. 
I. There can be no ſtronger authority 

for the uſe of this holy ordinance than the 
example of the inſpired aj oſtles. Nothing 
can better prove it to be their practice than 
the plain language of ſcripture. We tead 
in the text, that Saint Paul . went through 

„Syria and Cilicia confirming the churches.” 
The office of biſhop is of apoſtolic inſtitu- 
tion; the original word made uſe of to ex- 
preſs it, ſignifies inſpector, or overſeer; 
and 
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( 38. ) 
and our ſuperior rulers of the church, who 
are ſtrictly their ſucceffors, do, in diſcharge 
of their office of viſitation (among other 
articles of uſeful and important concern), 
adminiſter this ceremony occaſionally, as 
ſeemeth' beſt to their wiſdom, and the good 
of the people committed to their charge. 

In defence of the fi ign uſed in this 
ordinance, we read alfo in the 8th of. the 
Acts, and 18th verſe, that by laying on 
of hands of the apoſiles there was conveyed 
the gift of the Holy Ghoſt; and in the 
foregoing verſe it is ſaid, then laid they 
their hands upon them,” doubtleſs, to 
confirm them in the faith they had juſt + 
_ profeſſed, as the words of the verſe declare. 
It is neceſſary however in this place to in- 
form you, that no ſuch power 1s preſumed 
upon by our biſhops; theſe extraordinary 
gifts having long ceaſed out of the church, 
as being needleſs now they- have done the 


work of confirming the truth of the Chriſ- 


tian religion, the belief of which forms one 
article of our preſent faith. 

The Almighty prepares his ſervants now 
for the ordinary influences of his grace, by 


the uſe of ſuch means as he has appointed. 
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The form therefore is only preſerved, as 


| having been the common cuſtom of bleſſing, 
and ſhewing good-will towards particular 


perſons; and was uſed in moſt ancient 
times, eſpecially on religious occaſions. 

This is very clear from the early uſage of 
the firſt fathers: when Iſrael conveyed his 
bleſſing to the ſons of Joſeph, it is ſaid ©* he 
„ guided his hands wittingly laying his 
„ right-hand upon Ephraim's head, and 
& his left on Manaſſeh's head,” Gen. xlviii. 
14. In Deuteronomy, chap. xxxiv. ver. 9, 
„ Joſhua received the ſpirit of wiſdom 
from Moſes, who laid his hands upon 
The proofs from the Old Teſta- 
ment and ancient hiſtory are full to the 
point. In Matthew, chap. xix. ver. 13, 
the cuſtom 1s particularly recommended by 
the example of our bleſſed Lord himſelf, 
where young children are brought that be 
| Should put his hands upon them; and, among 
the very many inſtances of the apoſtles 
uſing it, when they beſtowed their gifts and 
bleſſing, we have the words of Saint Paul, 
2 Timothy, chap. 1. ver. 6:  Wheretbre 


I put thee in remembrance, that thou ſtir | 


. ap the eilt of God which 1 is in thee, by 
{1 


CR) 
& the putting on or impoſition of ' my 


& hands.” So much for the manner of the 
form. It may not be. unprofitable now: to 


1 ſomething to you upon ibn necefſi 55 of 


forma f in general. tent 
There are among us many beige 
people, who nevertheleſs are ſo unfortunate 


as to labaur under conſiderable prejudices 
and miſtakes in this particular. They are 


either miſled -by the force of their own 
fancy; or, which is often the caſe, they 
are blinded and deceived: by the artful per- 
ſuaſion of others. They are loud for in- 


ward experience, but cry down all outward 
form and order. Now, as it is an incum- 
bent duty in my profeſſion to eſtabliſh the 


“unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, 


I would charitably offer my beſt endeavours 


to remove theſe errors; and what I ſhall 


beg leave to recommend to their conſidera- 


tion, if any, favouring. ſuch opinions, ſhould 
happen to be preſent, is this, that they 
would not be hurried away with every wind 
of vain doctrine, but to try the ſpirit, whe- 


ther it is of love, or of diſcord and ſtrife ; 


that they would ſearch 7he ſcriptures, and 


abide by them impartially. All ſeripture is 


4 * written 


( | 38 J 


written for our learning ; and if we allow 
one part to be of Divine inſpiration, we 
muſt ſubſcribe to the whole, as equally | 
binding on ſuch a ſuppoſition : for the uſe 
therefore of thoſe I am particularly addreſſ- 
ing at this time, I ſhall draw my eee 
from ſcripture only. 

The deſcription of people I allude to are 
very properly attached, in a fond degree, to 
every thing delivered by our bleſſed Lord 
himſelf; plain ſenſe muſt oblige them then 


to abide by every thing implied in his words, 


as well as what he more poſitively declared. 
They are alſo wonderfully partial to the 
writings of the apoſtles: we defire no 
ſtronger proof than their univerſal autho- 
rity for the uſe of forms, and the eſtabliſh- 
ment of order. And as nothing can be 


fairer than to attack an adverſary with his 
own weapons, I ſhall ſubmit the following 


teſtimonies of Jeſus and his apoſtles to the 
ſerious conſideration of thoſe who boaſt of 
being his diſciples. I would only aſk, 
what can come cloſer to a command, in 


reſpect to the uſe of forms, than theſe very 


words of Jeſus Chriſt. , Upon being forbid- 


den 'by John to ſubmit to the ceremony of 


baptiſm - 


„ ( op Þ- 
baptiſm (in the firſt place as ſuppoſing he 
needed it not, and on account of the un- 
worthineſs of the miniſter, which John's 
humility and prophetic knowledge of the 
Divine Perſon repreſented to himſelf), ** he 
« anſwering ſays, Suffer it to be ſo now, 
« for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righ- 
e teouſneſs.” To ſubmit to the ordinances 
God hath appointed, you ſee, is ſtyled by 
Chriſt himſelf as fulfilling all righteouſ- 
„ neſs.” By this act he ſupports and ſancti- 
ſies the office and form of baptiſm, which 
he afterwards confirmed by commanding his 
diſciples to baptize all in the name of **the 
4 Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt.” And no 
more ſatisfaction can be required, by any 
one not wilfully blind, or deluded through 
conceit and perverſe ſingularity, than, upon 
our Saviour's riſing out of the water, that 
the Spirit of God viſibly united to qualify 
the outward form of the Baptiſt's miſſion. 

Our bleſſed Maſter's poſitive approbation 
.of the form which marks this ordinance of 
confirmation cannot be diſputed, when, 
reſpecting himſelf, it is ſaid, „then laid 
© he his hands on them, and bleſſed them.“ 
Could _ apoſtles follow an y clearer au- 
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6 48 ) 
thority'? And our church, with that purity 
and truth with which all her inſtitutions 
are diſtinguiſhed, continues to tread in their 
ſteps. . But in further proof, I will afford 
you another circumſtance, with which per- 
haps few preſen t are acquainted : for though 


all teachers of new modes are not only, 
many of them, above the help of learning, 
but they who have it are apt ungratefully 


to diſown its benefits, and conceal, from 
a ſpirit of falſe humility, the pphiett it 
is calculated to convey to religion; yet 


doubtleſs it is to be eſteemed among the ma- 


nifold gifts and bleſſings of God; or why 
have ſome men better capacity than others, 
or indeed any at all? and therefore where 
learning is employed not to puff up, but to 
promote the ſervice of God, aſſuredly it is 


an article that highly exalts his praiſe. 


To ſuch perſons then as have an, objec- 
tion to the, uſe of forms, and prefer the va- 
lue of extempore compolitioay} I would 
again ſubmit our Lord's own example in 
the poſitive form of his comprehenſive 
prayer, which affords us a ſure rule both 
for matter and manner, and by its ſhortneſs 
is directed * the * cuſtom of 

uſing 


C ) 


uſing long prayers, which our Saviour cen- 
ſures in Matthew, chap. vi. ver. 7: They 
« think they ſhall'be heard for their much 
* ſpeaking!” Now the circumſtance 1 | 
would make known to you is, that the ſub- 
ſtance of this very prayer of Chriſt's (which 
muſt be allowed a pattern for all pfaying, 
«© for never man ſpake as he ſpoke? ) was 
contained, as the learned inform us, in the 
written forms of ſome of the Jewiſh ſer- 
vices, which it cannot but be ſuppoſed that 
Jeſus knew; nay, the firmeſt concluſion 
may be inferred, that by making choice of 
what was ſo well known, he thereby in- 
tended to record his aſſeut to the benefit of 
a regular form, and made choice of theſe 
heads of which' his prayer is compoſed, as 
a pattern of the c/o/eneſs and purity he re- 
quired from his followers 1 in their religious 
addreſſes. 

A great deal more in defence of this ar- 
ticle might be advanced from the very 
words of our bleſſed Redeemer, or the plain 
deſigns of them; but time does not permit: 
T ſhall only add a ſhort proof that the 
apoſtles likewiſe, with whoſe writings theſe 
"up worthy people in many effentials are 
| intimately 
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intimately acquainted, are both clear and 
full in their ſupport of order, ordinances, 


and ſubordination of the miniſtry. 
It is among the lamentable inſtances of 


human weakneſs, that people will reconcile 


themſelves to the greateſt inconſiſtencies, 
when a favourite tenet or ſyſtem is at ſtake ; 
and what can more fully declare the truth 
of this aſſertion, than when we ſee men 
fiying in the face of eſtabliſhments founded 


on the plaineſt religious precedents, and 


theltering themſelves under ſcriptural au- 
thority at the ſame time, for private fingu- 


Jarities, and daily novelties? By this means 


they confound and involve themſelves in 
the greateſt difficulties, Let us ſee then 
what the tongue of ſcripture declares upon 
theſe ſubjects. In 1 Timothy, chap. iii. 
ver. 1, it 1s aſſerted, if a man deſire the 
office of a biſhop, he deſireth a- good 
« work.” Had all the miniſtry been of one 
order, or the above office not then in being, 
or had it not been both uſeful and honour- 
able, the apoſtle would not have ſpoken 
thus. Nay, the f of this order is Chriſt 
himſelf, who in the_1ſt of Peter, chap. ii. 


ver. 25» is ſtyled the <* aer of our ſouls.“ 
Will . 


( 43 ) 


Will any be hardy enough to deny the 
truth of theſe vouchers? In the Wh of 
the Acts, and 28th verſe, Saint Paul thus 


ſpeaketh to this order of men: Take heed 


therefore unto yourſelves, and unto the 
* flock over which the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made you overſeers. In the zoth verſe 
he alſo prophetically warns us of what has 
been often ſeen ſince, and daily happens: 
„ Alſo of yourſelves ſhall men ariſe, ſpeak- 
ing perverſe things, to draw away diſci- 
5 ples after them.” Here is an undeniable 
argument in theſe very words, that the epiſ- 
copal was the fir eſtabliſhment, and that 
there would be diſſenters from it, from the 
ſpirit of perverſeneſs and love of novelty. 
As to the orders of the miniſtry, in the 
5th of the Hebrews, .6th and roth verſes, 
and many other parts, we ſee that upon the 
change of the pricſthood from the Jewiſh 
form, which was no longer to be called 
after the order of Aaron, Chriſt himſelf 
is named after the particular deſcription of 
 Melchiſedec ; a circumſtance that raiſes the 
dignity of the office, and overthrows every 
countenance to the value of a promiſcuous 
election of any man for à miniſter of the 
word, 
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word. That the care of religious affairs 
was committed to one power of ſuperior 
authority in different places, is evident from 
1 Titus, and 5th verſe, when Saint Paul 
left him eto ſet in order the things want- 
« ing ;” and from his own conduct, Acts, 
chap. xviii. ver. 25, when he © went over the 
cities of Phrygia in order; ” and in the 
rf of Corinthians, chap. xi. and ver. 34, 


the reſt,“ ſays be, will J ſet in order 


„hen I come.“ A hoſt of evidence 
might be produced to this particular point. 
Reſpecting ordinances, 7. e. laws, decrees, 
rites, and inſtitutions in the wort of 
God, I ſhall confine myſelf ſtill to the 
Epiſtles. In Rom. chap. xiii. ver. 2, Saint 
Paul ſays, ** he who reſiſts the power, re- 
<« fiſts the ordinance of God.” In the 
Iſt of Peter, chap. ii. ver, 1 3, we are com- 
manded to ** ſubmit ourſelves to every or- 


* dinance of man:“ certainly then it is our 


duty to ſubmit to wholeſome religious in- 
ſtitutions. The penalty, you know, threat- 
ened for diſobedience by Saint Paul, in 
Romans, chap. xn1. ver. 2, is conveyed in 
theſe very ſtrong words: He who reſiſts 
& ſhall receive damnation:“ and to pre- 

ö | ſerve 


T 48 


ſerve union and peace, and prevent confu- 
fon and ſtrife, the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. chap.xiv. 
ver. 40, expreſsly commands “ that all 
« things be done decently and in order;“ 
which they cannot poſſibly be, if every 
one is © to walk as ſeemeth good in his 
« own eyes” reſpecting articles of ſuch 
weighty concern, Laſtly, the ſubordina- 
tion in the miniſtry, which 1s declared in 
ſo many parts of all the apoſtles writings, 
fixeth, paſt all diſpute, the neceſſity, uſeful- 
neſs, and beauty of a ſeparated order of 
men who are to engage in no other thing, 
and a regular qualified ordination of them. 
In Philemon, chap. i. ver. 1, Saint Paul 
diſtinguiſhes in his addreſs the 4//hops,, and 
deacons, and /aints : the latter may be ſup- 
poſed the religious part of the people over 
whom they ruled; and the buſineſs peculiar 
to the different offices of biſhops, | prieſts, 
and deacons, is clearly ſhewn in the Acts, 
chap. vi. ver. 2: It is not reaſonable that 
„e ſhould leave the word of God, and 
* ſerve tables.” And further, in ver. 4; 
„But we (meaning the order of prieſts, 
«© or preachers, or elders) will give our- 
4 ſelves to e and the miniſtry of the 


66 Word.“ 


_— 
— 


e — LES” EY — - . 
CE II. EA WU RE EE en e 
r nern Is IEEE gt Bs nfo 


E 1 8 + * 
5 « Fo EY Pyar wer; 
gy or ets (3 2 ate by. — 
g — ä —„—e pe — — — 
[ NN * N ** 
* — — * x 


TY 


„ 
4 word.” And when it is ſaid, Rev. chap. 
3, ver. 6, and chap. xx. ver. 6, that 


„he hath made us kings and prieſts of 
“God, —“ and they ſhall be priefts of 


God and Chriſt,” it is manifeſtly ſpoken 


by way of that high reward of the faithful 


after they are departed hence, and cannot 


belong to any office of -public miniſtry on 
earth. | | 
And now if you aſk, why I have taken 
all this pains to prove what no ſenſible, rea- 
ſonable, or well-informed perſon can deny; 
I will tell you honeſtly, becauſe I fear 


there are ſome of you who are out of the 


habit of conſidering theſe things ſeriouſly 
and properly, and therefore rather diſcou- 
rage order and ordinances, than contribute to 


the one, and ſeek humbly for benefit from 


the other: and as I ſee things in a different 


light, and am placed by the appointment 


of God in a very important and public 


ſtation among you, it is a duty incumbent 


upon me to point out any ferror, and ex- 
hort againſt it; and having the moſt un- 
feigned love for all your ſouls, I would 
waſh my hands of a ſuſpicion of winking 
at any conduct that [ think wrong, and 


7 therefore 


4 


My 
” 


(C 47. ) | 
therefore cannot approve. But do not 
ſuppoſe, my fellow Chriſtians, that I would 
willingly wound the ſpirit of- any faithful 
and humble follower of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
God forbid that 1 ſhould offend any of 
thoſe little ones in their own eſtimation, who 
devoutly aim at that truly Chriſtian temper. 
No, my dear brethren, be as honeſt, be as 
pious as you can; lean on your Savious 
for both the cauſe and effect (as doubtleſs 
he, and he only, is both): he has done 
all for us, and by his ſpirit muſt do all in 
us. I would only caution you againſt doing 
wrong; I would only exhort you to uni- 
formity, to confftency in your religious pro- 
greſs: be not amongſt thoſe, therefore, who 
deſpiſe what the good providence of God has 
certainly eſtabliſhed. Fools only,” ſays 
Solomon, 66 deſpiſe wiſdom and inftruc- 
<< tion” (Prov. i. ver. 7), who lower the 
value of order and government: Now all 
% power is of God ;” therefore be that 
deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not men, but God. 

I come now to the ſecond head of my 
diviſion of the ſubje& before us; and ſhould 
proceed to thew you what confirmation 25: 
but as I perceive many are not preſent, for 

whoſe 
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whoſe uſe chiefly I intended this diſcourſe, 

I ſhall defer the remainder of it till we 
meet in the afternoon, when thoſe who 
may be prevented from attending divine 
ſervice till that ſeaſon will have an op- 
portunity of receiving ſome further infor- 
mation upon the duty which they are pre- 
paring to diſcharge ſo ſoon. — May God 
give his bleſſing to the humble endeavours 
that have been made at this time for the 
benefit of thoſe who are now preſent, and 
this through the merits and mediation of 
Jeſus Chriſt. To whom, &c. 
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SERMON 


ON CONFIRMATION. 
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P AR T II. 


Regulz quas preſcripſerunt Apoſtoli in exercendis donis 
divinis, pari ratione locum habent in ritibus inſtituendis : 
wore ws oo Vt 1 S. Paulus, Deinde ſub- 


jecit, warra ivoxnuinuc Aν Tai i. 


Buxxzr de Fid. et Of. 


Non id agimus, ut cujuſvis Eccleſiæ, quæ Chriſtiani no- 

minis titulum gerit, cultum rituſve propugnemus: ſed quæ 

N Chriſto, et ipſius Apoſtolis inſtituta A ea præſtamus 
innocua - pia — et vere * e 1d. 
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Acts WN 4t. 


Aud he went 1 Syria and Cilicia 
confirming the churebes. 


Concluded my diſcourſe this morning 
upon theſe words, at the ſecond divi- 
ſion of the ſubject, reſerving what I have 
further to ſay upon it to the preſent op- 
portunity. I preferred this mode, that 1 
might avoid repetition, leave time for you 
to digeſt the introductory part, and afford 
ſome ſuitable inſtruction for that portion of 
the candidates for confirmation, who per- 
haps were unavoidably prevented from being 
preſent at morning ſervice. I fhall now 
proceed immediately to point out the bene- 
fits which may be reaſonably expected from 
this ordinance, by thoſe who are ſeriouſly 


diſpoſed to receive it. 
E * Confirmation 
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Confirmation is termed by the ancient 


fathers of the church, an accompliſhment, 
or perfecting of baptiſm, being in their 


judgment a neceſſary part of it. The 


ground of their uſing it was upon a ſup- 
poſition that baptiſm only prepares the 
perſon for the reception of the graces of 
the ſpirit, which were actually conferred at 
the time of confirmation ; and in that age 


' when the ſpirit made Wädi appearances in 


the perſons confirmed, in order to induce 
others to enter into the Chriſtian faith, it 
might be ſo. It is allowed generally to be a 
bleſſing ordinarily beſtowed. by the biſhop. 
St. Cyprian, and molt of the fathers, ſpeak 
of it as having been confined to hem alone, 
by virtue of their ſucceſſion to the apoſtles, 
to whom it belonged; and many of the firſt 
Chriſtians eſteem both baptiſm and confirm- 


ation abſolutely neceflary to ſalvation, and 
1 think we cannot follow better judges. 


Yet, as to its effects, there is certainly 
a difference now from what it produced at 
its firſt inſtitution, it being (as before ob- 


ſerved) peculiar to the days of the apoſtles, 


for the immediate effect of the Holy Ghoſt 


to be viſible at the time of the impoſition 


9 „„ | of 


( a3 } 


of hands. Miracles have ceaſed; it is 


preſerved by us therefore as an uſeful and 
public declaration, that the perſon con- 
firmed acknowledges himſelf a diſciple of 
Chrift, and allows (the neceſſity of fulfilling 
the engagement made for him at his bap- 
tiſm, in order to obtain the benefit of God's 
ordinary grace in future. 

The advantages therefore cannot reaſon- 
ably be diſputed, becauſe it is a ſolemn re- 
newal of that covenant, or engagement, in 
which unleſs we continue to our lives' 
end, we cannot be ſaved: it is uſeful fur- 
ther, in that it reminds the party of the 
nature of that covenant ;-7. e. in what it 


conſiſts, which very many perhaps, from 


their earlieſt infancy to tae time of 
their confirmation, had conſidered but very 
careleſsly, if at all. Here then, at a time 
when the powers of the mind are gaining 
ſtrength, and that perſons are better able to 
undepſtand what they had only learnt by rote, 
they are called upon to ſtudy cloſely the 
principal articles of their faith: a ſufficient 
time of preparation is allowed for that pur- 


poſe; they have the additional opportunity 


of a ſtricter examination from their paſtors, 
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which neceſſarily quickens them to make 
an uſeful progreſs; and the example of 
numbers of their own age promotes like- 
wiſe a Chriſtian ſpirit of duty. Laſtly, the 
prayers of a large congregation of clergy and 
laity, uniting with the fatherly benediction 
of the rulers of the church, contribute to 
help the good work they are engaged in. 

We do not pretend to place more to this 
ceremony than to any other ordinary means 
of grace; but it is very reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe, that God will bleſs it equally with 
any other, if it is humbly performed: and 
ſuppoſiug it had no foundation but the de- 

þ crees of our own church, ſurely it is a lau- 

i dable ordinance, that calls upon us to 

1 give teſtimony of Chriſt being confirmed 
„ in us,“ as the apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Cor. ch. i. 
ver. 6; and in Philipp. chap. i. ver. 7, 
he terms a/! who appear in the defence and 
confirmation of the 89/pel zo be Sorters 2 
his grace. 

What hope can we entertain of receiving 
the help of God's ſpirit, if we are backward | 
to make open confeſſion of our faith, and to 

enliſt in the common cauſe of the Captain 
of Rrdatvation; Without any violence there- 
fore 
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C2 
fore to the nature and deſign of this OP 
nance, it is very juſt to receive it” in this 
| ſenſe allo, as a work of the ſpirit of God 
Arengthening faint” and weak minds," who 
feeling their neceſſities, are come 7o- implore 
faith and obedience to that end. God is the 
author of ſtrength (through Chriſt wii 
hath obtained the grace for us); and the 
word, facraments; and miniſtry, confirm it, 
as being inſtruments or helps: thus a man 
is ſaid with propriety to confirm himſelf, 
when he takes heart and courage in a good 
cauſe, upon hope and truſt in God's favour; 
and accordingly we are thus exhorted by St. 
Paul, 1. Cor. chap. xvi. ver. 13: Watch 
« ye, ſtand faſt in the faith, quit you like 
men, and be ſtrong.” This I truſt is the 
caſe of all you who are candidates for con- 
firmation next Wedneſday; that your de- 
ſign” is pure and holy, and then it muſt 
meet notice from above. Be' reſolved, in 
the words of the apoſtle, 1 Cor. chap. vi. 
ver. 16, that your oath and promiſe at con- 
firmation be unto you as the end of all 
firiſe ; i. e. that you now no longer enter- 
tain doubts or difficulties of your duty, but 
enter r upon the weighty taſk with the ſe. 
E 4 riouſneſs 
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CE 


riouſneſs it deſerves. For that BEES 


read attentively the whole ſervice to your- 


ſelves, and likewiſe the form of your public 
baptiſm, as by being. confirmed you give 
new aſſurance of the truth and certainty of 


the things before engaged for i in your name; 
vi. to fulfil, accompliſh, and make them 


good in your perſonal conduct; to make 


it clearly appear, in ſhort, unto men, your 


Chriſtian faith and reſolution. I repeat 
and enforce theſe things upon you, in as 
many points of view as poſſible, that you 


may return home with a full ſenſe of what 


you have now heard, and with a laſting 
bleſſing after confirmation: and this leads 
me to mention another benefit, even the 
moſt important qualification this ceremony 
is calculated to procure; I mean, as it is a 
preparation for receiving the moſt holy and 
comfortable ſacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per. If you look to the firſt direction at 


the end of your catechiſm, in your prayer- 
books, you will ſee that confirmation is 


conſidered by the church as neceſſary to 


this good end: the words are, that ſo he 


* may be admitted to the holy Commu- 
„ nion;“ and if this was the only good it 
| * 


(Ca 


4 


promiſed, it is enough alone to eſtabliſh 


and exalt the value and benefit of the or- 
dinance. For now, my young brethren, 


the glorious privilege is given you of 
coming to that table, where the moſt needy | 
gueſt is the beſt welcome, provided he 


comes in a wedding garment; that is, with 
an humble conviction of his great weak- 
neſs. and unworthineſs; with a grateful 
ſenſe of His free mercy who ſo compaſ- 
ſionately invites him: reſolve therefore 
not to delay this call to ſo poſitive and ſo- 
lemn a duty of your religion; if you 
would with to go through the world with 
as little guilt as poſſible, wiſely: uſe the 
means held out to you for your ſafety. 


Here you will be in a lively manner re- 


minded, by the outward figns of the ſacra- 
ment, of what your Saviour has ſuffered 
for you; and the ſame ſigus repreſeut, by 
way of compariſon, what he has promiſed 
to do in you, nay, what he muſt do, if 
ever you hope to ęſcape the pollution that is 
in the world through ſin: for in the man- 
ner as the bread nd wine give ſtrength and 
life to your mortal bodies, ſo muſt the 
faith of the epa and power Chriſt has 

procured 
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procured for you to amend your nature, 
become a principle of life within you. It 
is by faith that all aſſiſtance from above is 
to be obtained; ye muſt be grafted in 
Chrift, or ye cannot bear fruit: I am tbe 
vine, lays he, ye are the branches ; without 
me ye can do nothing. And this life in 
Chriſt is not conveyed by way of charm, 
or from an enthuſiaſtic fancy of immediate 
and irrgſiſtible help, on receiving the out- 
ward figns of this ſacrament. The wind 
„ bloweth where it liſteth, and ye hear 
& the ſound thereof, but know not whence 
it cometh, nor whither it goeth; ſo are. 

% they who are born of the ſpirit.” It 
works by the increaſe of faith and pure hu- 
mility, confeſſing your ſins, owning your 
wants, and believing from the heart that 
Jeſus Chriſt is able to ſave to the utmoſt 
all that come to him for help: Come unto 
& me all ye that are heavy laden with the 
& weight of your fins, and I will refreſh 
„ you—my yoke. is eaſy, and my bur- 
„ then is light.“ It will not, like Satan's. 
yoke, gall your conſcience. here, and preſs _ 
you down for ever when you depart hence. 
No; the ſtruggle for victory ſhall reward 


(59) 


you. with peace in this world, ſhall crown 
you with endleſs happineſs in the next. Sur- 
render yourſelves then, my young friends, 
to God now, in the acceptable time: the 
ſacrifice of youth and health, and the vain 
intoxicating charms of this fleeting life, are 
moſt pleaſing to him; make him your friend, 
and nothing can harm you; prevent, while 
in your power, the ſeaſon of bitter repen- 
tance, by timely wiſdom: Remember 
your Creator in the days of your youth, 
< before the evil days come, when you will 
„have no pleaſure in them;“ and all ye 
now falſely term ſo will add to the an- 
guiſh of your ſoul. I ſpeak to you from 
experience; I exhort you as your .trueſt 
friend; I beſeech you, as you value your 
ſouls, and naturally deſire their peace and 
happineſs hereafter, trifle not away the pre- 
cious time of youth; ſecure the love and 
graces, of your Saviour, ſo often, ſo tenderly 
preſſed upon you. Every - preſent minute 
affords a bleſſed opportunity; when it is 
paſt, it can never be recalled, but adds to 
that regiſter of good or evil which will 
fix your doom for endleſs happineſs or mi- 
ſery. As a very powerful means to aſſure 
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the one, and eſcape the other,” this holy in- 
ſtitution was provided by our gracious - 
Maſter to be attended by all his fincere 


diſciples as a common form of remembering 


him 45 his coming again; : by which means 
they are kept alive to their religious obli- 

ations,” have their gratitude! ſtirred up, 
and freſh ſopplies of ſtrength afforded them, 


If they aſk it as he expects: if they ute 


faithfully what they have, he will give them 
more, for all religion 1s of a progreſſive 
nature; like other things, it thrives or 
Ehgwithes according to the degree of in- 


duſtrious cultivation afforded it; and if 


people are not better for obeying their 


Lord's commands in this reſpect, the fault 


is not to be placed to the weakneſs of the 
means, or his ſlackneſs to hear and help, 
but in their own infidelity, in the profound 
deceitfulneſs of the human heart, ee 
will not yield itſelf wholly unto God; 

not ſufficiently ' owning their ret hep 


weretchedneſs, the confeſſion of which is in 


itſelf, the beſt preparation for communi- 
cating; without it, every other, however 
laborious, however long, will prove in vain. 
To conclude : As by this time you muſt 

ae 


© 3 


have ſome tolerable notion of the ordinance 
you are to fulfil before the biſhop; of 
the propriety and uſe of it, and of the 
neceſſity of ſanctifying yourſelves i in order 
that ye may reap the portion of eternal 
life; I have only to exhort you to perſe- 
vere in all manner of well- -doing, 6-7 
watch and pray leſt ye enter into temp- 
« tation... . The ſpirit is willing, but the 
4e fleſh is weak: and you have beſides that 
infirmity, a powerful and malicious foe, 
who 1s always on the watch to ruin you 
for ever; ſo that whilſt ye are in the body, 
you will never be free from trial, let your 
ſituation be whatever it will; to the very 
laſt gaſp of life perhaps (if your ſenſes are 
entire) you will have need to call upon the 
Lord for help, to conduct you through the 
ſtrait gate which leadeth unto life. As 
matter of ſome conſolation to ſuch. as have 
| heattily deſired to profit by this opportu- 
nity, but have been prevented from want of 
neceſſary learning, let them be aſſured, that 
God, who knoweth the heart, accepteth the 
will for the deed; let it not diſcourage 
them from ftriving to become qualified 
againſt another time: but for thoſe who 

_ miſs 
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miſs performing their duty through their 
own care leſſneſs, or the neglect of their 
parents, in not compelling them to what is 
right, I can afford them but little encou- 
ragement of pardon, till they ſee their er- 
ror, and amend it. It is certainly a great 
diſadvantage many of the lower people 


labour under, that they cannot read; but 


in this place that misfortune is greatly 
lightened by a general offer of free inftruc- 
tion to all who are well diſpoſed to accept 
it: to any who flight the valuable oppor- 
tunity of being able to examine and prove 
for themſelves the treaſures contained in 
the book of life, very great will be their 
condemnation, It is a bleſſing they may 
not always have, and therefore it is greater 
wiſdom and duty to profit by it while they 
can, Every one who has an upright and 
ſerious turn, and wants this means of im- 


proving in religious duty, muſt ſenſibly 


| lament it, and it ſhould urge them the 


more to prevent their children from grow- 
ing up in the like ignorance. There 1s 
nothing people can poſſibly do for them 
equal to ſober example, and godly inſtruc- 


tion; and if they fail in 1 thoſe duties them- 
lelves, 


ſelves, and deprive their children likewiſe 

of other help, ſuch conduct muſt be pro- 
nounced moſt unnatural, and moſt wicked. 

J have nothing further to add, unleſs it is 

to recommend a decent and orderly beha- 
viour to you on the approaching occaſion z 

but this I ſhould hope is almoſt needleſs, 

after what has been ſo fully declared to you 
upon the nature of the ſubject, and the . 
good end it is intended to promote. May 

you all profit by theſe humble endeavours 

for your good. To God's favour and pro- 
tection I commend you; which that all 
preſent may find, God of his infinite mercy 
grant, through the merits and mediation of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. | 

To whom, with the Father, &c. 
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SERMON Ty. 


Introductory Sermon to a Courſe of Lectures 
upon the Church Catechiſm. 


P A R T J. 


Early and ſeund principles the beſt preventive 


of innovation and na in — 


concerns. 


Nullum eſt ædificium abſque fundamento, nec arbor aut 
frutex abſque radice: neque magis ſine his ſeminibus et prin- 
cipiis originariis, ulla naſci poteſt, aut conſtare religio. 
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S E R MO N IV. 


AcTs, chap. viii. part of. ver. 30, 31. 


And Philip ſaid, Underftandeft thou what 
thou readefl? And he ſaid, How can I, 
except ſome man ſhould guide me? 


'S it has pleaſed God's good provi- 
dence, from a variety of particular 
events, to render my fituation far more fa- 
vourable for the diſcharge of my duty to- 
wards you, than it has been formerly, I 
would, through the Divine affiſtance, ſhew 
my grateful ſenſe of this bleſſing, by fu- 
ture diligent, though humble, endeavours 
to render it inſtrumental to. your benefit, 
and the promption of God's glory: I would 
gladly mark this my actual reſidence amongſt 
you, by ſome exertion of profeſional in- 
duſtry, that I might become a faithful ſtew- 
ard 'and ſervant of our Lord and Saviour 
! Chriſt; and at the ſame time dif- 
— * F 2 covert 
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cover the pureſt regard to Laas eternal i in- 
tereſts. 
Upon full eden of the al 
likely means to render this intention ſer- 
viceable to you, I have been able to fix on 
nothing that can contribute more powerfully 
to a ſolid, rational, and effectual improve- 
ment of your hearts, than to endeavour to 
ſtore your heads with ſound knowledge in 


the principles of the religion you profeſs; 

or, in other words, to make you fully ac- 

1 quainted with the deſign, and doctrines, of 

in that excellent form of public inſtructjon. 

„ which our church orders to be taught as 

i 1 the ground-work of our faith and practice, 

11 viz. the Church Catechiſm. It ſhall be 

| my buſineſs, both now and in the after- 

V noon, to diſcourſe to you upon the value 

=_ of this uſeful ſtudy, as an introduction to a 
100 continual FOurle; of lectures en this ſub⸗ 

ject. | 

In regard to Wh propriety of my intend- 


ed undertaking, I ſhall in its due place 
afford you abundant teſtimony thereof, from 
the opinion of ſeveral of the higheſt cha- 
racters of our church: and. as to the neceſ- 


fity of a clear underſtanding | in all religious 
matters, 


EW 2 
matters, eſpecially the firſt. prineiphes of 
Chriſtian knowledge; that is not only very 
fully ſignified in the words of the text, but 
the anſwer which follows confirms the uſe 
of this kind of information,; which peculi- 
arly belongs to the office of a, paſtor, and 
whence it is chiefly expected, or likely to 
be performed in any uſeful degree: And 
*« he ſaid, How can I underſtand, unleſs 
« ſome man ſhould guide me?” It is this 
guidance I ſhall humbly attempt in an eaſy 
and full explanation of the Catechiſm ; by 
: ſatisfying your utmoſt enquiries concerning 
what is abſolutely neceſſary for you to know, 
and. do, to obtain eternal life: and in this 
work I engage, from a conviction of its 
great uſe, and of the neceſſity, both to you 
and myſelf, of attending to the apoſtle's 
admonition of doing while we have 
<trene.” N | 
But before I enter upon what more 
nearly concerns my plan, it will be no 
ways foreign to the main ſubject of this 
diſcourſe, to take notice of a very remark- 
able particular: contained in this paſſage of 
ſcripture, concerning the perſons appointed 
to the work of the miniſtry. Katia. 
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are very worthy notice in the caſe of the 
great man alluded to in the text. 
Firſt, That though from a holy diſp * 
tion he was inclined to ſearch the "262% 
of all truth for knowledge to direct him, 
he had been hitherto left to the light of 
his own underſtanding to difcoyer the way 
therein; and that though from ſituation he 
was deprived of a fuller interpretation of 
the prophetic word, yet was he favoured 
with no extraordinary help, but reſerved for 
the benefit of the more ordinary means of 
receiving the knowledge of God's gracious 
deſigns towards him, and all mankind, in 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

Secondly, The circumſtance of his in⸗ 
ſtruction ſtrengthens the poſitive inſtitution 
of ordination, and greatly confirms the au- 
thority of a regular miniſtry”: for the per- 
ſon ?ppointed to enter him in the myſteries 
of his faith, and to ſatisfy his further reli- 
gious enquiries, was the fir/? of that order 
that received apoſtolical licence, ordination, 
or appointment, after our bleſſed Lord had 
aſcended up on high, and given all power 
and authority to- his immediate ſucceſſors 

for the ren of the goſpel, in an or- 
| derly 


6 

derly and regular manner. He was of that 
rank which is retained in our church to 
this day; founded upon the original inſti- 
tution of Chriſt and his apoſtles: he was 
a deacon; duly called, and ſent forth, who 
is here ſo eminently employed in the grand 
work of converting this nobleman to Chriſ- 
tianity. The Divine Spirit openly inter- 
feres to confer this honour upon his quali- 
fied ſervant Philip; as if it was intended 
to ſtamp a perpetual ſanction on the order 
he belonged to; and hand down a becom 
ing reſpect of poſitive inſtitution to the 
ſacred office, by this extraordinary diſpen- 
ſation, 

But to the more immediate purport of 
my diſcourſe. It requires no enlarged ca- 
pacity, and but ſmall ſhare of religious in- 
clination, to be convinced at firſt tight, 
that a bare repetition of principles and pre- 
cepts, however frequently and perfectly 
rehearſed, will avail little to the advance- 
ment of godly knowledge, if the meaning 
and end of what is thus got by rote is not 
perfectly underſtood ; nay, even that flight 
degree of children's learning, if only at- 
tended to during one ſhort portion of the 
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year, would moſt likely be quite forgotten 
before the return of the ſeaſon: this, in 
truth, is now happily remedied in mauy 
places by the pious and provident inſtitu- 
tion of the Sunday Schools, and for which 
reaſon 1 revived the primitive cuſtom of our 
church of a weekly attention to this uſeful 
ſtudy ; and doubtleſs, from God's bleſſing, 
which we may ſecurely promiſe upon; every 
vpright endeavour, the effect will prove va- 
Juable in due time, provided you are dili- 
gent to aſſiſt my good wiſhes towards your 
children, by. enforcing your parental or ret 
lative authority over them. RR 

Many are moſt negligently, and as a ; 
ly apt to affirm, that their children are 
afraid to attend this public mode of learn- 


ing their duty to God, and their fellow- 


creatures. We well know, that moſt 
children are naturally backward in comply- 
ing with the buſineſs of inſtruction in any 


ſhape; but were we to yield to tbeir 


thoughtleſs inclination, univerſal. ignorance 
muſt follow. Some children may likewiſe 
diſcover a conſtitutional modeſty and diffi- 


dence for public examination; where this 


is really of native growth, it is no unfa- 
K Es 4 „ vourable 


* 


Tm) | 
able ſymptom, and by reaſoning and 
encouragement” may be directed to the beſt 
of purpoſes: but, in general, boldneſs pre- 
vails- more” than baſhfulneſs, in neglected 
youth, and points out to thoſe who have 
the weighty: charge, the neceſſity of ſhew- 
ing them the proper diſtinction; it is a 
care incumbent upon every parent and re- 
tation to teach them never to be aſhamed 
or afraid of doing what is right, and” of 
learning to be wife and good. Several of 
the poorer among you I rather fear do not 
ſufficiently wart them to be afraid of. do- 
ing wrong : however, by this humble at- 
tempt, they will have an opportunity of 
knowing thoroughly what is both right 
and wrong ; and then the bad conſequence 
will fall, as is moſt juſt, on themſelves 
only, if they do not ſtrive to profit by it. 
This ſatisfaction 1 can take to my part in 
the exertion, that, leſt precept ſhould be de- 
prived of its moſt effectual ſupport, I have, 
and ſhall invariably hold out to you, the 
example of my own charge. But a ſtill 
further inducement to purſue my preſent 


deſign is derived from theſe additional con- 
een Dane . | 
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* ſtand me,” 
is to provide early and found inſtruction: 


( 


I am perſuaded it is in one great meas 
ſure fromremiſſneſs i in the early care of in- 


ſtilling religious truths into the minds of 


children, that, firſt, when they grow up, 
they reap ſo little benefit from what they 
hear from this place; and, ſecondly, that, in 
conſequence 1 thereof, they are more eafily led 
aſtray, and eſtranged from that pure church 
in which they were bred, and are * tofled 
ito: and fro, and carried away by every 
« wind of doAtrine, and the fleight of men.” 

The wife man's advice of training up a 
child in the way he ſhould go, is very 
applicable to this point, as well as the cor- 
reſponding admonition of teaching them 


Fe remember their Creator in the day 8 
"6s of their youth ;” they will then be 


gratefully ſenſible of the bleſſing of an eſta- 
bliſhed worſhip, and, when they are old, 
will neither be apt. to depart from God's 


laws, or forſake his houſe, 


I will beg your patience while I dwell 
a little upon both theſe articles. 

Firſt, then, I would from my heart that 
ye ſhould glory in this, that “ ye under- 
and the ſure way to effect it, 


by 


\ 


(en 


by which, means the advantages will be 
ſo truly: felt, as to better the lives of the 


riſing generation, and even reach down to 


the practice of future times; and poſſibly 
ſome ſhare of the ignorance and error that 
is already cantracted may be remoyed aud 
correfieg at the ſame time. 

But do not ſuppoſe that I mean has to 
make any uncharitable obſervatiqus upon the 


guduct. of others, or to interfere but where 


my own immediate reſponſibility i is at ſtake; 


We muſt qtudy to be quiet, and do our 
<« own work.” The conſtant notice of a 


growing evil calls. for due regard to ſome 


{ure remedy ; ; and though inſtant reformation, | 
may not appear, and cannot be expected, 


the ſooner an attempt is mage to check the 
progreſs of 2 diſorder, the more hope is 
there of its being removed or leflened. 
The . kingdom of God is repreſented as a 


66 grain of muſtard- ſeed :* ' from ſmall be- 
ginnings it proceeds to . vigour; 


but if it is never cultivated, the weeds of 
the foil will ſoon prevail and ſmother 1 it, 


Every man's own conſcience mult be his 


rule upon extraordinary occaſions. To | ſome 


perhaps, and in particular fituations, ſuch . 
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E 
an exertion may ſeem inexpedient, or fruit- 
leſs, which to another may diminiſh in 
difficulty from the apparent neceſſity of the 
taſk, ** We are all labourers together in 


5 the ſame vineyard, * though ſome have 
an eafier portion of work than others. I 


would willingly lay a good foundation, 


* Jeſus Chriſt the chief corner ſtone, and 
enable you te Build upon it, Now, as no 
other foundation can be laid that wilt en- 
dure the ſeverity of every ſtorm, whatever a 


man raiſes upon it, „every man's work 


& ſhall be made manifeſt : if it abide, he 
& ſhall receive a reward; if it be burnt, 
ehe ſhall ſuffer loſs, yet he himſelf ſhall 
&« be faved, yet ſo as by fire;” that is, if a 
man perſiſts in the labours of his office, and 
through the perverſeneſs of human nature, 
and various cauſes, no immediate return ap- 
pears, yet his honeſt zeal ſhall be repaid; 

and if his work is loſt, as his toil of courſe 
muſt be rendered more arduous from the 
melancholy obſervation of his fruitleſs en- 
deavours, he may be ſaid © to be /aved as 
* by fire;” by hard trial—by a difficult 
and diſcouraging warfare. Further, though 


i is moſt true, that whoſoever planteth or 
watereth, 
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(E 


watereth, it i is Gad only can give the in- 
creaſe, as well. to ſpiritual diligence as 
to temporal labour; yet we, muſt both 
plaut and water, or we can have no rea- 
ſonable proſpect of reaping fruit, neither in 
one caſe or the other. For notwithſtand- 
ing it is aſſuming undue privilege to 
judge another man's ſervant, . fince to his 
<© own maſter he ſtandeth or falleth;“ yet 
it is our wiſdom and duty to look to our 
own buſineſs, as we may happen to be par- 


ticularly cirgumſtanced in various reſpects; 


becauſe every man ſhall reap his own reward, 
according 10 his labour. After all, there 7s 
nd room for boaſting, for we have none of 
us any thing but what we have received. 

| Leſt any one therefore ſhould apprehend 
| that I am dealing in new matters, or pre- 


ſuming to exalt my own works, by any 
vain indulgence of favourite fancies, or par- 


tial opinions, I would refer you to the pro- 
phet's direction upon this article of early 
inſtruction, and then defend my practice by 
the public authority of our own prelates of 
ancient and modern times, both in their 
writings and their conduct. Whom,” 
faith Ifaiab, „ ſhall he teach knowledge, and 


': © whom 


| 
1 
Ai 
* x 
5 
* | 
1 
1. 
. 
2 
1 
1 
* 
* 4 
* q 
=. 9 
11 7 
7 
11 
1 
1 1 . 
wo FF 
= 
_—- 
+1 
3 
111 | 
— 1 
. 
244 Bl 
5 - 
0 A n 
* * n 
nn 
1 N 
1 WW, 
+03" Wh 
oy ' 
TY 
43K 
5 \ 
1 
1 - 
T — 4 \ 
1 1 1 10 
148 
418 
1 n 
AS -- 
n 
EF TY . 
7 4! 1 4 \ 
- = 
e 
5 1 * 
E 
1 
[ A; 
+ 8; = 
i WY * 
11 2 
11 
. « 

* 4% 1 l 
1 4 
9 * 
>. l 
1 * 4 Is 

nv * 
EA \ 
— 3} * 
17 „ 
[4 ki | 
f MACS 
” 7 rs 
LW 
» (7 
1 1 
f TIY | 
- * 
* 
99 
--: 
\ ol 
£ » 
Wa - 
* * 
vi Li 
\\ -#© ha Fa 
a = 4 4. 
b oY 
Ws. 
8 a 
8 4 be of 
7 * 
1 * * 
2 8 * 
"TW 
+ 198 
- , BER 
St by 
{ iK 
- JB 
4+ 4 I 2 


* 
E, 
yy 
b 0 


— 42 . 24 
— Ter 
= 


9 
7 5 ; 
4 
t3 
51 
14 
92 
1 
N 2; N 
=.” 
+ 
14 
3's 
4 
1 
+ 
* 
P. 
. 
i 
{t 


| 
1 
N 
"MT 
Ns 
Men 
13} 
. 
1 
* 
1 
I 
I. * 
"x 
5 
1 
4 


A — 
— , 6 
a I=ERA 


_ » 5 — 

XJ © yl, SES, 2 = 

by T — og fe 4 — — . 8 
- 


C53 

« whom ſhall he make to underſtand doc- 
« trine? Them that are weaiſed from the 
* milk, and drawn from the breaſts; for 
*© precept muſt be upon precept, line upon 
* line, here a little and there a little.“ 
In few words, it is impoſſible too early to 
commence religious inſtruction, or to con- 
vey it in too ſimple terms. 
The few particular incitements to this 
duty, as recommended by our eccleſiaſtical 
ſuperiors, and which, out of a great variety, 
J ſhall only deliver to you at preſent, ſhall 
be, firſt, the opinion of a pious biſhop of 
former times, who, in treating the ſubject 
of the lamented remiſſneſs of parents and 
guardians in ſending their children and de- 
pendents to receive public inſtruction in 
his day, has theſe words: For this neglect 
© will not be. ſo general,“ ſays he, when 

© people find you do not only examine thoſe 


that are ſent, whether they can merely 


* ſay the Catechiſm, but ſet yourſelves in 
good earneſt to inſtru them thoroughly 


in all the fundamental articles of the Chrif- 
© tian faith, and in all the duties which they 


© owe to Almighty God, to their ſovereign, 


to their parents, and to all their relations, 
; 5 as 


(99) 


as well as to one another: for all ſenſible 


- 
” 


and well - diſpoſed people will then ſee that 


this is the beſt ſort of education that pa- 
rents can give their children, and that 


* which will do them more good than any 8 


© thing elſe that they can do for them.” 
Nov, my good friends, how do you find 

your own zeal in this important buſineſs 

to agree with the practice of ſuch wiſe pa- 


rents as are here deſcribed? Do you exert 
yourſelves to bring your children regularly 
to this place for the ſaid valuable purpoſe 


of learning what it is to be a Chriſtian ? 


Do you not often rather incline to a moſt 


hurtful indulgence, in yielding to their ex- 
cuſes, inſtead of employing what leiſure 
you have to prepare them for ſuch an ap- 
pearance as might render it a delight, as 
well as a profit to them to attend? And if 


you are not qualified to lend them theſe 


helps at home, do you avail yourſelves of 
your natural authority over them, to compel 
them to attend where they may have that 
advantage ſupplied ? Where this fault can- 
not be denied, let me ' reſolve the reaſon of 
this groſs breach of duty: it is becauſe you 
are not id ſenſible yourſelves of the 

excellence 
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excellence and neceſſity of the, exerciſe; be- 
cauſe you have not had the bleſſing of the 


bike opportunity in your younger years; or 
you would, from habit and conviction, for 


your and Weir ben ſake, be moſt ſtre« 


nuous, and uniformly diligent, to inſtruct, 
encourage, and ſee them attend; I ſay, ſee 
them, for few preſent, even of thoſe arrived 
at years of maturity (that are of an ingenu- 
ous and humble frame of mind) but muſt 
own, if they were cloſely preſſed, that they 


are themſelves deficient in that eſſential foun- 
dation of religious knowledge, as 15 needful 
to the ſupport of a ſolid edifice ; and for 


want of which they totter and waver, and 

are at their wits end to digeſt: and:reconcile 
very many points, which occafionally pre- 
ſent themſclves to their mind upon ſerious 


' ſubjects ; all which would appear as clear, 


as that he who runneth might read,“ if 
they had received a good ground of inſtruc- 


tion in proper time. 


Such perſons, for „ reaſons, 1 can- 
not be called upon, or perhaps at all per- 
ſuaded to a public examination; and there- 
fore, by ſerious attention to the plain, pro- 
greſſive, and eſſential principles here im- 

n 
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planted i in thoſe they hold moſt dear, they 
might even till collect much valuable in- 
formation to themſelves; ſuch as would 


ſatisfy them in many important articles; 


prove the benefit of the undertaking; and 
convince them of the heavy guilt that will 
lay at their own door, if they are ſlack in 
giving it encouragement by their preſence 
and their power. In ſhort, I fear the fad 
experience of indifference in too many re- 
ſpecting this article, does not promiſe that 
ſupport to the pious biſhop's obſervation, 


which it merits, and ait be ae it 


mould receive. 5 
There is another claſs alſo who would 
reap conſiderable good from conſtant attend- 


ance at church, and a ſerious obſervation of 
the mode I have adopted for the improve- 


ment of the youth of the pariſh; I mean 
thoſe young perſons who have lately been 
confirmed, and who may falſely imagine, 
becauſe by that holy ceremony their public 
examination 1s not poſitively required, that 
they are ſufficiently qualified, without any 


further ſchooling on theſe ſubjects: but of 


| this miſtake they muſt be ſelf. convicted by 
the compariſon of what they ſtill retain of 
Vox. II. N former 
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former learning, with what they every Suns. 
day hear repeated, and explained, to their 
relations and acquaintance ; many of whom 
are but a little younger than themſelves : 
and though by their confirmation they have 
now publicly, and ſolemnly, taken their 
baptiſmal vow upon themſelves, it muſt be 
allowed highly blameable to grow negli- 
gent in preſerving the nature of it in their 
minds, or at their early time of life to ſup- 
poſe there is no need to enquire any further 
what it implies, and obliges them to prac- 
tiſe. Without they purſue a wiſer meaſure, 
they will ſoon find all they have hitherto 
learned will be entirely forgotten; and, 
though they are ſo near the age of men and 
women, they will be very children in 
Chriſtian knowledge. 

The method I have e every one 
muſt allow, is eaſy and univerſally profit- 
able: as the taſk returns every Sunday, it 
muſt neceſſarily employ ſome of the atten- 
tion of the preceding week; the uſe of 
which, in fixing ſcripture de upon the 


tender memory, is of undeniable value. It 


ſtirs up in young folks a degree of praiſe- 
worthy endeavour to excel; a trial of {kill, 
- | 5 which 


( 


which is guarded from any mixture of evil, 
by the very nature of the ſtudy itſelf; and 
a uſeful ſhare of ſhame at being outdone in 
diligence... The number of each ſex exa- 
mined are not ſo many as to render it tedi- 
ous to the congregation, or merely matter 
of {hight form to the ſcholars themſelves; 
and the gradual advancement in the ſenſe of 
the expoſition taught them, according to 
their ages and capacities, rivets the meaning 
in their minds, almoſt paſt a poſſib ility of 
being worn out; ſince the length of time 
they are under this diſcipline muſt render 
it ſo very familiar to them: and as the 
mind unfolds, and gains more ſtrength, tlie 
ſpirit of the words will naturally affect the 
conſcience, and infuſe itſelf: into the ſoul, 
The conſtant repetition of the ſame precepts 
in different words, and ſupported by ſo 
many texts of ſcripture, muſt be ſome check 
to the natural inclination to vice, and pre- 
pare the heart for the admiſſion and im- 
provement of every virtue: and that not 
barely as it were upon mechanical princt- 
ples ; for the very vital means of procuring 
any valuable increaſe to our beſt ſtudies, is 
as poſitive a part of this inſtruction as any 
| G 2 other. 


( WI 
other. Hereby likewiſe the perſon of 
flower capacity has time and opportunity to 
obtain equal benefit with thoſe: endowed ' 
with readier powers; and they, on the con- 
trary, who through an uncommon quick- 
neſs are not always ſo apt to keep what they 
have learned, are in no danger of letting ſlip 
what is for their greateſt advantage never to 
forget. 

Taftly, The too great number amongſt 
us, who can neither read, nor have ever 
been taught the leading leſſons of their duty 
to their Maker, will have a regular, plain, 
and happy means of helping their under- 
ſtanding, and need only bring a well: diſ- 
poſed heart, and apply to God for help, in 
order to remedy the defects of their 8 
ignorance. 

It is truly grievous to think how many 
there are, though far advanced in life, who, 
if aſked merely for an anſwer to the Plain- 
eſt queſtion in the Catechiſm, are quite at 
a loſs to render any rational reply. They 
have hardly ſufficient knowledge in theſe 
things to diſtinguiſh them from heathens; 
can give no ſatis factory account why they 


were created, or why continued in being. 
. 


T% » 


If you aſk who made them, they FO Ie 
ignorance of the very God in whom they 
„live, and move, and have their being. 

If the nature and office of a Redeemer is 


propoſed to their underſtanding, they ſearce 


know more than that ** Jeſus was reputed 
ea carpenter's ſon.” And as to the pro- 
miſe of that bleſſed Spirit, held out to all 


who have enliſted under the conditions of 


the Chriſtian covenant, it may with too 
much truth be ſaid, they never knew that 


e there was an Holy Ghoſt.” Theſe are 


ſad wants in a Chriſtian community; but 
all this in good time, with God's blefling, 
may be made up to them who feel a defire 
to know their duty, through the means here 
laid down for that good purpoſe. | 
And as to the children; they who are 
qualified to inſtruct their own, will not only 
enjoy the greater pleaſure in ſeeing them 
improve ; but the very taſk will be extreme- 
1y ſerviceable, in refreſhing their own me- 
mories with principles which cannot be too 
deeply rooted. 8 5 


Such as unfortunately are apa . 


their parents, or who ſtill more unfortu- 


nately have ſuch as cannot, or vll not, 


wy Wir 
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help them forward in godly courſes, hav- 
ing a Sunday ſchool eſtabliſhed, will repair 
much bad conſequence from the above miſ- 
fortune; no excuſe can then be made for 
Ignorance; wilful obſtinacy and hardened 
wickedneſs alone will refuſe. or neglect fo 
.defirable a method of learning; where every 
'thing 1s provided, free of all coſt and trou- 
ble: but here, perhaps, with ſome, parental 
authority will be neceſſary to compel at- 
tendance. This is a duty of moſt ſerious 
.conſequence upon you all, and a weight of 
woful puniſhment will overtake you if it 
is neglected. Now the different means 1 
have ſo fully laid before you are all intend- 
ed to perfect the good deſign of recovering 
and improving in ſome, and eſtabliſhing in 
others, the principles of ſound knowledge. 
J could eaſily ſupport the truth of the 
arguments 1 have employed, by the expreſs 
opinions of very many learned, pious, and 
celebrated governors of our church; but ! 
am perfuaded you mult be ſatisſied wich what 
I have advanced, and take my word for the 
' >certainty of the ſaid authority. The dic- 
tates of your own underſtanding muſt agree 
to the refer and uſe of this exertion 
* among 


++ 6a * 
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l 
among yourſelves. However, as the public 
teſtimony of that highly reſpected charac- 
ter the late archbiſhop Secker comes cloſe 
to the point before us, reſpecting the good 
effects of ſtoring the infant mind with re- 
ligious knowledge, and further vindicates 
the meaſure I am purſuing, I ſhall cloſe 
this firſt part of my diſcourſe in the words 
of that amiable and pious prelate. 

1. As a recommendation of the very 
method I take with the children of our 
own pariſh, this excellent man obſerves as 
follows: 5 

Another defect in . e is; that 
barely the words of the Catechiſm are 
* taught, without any explanation: now 
the very plaineſt expreſſion in it will re- 
4 quire to be changed into others ſignify- 
ing the ſame thing, but more fully diſ- 
covering its meaning, elſe children will 
«too often learn nothing but the ſound ; 
„and unleſs this danger, which is a very 
great one, be guarded againſt, you will 
have ſpent both their pains and your own 
to little purpoſe. Beſides, all ſciences 
«© have their terms, which muſt be ex- 
* * to beginners, and ſome of theſe 
9 1 
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„in the Catechiſm are figurative ones, 
« very prudently uſed, as they take much 
% meaning into a little compaſs, and lead 


to the underſtanding of the ſame figures 


in ſcripture, but undoubtedly uſed on 
% purpoſe to be explained; without which 
e they are liable to make no impreſſion, 
or a wrong one, And further ſtill, what 
« js ſo ſhort as to be eaſily learnt by heart, 


* muſt have need, were it ever ſo clear, to 


& beenlarged upon; the proofs of its truth, 
ee the connection and end of its doctrines, 
4e the uſe and extent of its precepts, to be 
% thewn; and therefore, ſince the canon 
„with great reaſon requires not only that 
you examine, but ifruf# the children 


ein the Catechiſm, 1 hope you will think 


„ this a very neceſſary part of your in- 
* flruction. As to the manner of it, it 
* may be different not only in different 


places, but in the ſame place at different 


* times. Sometimes a ſhort expoſition of 
< the more difficult expreſſions may deſerve 


« the preference: again, aſking them queſ- 


„tions relating to each part, and cauſing 
e them to learn texts of ſcripture proving 
&« each anſwer, will be always of great be- 

4 „ nefit, 


( + ) 


<6 nefit. Further, the words of the Catechiſm 
« itſelf may be broken into ſhort queſtions 
„ and anſwers, to which others may be 
added out of the many good expoſitions 
« that have been made public.” The 
archbiſhop then proceeds to the excuſes 
frequently made for not attending dili- 
gently to this work, © that in ſome places 
« it 1s pleaded the children cannot read, 
& and their parents cannot, or will not, have 
c them taught: but here I ſhall cloſe his 
valuable directions for the preſent, by ob- 
ſerving, that the igt inconvenience is in a 
great degree happily removed in his place, 
through God's great goodneſs, in providing 
a moſt benevolent friend to the female chil- 
dren of the pariſh, who acts upon ſuch pious 
principle in this good work, as to affure it 
a continuance, and fair hope of bleſſing 
upon it, to thoſe diſpoſed to profit by it; 
and from the further appointment I have 
in view, by the Chriſtian aſſiſtance of ſe- 
veral worthy characters, I have pleaſing 
hope that the boys of our poorer brethren 
will alſo ſhortly experience a fuller oppor- 


tunity of 1 improving in uſeful knowledge 
than 


FT) 


* has been hitherts afforded the In 
reſpect to the before- mentioned lady, her 
unwearied zeal for the temporal and ſpiri- 
tual intereſts of theſe needy and neglected 
children, in clothing them, and providing 
them with ſchooling, exhibits the ſound- 
neſs of her faith by active virtue, and 
binds many who now hear me to continual 
returns of the humbleſt ſervice towards ſuch 
a friend. Would to God that ye were 
properly ſenſible of the Lotd's kindneſs to 
Jou in this particular; then would ſome of 
you be more grateful to your generous be- 
nefactteſs. I am ſorry, to their ſhame, to 
obſerve that it is far otherwiſe. As to 
* -thoſe who have grace to be ſenſible of the 
„ value of ſuch an inſtrument for their com- 
"vi fort, I hope and doubt not but their hum- 
= ble and earneſt prayers are conſtantly em- 
1 : ployed for her preſervation. 
|" Ihere is but one way to reduce the deſ- 
1 -perately wicked to order; and ingratitude is 
| ___ the baſeſt of all wickedneſs : when every 
humane and religious method fails, the in- 
„ fliction of thoſe wholeſome laws which, God 
[4 iN be — we have yet in ſtore, muſt be 
. 1 enforced. 
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enforced. Remember, therefore, that the 
«© magiſtrate doth not bear the ſword in 
« yain;” and be aſſured, I will not fail to 
apply to that power on every occaſion that 
deſerves it, when milder methods will not 
do, and daring wickedneſs calls for public 
puniſhment : at the ſame time, you may 
alſo depend upon the kindeſt and woſt con- 
ſcientious regard to every thing in my 
power for the eaſe and comfort of thoſe 
whoſe conduct merits er notice. 
2. I will now deliver to you the joint 
Kent of the other Wor ey | bkewiſe : 
mentioned, who was brought up at the feet 
of this Chriſtian Gamaliel; and, in imita- 
tion of ſo excellent a maſter, has lately pub- 
liſhed the following admonition to us * 
under his eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction. 
« As to the loweſt, and moſt laborious 
* claſſes of people, they have ſeldom either 
“ jeiſure or ability to educate their children 
„ well. And unleſs: the public and the 
i clogs. take th care upon themſelves, the 


« pro is, that they will have no 
* The . at that time ſerved a cure in his lord- 
ſuip's dioceſe. 


£6 educa 


Let 
t education at all. The uſual mode of 
* inſtructing them in religion, when they 
* are brought in the way of it, is by means 
© of the Church Catechiſm : this at firſt 
& can be nothing more than teaching the 
& children to repeat it by heart; but as 
& they grow up, and their underſtandings 
< open, it ſhould be explained to them in 
4 the eaſieſt and moſt familiar terms, ſhould 
be placed before them in various points 
& of view, and brought down to the level 
& of their humble capacities, ſo as to make 
&« them comprehend clearly and diſtinctly 
* the grounds and rudiments, the eſſential 
« doctrines, and fundamental duties of that 
4 religion, which is to be the guide of their 
& conduct here, and the means of their 
& ſalvation hereafter. This it muſt be 
& confeſſed is a laborious part of duty, but 
« it is a part ſo uſeful, ſo important, and 
4 ſo indiſpenſably neceflary, that I cannot 
* forbear preſſing it home on your moſt 
46 ſerious attention.“ 
I quote this paſſage to convince you, 
both how cloſely our method agrees with 


the rules here laid down, and alſo, that 
notwithſtanding 
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notwithſtanding the diſſipation of the times, 
and the reproachful ſcoffings and unjuſt 
cenſures of many, the pure and poſitive ms 

means of upholding Chriſtianity, and de- _— 
ſtroying the kingdom of Satan, ſtill exer= 
ciſes the vigilance and zeal of thoſe whom 
God hath ſet over us, to admoniſh and ex- 
hort unto good works, | 
I will only add one further obſeryation 
from the -archbiſhop's charge, which, as it 
ſo nearly touches the point in quiliipn, 
| ſhould not be omitted, 
A continued diſcourſe of ſome length 
** may alſo be requiſite on the Catechiſm of 
„our church, as it will lay before thoſe 
* of your pariſhioners who are come to 
„ riper years a regular deſcription of 
* Chriſtian doctrines, which they often 
* want very much for themſelves, and will 
then be enabled to teach ſome of it to their 
children, after they haye heard it toge- 
ether from you.” 
As this directly recommends the taſk I 
have lately adopted for your religious im- 
provement, and leads immediately to the Se- 


| cond Part of the ſubject, I will now diſmiſs 
you, 


I ILTIIEEREFSS 


- Es 
- EK 
- =y 
— ü—ęa—ÿ—ä y ͤ ä—ä—ü d — — — - 
, TOR r = - 
A OE OY * IF bh 3 — 


a . . — — ED" IRE —... . —— : == 
— N = 2 2 5 — 7 — — : 
3 3 2 1 C 1 : P R n * - - 9 R — — we 
* oF FF . ks 94 x > n A. 8 - ' - * ** & * 4 R 8 
8 __ BST: 7 hou : r p = A. - >. 1 2 7 WW . rn £ - =, A INE 2 . N 2 Ns 
= SI m_ — ———— IS 7 TE Ta: * ; l 88 228 2 — Wa. 4 5 e r — * - = 2 PS < 4 - 7 — gone > BO J k 
— — ROE, - nia het ol AE OE EY be ERS. veg wt” r If es by = Iv 8 4 er SE IE IR Ts Ewa * 3 * my. > D aopass N 
WE EIS 2 . Bro, CES — x + ond . 1 vo ein cw ed — WOE — 8 * _ — — — — AN _ | — - — — — ' 
* EB: ea RAI — — " — — — 3 l 5 1 


— — —— 
— - 

p — 
— — SIT: 


-- Sr K 2 e 
— pn CE DICE — — 8 


2 r 
w. 
— — 
WY —p > 
23 


"BE 


E 
God's bleſſing on what has 
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y prepared for 
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the remainder, when we meet again. 
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; that you may profi- 


is time 


you, praying 
been ſaid at th 


Now, &c. 


tably digeſt it, and be ſer 
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A * , 3 viii. bart of ver. 30, 31. 


And Philip ſaid, Ste thou what 


thou readeft ? And he. ſaid, How can J, 
Or _ man yeni guide . 


F Would not ooh 8 indifferent a Judg- 
1 ment upon your religious diſpoſition, my 
fries: as to ſuppoſe it neceflary to repeat 
the heads of my former diſcourſe, ſo lately 
delivered to you upon theſe words, in order 
to renew any impreſſion of the great con- 


ſequence of the ſubject. I have already * 
ſhewn you, from the nature of things, from 
fact, from ſcripture, and the teſtimony of 


the beſt and wiſeſt men, both of former 
and more nſodern times, the value of early 
inſtruction in religious knowledge : I ſhall 
therefore proceed immediately to the ſecond 
diviſion of my ſubje&, and endeavour to 
Vo L, II. H ED make 
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„ 
make it equally clear, that it is, in a great 
degree, through negle& of this eſſential ar- 
ticle of education, that when youth gro 
up they are ſo eaſily led aſtray, 0 
eſtranged from the ſervice of that church 
in which they were born and bred. 

Firſt then, as a falling off from regular 
attendance upon public worſhip in the 
church is become too common in many 
places, and by thoſe who have, in other re- 
ſpects, the report of being ſober and ſeriouſly 
inclined. perſons ; and as I am concerned to 
obſerve it is the caſe with /ome among our- 
ſelves ; it naturally produces an enquiry 


: ſtood, and at the ſame time moſt decent, 
' ſolemn, and affecting; it muſt ſurely con- 
..- tain abundant food for the exerciſe of the 
; moſt devout ſoul: and from the judicious 
regularity in which it repeats the whole of 
the facred volume; its prayers and collects; 
and the due application of every Chriſtian 
rite; no orderly and well-diſpoſed mind 
7 . but 


5 into the cauſe, and equally inclines us to 
i | 0 uſe our beſt endeavours to remove it. 
8 It being paſt all doubt that the doctrines 
i $1 of our excellent church are moſt purely 
„ evangelical ; its ſervice eaſy to be under- 


oF "T8 
but may find matter of exhortation and 
comfort, reproof and admonition, if they 
will but give earneſt, uniform, and ſin- 
cere attention to the holy form of, worſhip: a 
it adminiſters. 

That any ſhould appear diffatisfied with 
ſuch unexceptionable proviſion for the ſoul's 
health, affords matter of juſt ſurpriſe ; and, 
as the only way to account for a diſorder 
is to trace it to the fountain head, I 
think we may affirm one reaſon at leaſt for 
the riſe and growth of this very blameable 
conduct, to be the want of that early in- 
ſtruction I fo fully treated in my former 
diſcourſe; to the deficiency of ſuch a ſolid 
foundation of ſound principles as would an- 
ſwer every ſcruple of conſcience, reconcile 
all miſgiving fears, uphold the weak, ſatisfy 
the doubting, and put to flight a hoſt of fanci- 
ful and falſe alarms, which either the arti- 
fice of the Devil, or the infirmity that fleſn 
is heir to, may occafionally raiſe in wavering 
or melancholy minds, I am ready to think, 
I, fay, that this great error of ſeparating. 
From the eſtabliſhed worſhip will be very 
much prevented by the humble means al- 
ready mentioned: but as this will chiefly 
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ond a armour to thoſe who are coming up, 
they that have already ſtarted aſide we 
muſt endeavour to win back by ſuch me- 
thods as their harder caſe more particu- 
farly requires: gentle counſel, ſeaſonable 
argument, and charitable remonſtrance, may 
poflibly work upon Jome ; though I am, con- 
vinced the malady is often inveterate and; 
ſtubborn : and as it is doubtleſs more dif- 
ficult to reclaim one that is prejudiced in a 
wrong cauſe, than to keep him in the right 
at firſt, we muſt therefore not flacken i in the. 
exerciſe of every likely means, but exert. 
our beſt abilities in convincing them of the. 
error and danger of their proceedings, and 
in vindicating the honour and ſufficiency. 
of that church of which we are appointed. 
the miniſters. We muſt, as St. Paul did, 
become every thing to every man, in a, 
qualified ſenſe of humility of deportment, 
and charitable advice, that we may regain 
ſome : : we muſt, above all things, put up 
our petitions to. Him who alone can give. 
the increaſe, * that he would make us 
& paſtors according to his own heart.“ 
Habit has ſuch a powerful effect in every, 

thing, that it may well be termed a ſecond 

nature. 


11 


nature. Such as ka been perſuaded that 


| they cannot receive due information on the 
Lord's day, to ſupply the exerciſe of their 
Foy for the reſt of the week, muſt be 


„ %® = 


„„ 


many jetions to ſuch conduct ng 
which I fhall ſpeak to preſently), it is 


to be feared, either hypocriſy, perverſeneſs, 
conceited prejudice, a love of change, or 


ſome bad leaven, is at the bottom, 1 they 
perſiſt in ſuch unwarrantable deſertion, and 
do not return to the ſound and regular 
forms preſcribed for their improvement. 

If they profeſs to be of the eſtabliſhed 
church, they ſhould yield reſj pectful pre- 
ference to its authority, and not ** take to 
1“ themſelves teachers of the loweſt of the 
i people.” They have here the ſanction 
of God's houſe, where' alone his worſhip 
- ought to be celebrated by thoſe who have 
enliſted themſelves as members of the ſamę. 


In the plan I mean to adopt with the 
H 3 view 
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View oY weaning ſome, and preventing 
oth. from following theſe exceptionable 
cou , I have fixed upon a day ſanctified 
by the expreſs order of the church for pub- 
10 ſervice. The additional mode of in- 
ſtruction intended to be employed, to keep 
ſuch perſons within the bounds of regu- 
larity, and yet ſupply their moſt pious in- 
clinations with ſalutary food, has been ap- 
proved by the advice and practice of many 
of our moſt exemplary rulers : and it is 
more particularly deſigned for the purpoſe 
of removing all manner of plea for frequent- 
ing promiſcuous meetings in unlicenſed 
places, and, if poſſible, to put a ſtop to ſo 
vain and unjuſtifiable a cuſtom, which re- 
flects indecently upon the induſtry or ability 
of the regular miniſter, and is highly reprov- 
able upon every principle upon which it can be 
examined. The humble inſtrument through 
whom theſe helps to the more ſerious and 
the ignorant are held out, though he can- 
not, conſiſtent with a becoming ſpirit of 
humility, enlarge upon any peculiar excel- 
lence of his own method of conſulting their 
gqcod, may yet ſafely atteſt the fincerity of 
the defire towards it, which is inferior in 
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pusty to none who may besass you with 


the like affurance, and to whoſe care you 
in no reſpect belong: and, without the leaſt * 


impropriety, I may add, you will have a 


ſatisfaction which no ſelf- created teacher 


can aſſure, that every thing is dons de- 


« cently and in order” that you are ſerv- 
ing God in a regular way, under one'who ' 


has received due authority to inſtruct you, 


4 


and therefore you may more reaſonably ex- 


pect a bleſſing upon your ſincere 'purſuits 
after further knowledge of God's will. 


Laſtly, the hour fixed for the above good 


purpoſe interferes neither with the labour 1 


of your reſpectivs callings (which is a 


duty God equally requires you to be truly l 


diligent in following), nor with the very 


neceſſary care of your families during that 


portion of time you have to ſpare from the 


cloſe of work to the hour of reſt, which 


muſt be loſt to them, if you are roaming 


about the country at late hours (however 
good the intention), and which- cannot be- 
avoided by thoſe who are carried away by 


the attraction of various preachers. Who- 


ſoever adviſes you, from a falſe judgment 


of the trye way of purſuing the ane thing 
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needful, it: the good. will. makes up for 
every other deficiency, adviſes you againſt 
reaſon, and ſcripture. which is founded on 
reaſon; becauſe ſcripture cannot contra- 
dict itſelf, and becauſe nothing is eſſentially 
good which tends to defeat a greater good: 
and it will certainly prove more profitable 


to you, on all accounts, to provide, diligently 
for the welfare of your children at home 


(Gnce, you are told in God's word, that 
& he who taketh not care of his own houſe 
4% hath denied the faith, and is worſe than 
6 an-infidel”), than any thing you can. hear 
from thoſe whoſe conduct leads to; diſorder- 
and enden and 1 are da J ubr, 


d leading the Hind into error and milz ; 
5 17 
Vou will pleaſe to 3 at the farne: 
tine, that I am addreſſing only thoſe of our 
own community who may need ſuch ex- 
hortation: I have nothing to do with 
them that are without ;, I only wiſh, they 
would keep, to themſelves, . and not inter- 


fere with a buſineſs that belongs to others. 


I would merely exert my mite to remedy» | 
errors that have been introduced amongſt 


ourſelves; 


„ 


ourſelves; and to this end, when I turned 
in my mind the probable means of favour- 
ing the zeal. of ſome to good purpoſe, no- 
thing ſeemed more promiſing to remove any 
aQual complaint of wanting information. im 
holy things, than to commence A weekly 


lecture, in a familiar and inſtructive man- 


ner, upon the firſt principles of aur Chriſ 
tian faith and practice, as contained in the 


Catechiſm; of aur church: thus, by com- 


plying with the wiſhes of thoſe who ap- 
pear more pioufly. diſpoſed: than others, an 
opportunity would be given of removing 
_ prejudices, that may have taken place in 
uninformed, and; otherwiſe well meaning 
minds; at leaſt, all juſt pretenee of going 
abraad' in ſearch: af ſpiritual inſtruction, 
or inviting: other miniſters to violate; their: 
regular engagements, would be filehced : 
and this leads rae- to: ſtate: and conſider the 
many objections to ſuch a practice. I ſhall 
ſtate them ſeparately, and:angue pon them 
figs zg 57 
. Firſt, then, let us attend to tlie value of 
a regular miniſtry, and eſtabliſh its} inſti- 
tution and good effects from feripture; 
** aith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
wo: « through 
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te through the word of God,” faith the 
apoſtle ; and if we change the order of the 
words a little, it will ſtill follow in a good 
ſenſe, and how ſhall they hear without 42 
preacher ? and how ſhall they preach without 
they are ſent ? Now the want of this help, 
I humbly truſt, cannot with any truth be 
aſſerted to be your caſe; and it will, by 
God's bleſſing, become ill leſs ſo: a preacher 
you have upon the ſpot, whom it is your 
duty to hear, and mind; and he is ſent 
with every ſanction of order, and decent 
authority, as derived from divine and 
apoſtolical inſtitution: but if, after all, ye 
will keep away from God's houſe, the ſin 
will be your own. All ſcripture muſt be 
interpreted conſiſtently, and connectedly; 
and as we are thereby taught that we muſt 
not do evil that good may come of it, ſo 
every practice that may help to ſow diſſen- 
ſion in the general body, and eſtabliſh a 
1 bad example to the weak, is not praiſe- 
if worthy, but wrong. We are not to uſe 
8 &« our liberty that a weak brother may of- 
i « fend; much leſs is it juſtifiable to de- 
part from the obſerving of ſuch rules as 
ES. | a 6 | are 
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are neceſſary & to keep us together in unity 


« of ſpirit, and the bond of peace.” 


The means of a due qualification for any 
office are not the leſs valuable, though they 


may be neglected or abuſed by the poſ- 


ſeſſors; but he who has them, and em- 
ploys them in the work they are calculated: 
to promote, is certainly better qualified for 


a reſpectable and uſeful diſcharge of his 
office than thoſe who neither have, nor 
ever can attain to them, and therefore are 
too apt to lower their value, or obliged to 
ſupply their uſe by bolder pretenſions to 


| ſtill ſuperior gifts. But upon whom can : 
this. paſs ? Only upon thoſe as ignorant as 
ſuch 3 themſelves, and who are ſlaves 


to credulous weakneſs; and becauſe they 


do not poſſeſs the needful benefits of edu- 


cation, they miſapply ſcripture to depre- 
ciate theſe gifts and bleſſings of God. For 
inſtance, when they would avail themſelves 


of ſuch texts as this Not many learned 


are called;” which is by no means 
ſpoken to leſſen the excellence of the hu- 
man faculties, or the neceſſity of the means 


to cultivate them, but only to guard againſt 


the perverſion of the talent, and prevent its 


being 
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they had the extraordinary 
Holy Spirit poured upon them; 


(168) 


being directed to a different purpoſe than it 
is calculated to effect; which is to explain 
the word, and exalt and | pread the glory of 

God, the giver of every good gift. 
At all times the people are realy to call for 
a.fign, from every profeſſor of public mini- 
ſtry. The fign of John the Baptiſt was 
the hiſtory of his birth and alliance, and 
that he did many tvorders,” and was 
expreſsly deputed as a meſſenger . to pre- 
«© pare the way of the Lord.” Our bleſſed 


Saviour alſo appealed to his miracles, and | 


defired . to be believed for his works fake.” 
The power andanthority of the firſt apoſtles 


were likewiſe eſtabliſhed by the ſame means : 
gift of the 


and with 
them the teſt of miracles ceaſed. But even 
in our Saviour's time there were fuch 
things as /ying wonders 5 and, to guard us 
againſt the impoſtures of unqualified men, 
when his diſciples applied to him for ad- 


vice concerning ſuch: as ſeemed to them to 


need rebuke, his anfwer ſhewed, that re- 
ſpecting ſuch as could not produce the ſigns 
of regular appointment, or that poſitive or- 
dination which his immediate followers 
poſſeſſed, 


(: 16s: 


poſſeſſed, of them it was requirizd to (( work 
a miracle in his name.” And they who 
ſtill have not this due qualification, which 
has deſcended in ſucceſſive order from 
Chriſt and his apoſtles, do oftem pretend to 
preternatural gifts; but with what ſhew of 
truth or reaſon we need only judge from 
the aſſurance juſt now. delivered, that with 
the apoſtles all miracles. were at an end. 
If any ſhould weakly build upon the 
ambiguous; meaning of words, and aflert, in 
vindication of unwarrantable liberty to em- 
ploy the ſacred: function, that St. Paul aſ- 
ſerts, ** that ſo Chriſt was preached," it was 
matter of- rejoicing to him, even though 
« it was of ſtrife;F“ we need only refer 
them to Phil, ch. ii. ver. 3, to. clear him of 
any improper or dangerous meeming: Let 
nothing be done, lays he, through ftrife 
4 or vain, glory, but in lowlineſs of mind 
let each eſteem other better than them 
« {elyes.” The apoſtle cannot be ſuppoſed 
to write ſo inconſiſtently, as to commend 
and diſelaim ſtrife almoſtin the ſame breath, 
or that where he employs that word, in 
chap. i. of this epiſtle, he means thereby 
to afford ſanction to an uncommiſtoned ex- 
erciſe 


( 
erciſe of preaching ; but in the above ſpeech”. 
he only alludes to a ſet of im e con- 
verts, who had turned themſelves to preach⸗ 
ing, chiefly from' oppoſition to him; not- | 
being willing to allow that he was more 
particularly /et for the defence of the goſpel 
than they; and thus levelling, as many _ 
now do, the value of a poſitive commiſ- 
ſion, which theſe converts wanted: but, in a 
commendable warmth for the extending of 
his Maſter's name on earth, when he re- 
Joices that it ſpread at any rate, we cannot 
imagine him to mean it in the ſpirit of en- 
couraging irregular proceedings, without a 
manifeſt contradiction of his own repeated 
principles. But, after all, the apoſtle was not 
devoid of human frailty; he held 4e gift in 
an earthly veſſel, as the beſt do, and the ve- 
hemence of his zeal might ſometimes tranſ- 
port him to unguarded utterance. Even, 
in his truly pious wiſh to become more 
ſerviceable to the cauſe of Chriſt, the re- 
moval of the ſuppoſed impediment was 
judged improper by H iM whoſe grace was 
ſufficient under any infirmity, and the thorn 
Was rod to Continue, % to humble him, 
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« ſure,” 

The conduct of our r bleſſed Maſter Tales 
ſelf, the perfect pattern of our beſt endea- 
vours, who knew the ** end of all ſtrife,” 
that it © is as one that letteth out water, 
is highly worthy both our. admiration and 
imitation, At the ſame time that he diſ- 


covereth a ſpirit of toleration, moſt need- 


ful to be cultivated by all his true diſciples, 
it is reſtrained within the bounds of caution 
and due authority ; ; though he commands 
his apoſtles not to forbid them, he gives no 


encouragement to folloꝛo them, and to leave 


the original fold in which they were brought 
up; though he aſſerts, that ſuch as are not 
againſt him are on his fide, he requires 
ſome vouchers to ſupply the place of regu- 


lar commiſſion, as before obſerved ; and 


even ſhould this be 1njudiciouſly wreſted as 


ſome authority for itinerant preaching, it 
could only apply to that particular time, 


when miracles were performed by thoſe who 
ſo fully. believed in Chriſt, on report of all 
his mighty works, as by virtue of their ex- 
traordinary faith in him to obtain ſo high 
2 power: and it is further to Ne obſerved, 

that 
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that the different orders of the miniſtfy 


(*) 


were not then ſpecifically ſettled. Sinoe tlie 
time of Chriſt and his apoſtles, the-extra- 
ordinary influence of the Holy Ghoſt is not 
to be expected; the faithful and diligent uſe 
of the ordinary means of grace will abun- 
dantly qualify for ſach a diſcharge of duty, 
in this ſtate of trial, as to prepare us for 
the reward promiſed to thoſe who © walk 
in the commandments of the Lord 
* blamelcſs.” | 

As therefore ——— vols ef i qua- 


Vfication for the office of the miniſtry can- 


Not be pretended to without the higheft pre- 
ſumption, bordermg upon enthuſiaſm and 
profaneneſs, and in truth are wholly need- 
1c, fo we muſt look for ſome other ſuf- 
ficient licence to undertake it; and this can 


only be in apoſtolical inſtitution, as is abun- 


dantly proved throughout the writings of 
the firſt apoſtles, and which took its riſe in 
virtue of their Lord's o/n example in openly 
delegating them to act: for as Fr. Paul 
faith, * God hath ſet ſome in the church, 


fit apoſtles;“ and in the earlieſt days, 


after Chriſt was taken from them, they pro- 
ceeded to appoint the different orders of the 
4 miniſtry. 


„ 
miniſtry. One full text in point, in the 
words of the ſame inſpired apoſtle, to that 
order of men who were to continue the out- 
evard qualification in regular ſucceſſion, is 
as effectual as a fhouſand: The things 
& which' thou haſt heard of me, commit 
«them to faithful men, who. ſhall be able 
< to teach others.” And again: Ordain 
«© elders in every city, as I have appointed 
«© thee.” This is enough to ſatisfy any 
reaſonable perſon, that no other pretenſions 
are valid, but ſuch as have an outward com- 
miſſion. Other proofs to the ſame effect 
are equally numerous, as clear and pow- 
erful: a few will ſerve our preſent purpoſe ; 
though in a day when ſo many unlettered 


preachers are about, when even women of 


the lowelt claſs affect to have THEIR PEO- 
- PLE, and aſſume the public office of the mi- 


niſtry, the ſcripture cannot be too much 


employed to prevent the unwary from being 
deluded, and to ſtrengthen the wavering 
from following theſe ſelf-ſufficient guides. 
In the ſecond epiſtle of St. Paul to Timo- 
thy, chap. 11, ver. 5, he afferts, that“ if any 
man ſtrive for the maſtery, he is not 
* crowned unleſs he ſtrive LAWPULLY.” 
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In chap. iv. ver. 3, he N ce that a 
4e time will come, when they will not en- 
dure ſound doctrine; but after their own 
% Juſts (i. e. fond and vain deſires) ſhall 
«© HEAP TO THEMSELVES teachers, having 
« itching ears. And in his epiſtle to 
Titus, chap. i. he admoniſhes him ** to hold 
« faſt the faithful word he had been taught, 
4% becauſe there were many UNRULY. and 
<« yain talkers, and deceivers, whoſe mouth 
% ſhould be ſtopped ;” and he adviſes him 
& to rebuke ſuch ſharply.” If you wiſh 
to know the form of ſound doctrine, 
z which cannot be withſtood, irreproach- 
able, conſult the whole of chap. ii. of 
this epiſtle. And what is further cecam- 
mended to the ſame diſciple, who was. one 
of the firſt fathers of the church, i is, that 
„he ſhould affirm conſtantly, that they 
« who believe in God ſhould be careful to 
© maintain good works,” And in regard 
to women, he. commandeth that they 
&« ſhould learn in ſilence with all ſubjec- 
„ tion:” and again (probably from ſome 
vain attempts of the kind even in thoſe 
days) he adds, . But I ſuffer not a woman 
*. to teach, nor to uſurp authority, but to 
learn 
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« learn ſilence.“ And to another of his 
churches he orders, „that the women 
% ſhould keep ſilence, for it is not permitted 
«© them to ſpeak, for it is a ſhame for a 
* woman to ſpeak in a church,” or con- 
gregation. And to conclude his fentfulencs 
of the different conduct he recommends to 
this part of his converts, he cloſes the ad- 
vice with, „Let all things be done de- 
* cently, and in order.” 
St. James affures us, upon this point 
of diviſion, e that where envying and ſtrife | 
is, there is confuſion 3” which leads me 
to ſhew you further, the danger of attend- 
ing to ſuch as are not lawfully ordained to 
the work of the miniſtry : and St. Paul 
adds his confirmation of the ſame, that 
+ God is not the author of confuſion, but 
« of peace, in all the churches of the ſaints.” 
Without availing myſelf, therefore, of the 
advantage derived from the authority of the 
earlieſt cuſtom, and the variety of facts 
which ingenious ſtudy might furniſh, to 
ſtrengthen this fide of the queſtion, I ra- 
ther build the whole defence of the ar- 
gument upon the poſitive teſtimon y of ſcrip- 
jure only 3 ; becauſe that is open to you all, 
wo 1s: | _ 
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it is applied: and as that clearly directs 


{HY 
and level to your underſtandings,- as far as 


you to what order of teachers it is ſafeſt 


to attend, and abundantly diſcourages; all 


falſe pretenſions to uſurp an office of ſo ſe- 
rious a caſt, through the vain dependance 
upon private calls; as likewiſe all ſelf- 
created miniſters, whoſe authority has nei- 
ther miraculous teſt, or the regular ſue- 
ceſſion of holy ordinance to ſupport it; 
I ſhall proceed to point out the manifeſt 
danger to yourſelves of yielding to the vain 


fancies of ſuch perſons, and that from the 
general mode and tendency of their con- 


dudtt. | 
As the free gifts of nature, indepepdens 
of cultivation, are equally beſtowed - on the 
generality of mankind; ſo their natural 
views and pretenſions, unleſs reſtrained by 


pofitive laws and inſtitutions, which form 


the baſis of ſocial order and happineſs, 
equally impel them to aim at preference. 
and power: now the levelling that ſubmiſ- 
hon which is due to any kind of eſtabliſh- 
ment, that can plead the authority of di- 
vine ordinance, and which has been ſub- 
ſcribed to by general conſent, muſt inevi- 
tably 


| ny 


tably open a | flood-pate to licerttious liberty 
and confuſion, and reduce the community 
to the wild and barbarous ſtate of ungo- 
vernable equality; and the meaneſt la- 
bourer, in the fervor of deluded” fancy, may 
conceive himſelf equally capable and qua- 
| lified to teach, as any other who has no 
better belton to ſhew than his own 
perſuaſions: for as to education, when that 
can be ſupplied by ſo powerful a ſubſtitute 
as immediate inſpiration, every man, on 
the principles of original equality, and the 
inſufficiency of order and outward com- 
miſſion, lays claim to ſimilar privilege 
and benefit. And if ſome, who have had 
all the advantages of learning, can yet de- 
ſcend to encourage ſuch an error in this 
reſpect, no wonder the ignorant and bold 
ſhould tranſgreſs the bounds of decency and 
order; for all muſt be concluded ſtrictly 
deſerving ſuch a deſcription, who impiouſly 
invade the ſacred office, and deal out their 
indigeſted doctrines with preſumptuous 
freedom. From ſuch, my friends, I warn 
«© you to turn aſide:“ and my reaſon is, 
becauſe you will moſt likely be told by 
ſuch perſons, what will prejudice you from 
| EQ attending 
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attending your own holy church, con- 
fuſe your thoughts, and unſettle your 
minds. 

As for inſtance, in many br theſe private 
conventicles, and by theſe ſelf-formed teach- 
ers, you will hear the whole body of the re- 
gular clergy occaſionally held forth in a con 
temptible light; the weakeſt and moſt pre- 
ſumptuous pleas advanced for the preference 
of their own fraternity, and our mode of 
preaching objected to, as not being under 
any influence of the ſpirit of God, a fa- 
your they arrogate to themſelves in a high 
degree; and one proof they give of this is, 
becauſe it has not the teſt of extempore de- 
livery: the moſt filly and falſeſt argument 
as if every. good man did not aſk God's bleſſ- 
ing upon his profeſſional labours, and that it 
was not as neceflary to a wwr:tten diſcourle, as 
to every religious exertion whatſoever; ot 
as if the value of God's gifts of underſtand- 
ing, and his bleſſing in the mighty bene- 
fits derived from good education, did not 
form an eminent sion of the Dun 
favour. | 
Let us now coolly. and W 3 
mine Which has the be/ mark of the Di- 
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vine concurrence and gracious aid; a diſ. 
courſe partaking of all the eſſential ingre- 


dients to render it /afe, entelligible, and to 
God's Honour, and the important intereſts 
of his ſervants; or a jumble of indigeſted 


ſubjects, needleſs repetitions, and low com- 


pariſons, often interrupted by actual deſi- 
ciency, both as to utterance and matter, 
notwithſtanding the boaſted aſſiſtance of the 
ſpirit; and, to ſpeak moſt charitably, ſo 
often intermixed with offenſive obſervation 
and downright nonſenſe, that if the whole 
was taken down, and ſhewn to the inſpired 
orator at a little diſtance of time, he would 
be juſtly aſhamed of the compoſition, moſt 


probably diſown it, nor venture to allow 
it thoſe figns of that immediate unerring in- 


fluence, which can never be the author of 
confuſion and abſurdities. But even were 
theſe diſcourſes connected, eloquent, and with- 
out any of the objections above mentioned, 
which may be the caſe with ſome, where 
thought, talent, and ſtudy, diſtinguiſh the 
performance yet this is no more a proof 
of the ſpirit being more particularly con- 


cerned in producing theſe compoſitions, than 


in one from manuſcript, the effect of de- 
1 liberation, 
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liberation, judgment, and correction; for 


men have their various natural talents. 
The apoſtle ſaith, No man can call Jeſus 
„% Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt,” Does 


it matter whether I make this confeſſion 


with a book before me, or without one ? 
He ſaith further, Now there are diverſi- 


« ties of gifts, but the ſame ſpirit;” which is 


proof enough that no preference is due, 


merely for talking by rote, not even though 


the matter ſhould be intelligible and edi- 
fying. Again, © The maniteſtation of the 
« ſpirit is given to every man, to. profit 
„ withal.” Now which bids faireſt to poſ- 
ſeſs the manifeſtation of a wiſe and — 5 
ing ſpirit, and to furniſh profit to the hearers; 
that which is an obje& of reſpect, and will 
bear examination, or that which is often an 
object of ridicule, and can ſtand no ſound 
enquiry ? I leave the deciſion to your own 
impartial ſentence. , _ , 
The greateſt hypocrite may have the natu 


ral faculty of a good memory, and the knack 


of extemporizing ; may be poſſeſſed of auda- 
cious confidence and ſtrong nerves; while 


the moſt holy man alive, and the moſt reli- 


Siouſly 


n) 


giouſly informed, could not be prevailed 

upon to deliver a — without his notes, 
in public, upon any conſideration; and, 
though perhaps with every other qualifica- 


tion for the taſk but conſtitutional au- 
dacity, might poſſibly fail was he to at - 


tempt it. But if this man's life is upright, 


if his example is profitable, if his doctrine 


is founded upon evangelical principle, is he 
to be degraded as not being yet taught of 
2 None but fools or fanatics will aſſert 


Thus you ſee, my friends, how you 


3 be gulled out of the evidence of your 
own underſtandings. | * 

But further, there is a great dr in early 
Habit, as well as peculiar gift; and it will 
not admit of doubt, but that men of ge- 
nius might in a degree avail themſelves of 
the advantage of prompt delivery in the 
pulpit, as in other oratory, was it the cuſ- 
tom to have it early practiſed, * that 
without the additional effect of inſpiration; 
though in /o/emn charges, perhaps, the more 
1 and guarded method is the 
beſt. 

To vary the ſubject of ch re- 
flection, and invidious cenſure, and rather 
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than nor indulge this uſual talent by this 
lower claſs of teachers, when the minjfer 
does not afford fair game, they will fall 
foul of our public ſervice; they often ob- 
ject to ſome hard words that may be found 
therein: now the ſame exceptions may be 

advanced with equal propriety and weight 
againſt many parts of our tranſlation of the 

Bible itſelf. The word ſchi/m, for exam- 
ple, gives great offence, has a hoſt of ene- 

mies, and it is very natural it ſhould ; for 
who is over fond of a word which conveys 

immediate reproach and cenſure (and ſo 

very juſtly) upon his own miſconduct in 

this particular? No ſchifmatic conſequently 

(i. e. no needleſs ſeparatiſt from the church 
in which he was born and bred) will praiſe 

the application of this term, becauſe it bears 

ſo hard againſt himjelf It is therefore 
highly politic in all ſuch to conjure ſome 
miſchief in this outlandiſh ſound, which 
may work a n in the 1 n, mul- 
titude. 

Vou have b this wit explained ſo 
often, that did it not immediately concern 
this portion of my addreſs, it would be 
needleſs to repeat it. It is derived from 
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the Greek language, and. fignifies. literally 
a diviſion or ſeparation, as applied in a fair 
religious ſenſe : it is branded in ſcripture 
as a very heinous crime, for which 
reaſon our church prays particularly to 
guard her members from it; and it is no 
wonder, therefore, that all who wiſh to be 
thought extraordinary good, ſhould. object 
to its being applied to them. It does not 
ſo eſſentially concern our Chriſtian bre- 
thren, the diſſenters of this age, who have 
been educated for generations under a dif- 
ferent eccleſiaſtical form, as it does the 
daily ſeparatiſis before alluded to. Theſe 
objectors have a moſt curious method of 
ſhifting this charge off themſelves upon ws, 
though they had no exiſtence before, but 
in that body which they proceed daily to 
diſmember ; nay, they would join the 
general foe of Proteſtants, by involving all. NAY 
- alike in the charge of ſchiſm, rather than = 
allow themſelves offenders in this article. =; 
They make no diſtinction between a dif- 
union for the moſt dangerous errors and 
unſcriptural practices, and diviſion for the 
moſt trivial cauſes: they would have the 
ſingle opinion of a whuraſical individual 
| carry 


SEW 

carry as much authority as the ſentiments. 
of a nation, confirmed by the a& of the 
whole legiſlature, Upon ſcriptural deciſion. 
But I think it proper to repeat, that I would 
here draw a line between the regular Preſ- 
byterian and the conceited modern inno- 
vator, Liberty of conſcience, in following 
the tenets of our anceſtors, is a Juſt object 
of toleration, however defträtde it might 
be that we were all of one mind:“ but 
wantonly to deſert the venerable form of 
e worthip ſo long eſtabliſned by Divine Provi- 
1 : dence ; the peculiar church of our country, 
4 in whoſe boſom our forefathers have lived 
and died, and wrought out their ſalvation, 
and that without better plea than a rage for 
novelty; to be zealous in alienating others 
from their duty in this reſpect, and in fol- 
lowing every low and vain pretender to 
ſuperior excellence, is ſo very contradic- 
tory to good ſenſe and A | take conſcience, 
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vation could reaſonably be allowed good 
ground for contention and diviſton, the 


J wry pelle 18 Juſt as open to the weak ex- 
ceptions 
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ceptions of a diflatisfied caviller; for it is 


equally remote from ſtrict relationſhip. to 
our native tongue. Perhaps the mere Eng- 


liſh title of meſenger might be better ſuited 


to their purpoſe; but as we are not juſti- 
fied in crediting a meſſenger, before he 
gives full proof of his being commiſſioned 
by the maſter he pretends to ferve, ſo no- 
thing would be gained by change of words, 


while their ſenſe remained unalterable. In 


ſhort, their would be no end of inſtances, 
to ſhew the effect of injudicious zeal, to 
what poor ſhifts it is reduced, and what 
trifles it builds upon for its defence. 
Another danger from attending theſe ir- 
regular teachers, 1s the pernicious influence 
of the doctrines that are maintained by many 
of them. I ſhall touch but very ſlightly 
on this miſchief at preſent, as you are occa- 
ſionally guarded againſt it, whenever the 
tendency of the following tenets can with 
propriety be introduced in the courſe of 
my general inſtruction from this place. 
But as any proper notice of this part of the 
ſubject would take up more of your time 


ha 18 reaſonable to inn, after what I 
have 
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articles of admonition for your 


when we meet again. 


Now, &c. 
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45 Pbiliß aid, \ Uiiderflnit 7 2 his 
thou readeſt? And he ſaid, How can I, 


5 except _ man in ſhould guide, ne ? 

IN my two former diſcourſes u upon theſe 
1 words, 5 contrived ſuch a diviſion of 
the ſubject as might contribute to impreſs 


your minds with a diſtin& apprehenſion 
of the principles I recommended to your 


cultivation; the practices I could with you 
to avoid, as being not only needleſs, but 


_ unprofitable ; the great value of an early 


and ſound foundation; and the ſafety of ad- 
hering to that form of worſhip 10 which 
you have been educated. I concluded my 
laſt diſcourſe at that part which treated of 
the danger that often proceeds from an in- 
Judictous management of deep and myſ- 
terious doctrines, by unlearned men, to ig- 
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( 130 ) 
norant hearers. The particular tenets L 
then alluded to, were thoſe of the people 
called Antinomians ; and the favourers of 
unconditional election and reprobation. By 
the firſt are meant, the enemies of the law, 
or thoſe who cry down the value of good 
works, pretending ſuch doctrine is tos apt 
to raiſe the creature in his own eſteem, 
and who exalt the all. /ufficiency of faith, 
as being beſt calculated to humble him; 
by which a dangerous inferenee may be 
drawn by the ignorant and wicked, that 
: as the purchaſe is ſecured, little can be 
done on our part towards it; thus rending | 
aſunder what God has eternally joined t0- 
gether. Whereas the. only end of, faith 
muſt be good works, and without Cn: * 
is dead to all intents and purpoſes. But | 
this will always be a favourite doctrine | 
with the idl and preſumptuous, who are 
encouraged to continue in evil habits, from 
a falſe notion in what hape and degree everu 
thing is done for them; from a delution, that 
they have à certain remedy at hand that 
will qualify their remiflneſs ; and the virtue 
of which is ſufficient, if they can but Per- 
. themſelves they have a far/ in it: 
though 


thug h our. bleſſed Lord himſelf declares, 
all loch will call upon him in vain, WhO 
„do not the works that he hath com- 
„ manded.“ From want of powers to 


qiſtinguiſh, religious ſubjects are confuſed 


by | illiterate men, and perverted by the 
equally i ignorant congregation; and, through 
the joint readineſs of the heart to err, many. 
ate hereby led to commit glaring immora- 
lities, while they profeſs the pureſt faith. 
In ſhort, by lowering. the ſpirit of friving 
after holineſs, i. e. working out our falva- 
tion with fear and trembling, they overſet 
the pillars of the goſpel, juſtice, mercy, and 
humility, and encourage a falſe and dan- 
gerous hope. There can be but one ſure 
mark of our belonging unto Chriſt, - and 
that is partaking of his ſpirit; and the only 
proof of this is to bring forth the fruits of 
it. Ye cannot bring forth fruit, except 
ye abide in me,” faith our Lord: the 
conſequence is, if ye do abide in him, ye will 
produce good fruit; and if ye do not, ye 
«© are none of his.” Therefore, let them 
tell you what they will, if ye do not Chriſt's 
commands, ye cannot be faid to belong to 
him, and he will deny all ſuch at the laſt 
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day, whatever Keppes bares they may make 
of violent zeal at preſent. Now God's 
cowmmandments, or the moral law, and = 
Chriſt's, muſt be one and the ſame thing; : 
becauſe we know Chriſt did not come to 
make void the law, but to fulfil it: and his 
influence and deſign is to prepare to himſelf 
a people zealous of good works,” the practice 
of which will train and qualify them be- 
fore hand to enjoy the exerciſe of: further pu- 
rity and holy love in heaven. 
The other doctrine alluded to, as equally | 
dangerous, if miſunderſtood, is commonly 
termed preag ination. This leads to a fond 
and curious diving into, and bold deciſion 
upon, the hidden counſels of the Almighty 
from everlaſting ; which” being often moſt 
indiſcreetly handled, and as ignorantly ap- 
plied, tends to promote either falſe ſecurity, 
or fatal deſpondency, and may diſhearten 
many from perſevering in the plain paths 
of uprightneſs, or occafion an indul- 
gence in ſloth: whereas, the only decrees 
that can concern, or will affect the creatures 
of a wiſe ard merciful Creator, are ſuch as 
proceed in conſequence of a 7 condition, 
either ire our * or „ ; 
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which wilk prove our;fate according NRC 
have employed the gracious means to ob- 
tain the one, or, by neglecting them, have 
deſerved the other; and this implies the 
nature of a covenant, or ſolemn. treaty, 
which is the ſound and ſcriptural ſenſe in 
which I believe the goſpel has always been 
—_ by ſober reaſon, ; for all engage» 
ments do neceſſarily ſuppoſe conditions. 
In ſhort, we may thus far ſafely conclude, 
from our belief of God's perfections, that 
from all eternity he hath predeſtinated or 
appointed the humble and upright to a ſtate 
of peace and happineſs, and the wicked to de- 
ſtruction. But he declareth himſelf, that 
« he is no reſpecter of perſons, that he de- 
© ſireth not the death of any ſinner; aud 
that ALL Who Wonk ee 
« will be accepted in Chriſt Jeſus.” 

Now as many of theſe perſons, whe ad 
upon them to go preaching, about the cqua- 
try, are under no proper Juriſdiction, and 

conſequently out of the reach of .remen- 
ſtrance or reproof ; and as in the ſcripture, 
eſpecially. ; in E Paul's epiſtles (in, which 
they deal conſiderably), there are many 
i 6 hard to be nderſing d 120 they | 
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bend, and twiſt, and level theſe points ac- 
cording to their own particular opinions, 
and uncultivated underſtanding : for hav- 
ing no knowledge of the original lan- 
guage in which they were at firſt conveyed, 
and being above the confideration of par- | 
ticular zimes, circumſtances, and occaſions, 
which lead to a juſt diſcovery of their de- 
ſign and application, they interpret them ſe- 
verally as the letter ſtrikes upon their un- 
qualified judgment, or give a ſenſe of their 
own where they are incapable of 8 
n of the apoſtle. 

- Theſe paſſages are liable to various con- 
Aructions, according to the genius and 
ingenuity OTE the interpreter : and though 
theſe preachers may be claſſed under ſeve- 
ral diſtinctions, who profeſs in general a 
different ſentiment from that I am imme- 
diately oppoſing; yet as the mind of man 
is free, and few but have a peculiar and 
partial opinion upon particular points, ac- 
cording to conſtitutional complexion and 
early prejudice, which govertis the main 
tendency of his doctrine, I would only ap- 
peal to any preſent, who may have attended 
different orators of this ſtamp, what a con- 

7 6 | fuſion | 


1 3 


folic on of notions, what perplexity of thou ght, 

you have experienced from their dieren | 
Werte e of treating the ſime thing; if 
they have not almoſt prevented you from 
the uſe of thought at all. To a gteat num- 
ber of ſuch we may moſt aptly apply the 
apoſtle's deſcription ; ** Of teachers neither 
6.  undieſtinding what they lay, n nor whereof 
« they affirm.” _ 

From theſe cauſes the talkd becomes 
unſeliled, principles are at variante, and, for 
want of early aud ſolid foundation Nwbiclr 
1 maintain, would Keep men ſteady to their 
mother church), they go in ſearch of differ- 
ent information, get an habit and fond= 
neſs for variety, are daily entangled 1 in freſh 
difficulties, and become leſs cap able of re- 
liſhing the plain aud ſubltantial truths 
which thoſe who run may read, aud which, 
with prayer to God to bleſs their humble 
and hearty endeavours, cbuld not fail to in- 
vite his further favour, and prepare them 
for a place in his heavenly Kingdom; 

'To expoſe all the inconveniences and 
danger of theſe” innovations | in religion 
would be endléſs. I will only offer you 
ſome few proofs of its vnprofitableneſs to | 


you in other reſpects. 
* God 


( 136. ) 


God is unchangeable ; 5. what hehas ones 
commanded, he muſt ever expeck to be 
complied with : 3 I am not. come ; to deſtroy. 
the law, but to fulfl, | it, faith! gur blefſed, i 
Lord. He Who was with the Father, and 


n 


came. from him, and knew his, will, 'and, 
did, Nt, HIM we may ſafely truſt. The | 
commandment ſays, 55 IX, days thou, ſhalt | 
| & Labour, and do all that thou haſt to do, 
« but the feventh day, is the Gabbath of the 
& Lord. thy God.“ Induſtry in your ſe⸗ 
veral callings, and. the due care of your, fa- 
nilics or C ildren, are duties that compoſe 
wr greateſt part of the trial of the labour- 
ing man, while he has. health and King 
this - includes boneſty of courfe; and 
| gratitude , due to God for ability to AC 
charge the e, taſk, allotted to. the ſeveral, fan 
tions his Wildom hath appointed. vou, is 
ſhewn by a  fegular, and, humble, ſervice to 
him in, his houſe, where, by the public 
Ne of the laws, his worlbip | is eſta: 
bliſhed and a power to. perform it diſ- 
enſed to our. fellow ſubiects, who Ja ave. 
gen educated purpoſely for that high. of. 
Ice, and not where, by an impoſition on 
the lenity, of the e that e en 
1 * - 8 
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aenndück further implies . iy toGod's 
will, and Es praiſe for his. mercy, 


in affording Jou, uch a decent mode of 
ſerring him; bumility, ſobriety, and con- 
tentment in 'yourklyes, Juſtice towards them 
Who employ you,. and good example to your 
neighbours. And though you may be told, 

| the ſecret pleaſure ever flowing from ſuch. 
indiſpenſable duties, and ſincere endeavours,, 
favour too much of building UP, your orun 
right breouſnels, and magnifying the works of the | 
law;,. depend, upon it, theſe ate the fruits 

of a 1 faith: no one can perform them 
uniformly * and. permanently, who: is not. 
| convinced they are geceſſary for his foul's. 
W and they who have them not, 
thong! they. had 5 to . rEtmaye moum- 
tains, may. at laſt call upon thoſe moun- 
tains in vain to. cover them from the ven- 
geance that purſueth unrighteouſneſs aud 
preſumption, when, they, find their naked- 
neſs without them, their want of the true 
wedding garment, ang that theſe are the 
Ae "which, it ſhould have been 
i 5 WT every,” thing that interferes 
1 | with 


( 7 


Ain the fulfilling of theſe neceſſary n 
let the plea be ever ſo Plauſible, is faulty, 
and to be avoided, - 
| Regularity and reſt are the fri rings that 

afford ſtrength and ſpirits for © rings if 
theſe times are broke in upon, by gol 18 
ſome miles to hear a famous preacher, and 
continuing there ſome” Hours, both mind 
and body muſt return fatigued, and the = 
required at home of Courſe neglected: 
muſt, in the nature of things, 600 afl 
cuſe for ſome idleneſs the next day, the hours 
of repoſe and riſing being thus changed; 
an habit of neglecting your daily employ- 
ments will be inſenfibly contracted, and | 
the reſources of * ſupport being leflened, 
your families muſt "ſuffer proportionably., 
But ſuppoſing what you 80 to hear 'h bad 
none of the * objeQiotis I have 3 
and Was equally inoffenſive in matter, au- 
ner, and effect, the faculties of men, ' eſpe- 
cially after hard labour has exhauſted is 
powers of the body, are no ways equal to 
o long an attention upon one thing, with 
out yielding to the weakneſs of nature; in 
which caſe the profit can be nothing, and 


; it would' be much eafier-and better to ſleep 
ar 


* 3 
4 ” 
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at Bome: or or if otherwiſe! An 5; is ciation? 
ally collected between ſlumber and atte — 
tion will be fo imperfect, as to afford o 
real benefit. Be afſured, my friends, Wb c 
ever you may have been perſuaded to hope, | 
your utmoſt zeal in theſe. unfeaſonable ex- 
erciſts will neyer atone for your perverſe 
neglect of the Plain and Poftive l + 3 
the commandment. | | 
But further, nightly pteachmentk are open 
to. great objections on other accounts, how- 
ever defended by ſome pious motives. 1ſt, No 
| exception of any perſons can be made, with 
any degree of proptiety, where the word of 
Gad is made the reaſon of aſſembling; ; which 
often brings together a ſtrange mixture of 
characters; is ſometimes the cauſe of rude 
diſorder, and the profahation of the moſt 
holy things: and if this does not happen 
in the very ſpot, all ſuch meetings by 

hight lead to a ſort of riot both in collet- 
ing, and when they are diſmiſſed, very in- 
confiſtent with a folemn aſſembly : I ſpeak 
from known fact. Again, as from the 
very principle of a view to converfion, none 
can be refuſed, as before obſerved, many | 
mut be admitted, who (vithont any breach 


of 
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with the fulfilling of kits neceſſary duties, 
let the plea be ever ſo Plauſible, i is faulty, 
and to be avoidec. 

KRegularity and reſt are the bung 8 that 
afford ſtrength and ſpitits for ao 55 if 
theſe times are broke i in upon, by goin if 
ſome miles to hear a famous preacher, and 
continuing there ſome” hours; both mind 
and body muſt return fatigued, and the 15 
required it home of courſe ne glected: it. 
muſt, in the nature of things, ord an ex» 
cuſe for ſome idleneſs the niext day, the hours 
of repoſe and riſing being thus changed; | 

an habit of neglecting your daily Po. 
| ments will be inſenſibly contracted, and 
the reſources of ſupport bein leflened, 
your families muſt” ſuffer po portionably., 
But ſuppoſing what, you go to h al ha 
none of the objections Its ir ſpecified, 
and Was equally inoffenſive in matter, man- 
ner, and effect, the faculties of men, eſpe⸗ 
cially after hard labour has'exhauſted' the 
powers of the body, ire" tio ways equal. to 
ſo long an attention upon  ofie thing, with- 
out yielding to the weakneſs of nature ; in 
which caſe the profit can be nothing, and 
| it would be much eaſier and better to "ſleep 
al 
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at Wis : or if otherwiſe, whit i 18 ; occaſions 

ally collected between ſlumber and attey- 
tion will be fo imperfect, as to afford io 
real benefit: . Be aflured, my friends, Wbat⸗ 
ever you may have been perſuaded to hope, | 
your utmoſt 2eal in theſe unſeaſonable ex- 
erciſes will neyer atone for your perverſe 
neglect of the Plain and Poſtive ae of 
the commandment. 

But further, nightly prechinidtite are open 
to great objections on other accounts, how- 
ever defended by ſoine pious motives. 1ſt, No 
exception of any "bitte can be made, with 
any degree of proptiety, where the word of 
God is made the reaſon of aſſembling; ; which 
often brings together a ſtrange- mixture of 
characters; is ſometimes the cauſe of rude 
diſorder, and the profahation of the moſt 
holy things: and if this does not happen 
in the very ſpot, all ſuch meetings by 
night lead to à ſort of riot both in collect- 
ing, and when they are diſmiſſed, very in- 
confiſtent with a ſolemn afſembly : I ſpeak 
from known fact. Again, as from -the 
very principle of a view to converſion, none 
can be refuſed, as before obſerved, many 
muſt be admitted, who (without any breach 


of 
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of charity), it is well Known, ..g0 with no. 


pious purpoſe ;. curioſity, perhaps, the leaſt 
exceptionable deſign; 5 and the familiarities, | 
and opportunities of temptation, from the 
ſociety of good, bad, and indifferent, i in dark 


and ſolitary journeys, often lays the foun- 
dation of more vice than virtue. 


But, 


2dly, What is more to the purpoſe; 3% we 
find no poſitive authority, encouragement, 
or countenance, for ſuch ſuperfluous prac- 
tices throughout all the hiſtory of ohr bleſ⸗ ; 


ſed Maſter's miniſtry ; which as it is the 


true ſource from whence. any religious ex- 
ertion can fafely flow, ſo is it the armour 
they would uſe to defend every ſpecies o 


extraordinary zeal. Now. know but of 


one inſtance (and. that not ſolicited by him · 
ſelf) of our Lord's renewing the exerciſe 


of his heavenly. doctrine by night ; . it is. in 
the caſe of Nicodemus, Who, it is to be ob- 


ſerved, came of bis own. accord. and. fi; gly, 
and on a matter of private enquiry ; and 


yet, as our bleſſed Saviour urges our dili- 
gence, by cc warning us of the ſeaſon when 


+ no man can work, 15 conſequently 
would have loſt no time himſelf. His 
ſtay was but about three, years vpon the 


* 


he 


earth 


* 5 


EM 2 
earth as a a public "teacher; and no one, 1 


apptehend, Will account bim ack in his 
Father 8 buſineſs, during that time. Nay, 


who' can be ſuppoſed more earneſt in the 


cauſe of its advancement thin the bleſſed 
Author of the religion? And as he had the 
means of ſupernatural help, as is evident 
from his long faſting and Worklug of mi- 
racles, doubtleſs he would have uſed. his 


power in this particular inſtance of more 


inceſſant preaching, had he judged the ex- 
ample neceſlary, or had not known that 
the frame of mere mortal men was too 

weak to bear it with any profitable effect. 


Reſt, retirement, private prayer, and medi- | 


tation, are all clearly warranted by out 
Lord's example; who after the cloſe of 
day declined any further intercourſe witli 
the people, whom he muſt reaſonably have 
concluded to have retired alſo for the whole- 
ſome purpoſes already mentioned. But now 
that his church is happily planted, the un- 
interrupted means, aud due return of thoſe 
means, render all ſuch labours needleſs; and 


on the ſabbath more particularly. Any 


encouragement of theſe ſuperfluous novel- 
ties muſt neceſſarily interfere with the in- 
cumbent 
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cumbent duties. before ſpecified, as 1 very 
eſſentially binding upon you all; they muft 
be neglected while you are attending elſe · 
where the moſt religiouſly diſpoſed per- 
ſon will find abundant opportunities at 
home of exerciſing pious inclinations. 

Do not uncharitably attribute any thing 
have ſaid to idle or lukewarm principles; 
but receive it as a ſober and fincere regard 
for your beſt moral and religious obliga- 
tions. I have declared to you, according 
to the light I have, what I honeſtly think 
right, and ſafe, in my own preſent conduct: 
I have held up to you the pattern of the 
divine Jeſus; I cannot propoſe to You 4 
en 1 

If you have that zeal for pleaſing God, 
as many pretend, and are truly deſirous of 
doing good 1n your generation, I would 
| humbly adviſe you to let theſe valuable 
principles ſhew themſelves in a different way. 
Whatever time you have to ſpare between 
the hours of leaving work and repoſe, you 
will always find ſomething to keep you 
from being idle, for their good who de- 
pend entirely upon your diligence, In rel:- 
gious exerciſe, nothing can be a more pleaſ- 
ing 
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ing * to the great and glorious Aus 
thor, of your being, than inſtructing your 
ls. teaching them an early habit 
of worſhipping their Maker; talking to 
them of his goodneſs; and giving them 
leſſons of ſobriety, modeſty, honeſty," and 
contentment, by your example as well as 
ſpeech, - ** Rejoice. evermore, pray with- 
«© out ceaſing,” is the advice of the apoſtle; 
but preach without ceaſing is the faſhion” 
of thoſe who would ſet up for reformers in 
theſe days: prayer with them is quite a ſe- 
condary thing, and, from the practice of 
ſome, ſhould ſeem of no account; ſince we 
know that, even among thoſe profeſſing an 
5 exceſs of holineſs in other reſpects, ſome 
wuo.ill fit in their chimney- corners on the 
ſabbath· day, though the houſe of God is 
juſt at hand, where they might offer up 
their public ſupplications to We 
God, in the communion of that church, 
of which they moſt unworthily aſſert 
themſelves to be pious members. Thus 
they hardly allow the benefit of prayer one 
day in the week; though the ſame apoſtle, 
as if he had been deſcribing the future mo- 
del of our excellent liturgy q exhorts, « that 
| A firſt 
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# firſt of all, ſupplications, W FM 
« ceſſions, and giving of thanks, be made | 


4 for all men; for kings, and all in au- 
2 thority ; J char we may lead a quiet and 


it peaceable life: for this is good and accept. 


© able in the fight of God our Saviour.” 

Now, as the Tok would never have pre- 
ſcribed what was impoſſible to be done in a 
ſtrict literal ſenſe, without breaking 1 in ypon | 
other duties, we muſt look for the true 
meaning of this precept of conflant prayer; 
for if it had not been neceflary, neither 


would he have adviſed it. The prayer here 
meant, in the former words of the apoſtle, 
is not a frequent or continued repetition of 


formal worſhip, which belongs more pro- 
perly to the public ſervice of the Deity, as 


inſtanced in the latter paſſage, - but the 
prayer of the heart; the ſhort and true 


meaning of which is, the will turned 70 
God; that kind of prayer which would 


have preſerved our firſt parents innocent, 
and qualifies every action and ſuffering of 


us their fallen poſterity. This prayer is as 
much in the power of the molt ignorant, 
as of the greateſt ſcholar; it requires no 
depth of thooght, nor even kuowledge 


| letters: 


+3 14; 5 
ki: the lonely ſhepherd | in the field, 
the buſy workman in the ſhop, the moſt 


poliſhed courtier in the moſt ſplendid com- 
pany, may equally employ it, and, by 


ufing it with ſincerity of heart, render it 


acceptable to God; for as he is every where 
preſent, fills all ſpace, ordereth all events, 

and knoweth all things, we may lift up 
our hearts, without being obſerved by any 
but Him who ſearcheth the heart; we 


may implore protection in a ſingle wiſh; 


we may declare our praiſes by a grateful 
thought; we may be in the world, “ and 


<« our converſation yet in heaven:“ in this 


ſenſe we may pray without ceaſi ing, and be 
ſure of being heard; and I have given you 
this explanation, to ſhew that you are 
without excuſe, if you ceaſe to petition 


* our Father who is in heaven.” But this 


ſpirit of prayer can never be underſtood, or 
cultivated properly, without the benefit of 
thoſe early and ſound principles it has been 
my buſineſs to recommend . 
theſe ſeveral diſcourſes. 


Outward, poſitive worſhip muſt thank . 


be directed by ſincerity of heart, to render 
it acceptable; and it only differs in this, 
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that it has the obligation of an expreſs com- 


mand, added to the conſcious impulſe of our 
dependance upon God, and an humble truſt. 
in his promiſes: it is equally neceflary | 


with the other ; ** for where two or three 


& are gathered together in his name, there 


<< he' hath promiſed to be in the midſt 


; « of them.” God hath appointed one day 


for that purpoſe, and the remainder of the 


week he hath, in mercy, as poſitively fixed 


for the uſe of man in the various offices of 
this life ; intimating, by his own wiſe me- 


mortal, Jo the ſeveral duties of his crea- 


tures ſhould be confined to. the fix days 
allotted them to work. But how few, even 
of thoſe who would be thought more ſeri- 
ouſly diſpoſed than other men, obey this 
expreſs law of their Maker, but turn their 
backs upon the moſt holy ordinance he hath 


inſtituted for our good, and cut out a law 
for themſelves ! They leave undone the 


thing they are commanded to do; and do 
what might be left andong, without danger 


of tranſgreſſing. Nay, how few, in com- 


pariſon, ſhew any viſible alteration in their 
lives, or in the conduct of their children, 


with all their ſeeming zeal! How many, 


Aber 
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after attending hours at ihe places I have 


deſcribed, return without retaining one con- 
nected ſentence :of what they have been 


hearing ! And how few can conſcientiouſly 


declare they never go till they have nothing 
left undone at home that neceſſarily con- 
cerns the comfort of their: huſbands, wives; 


or families; or that this attendance is purely 


uninfluenced by idle curioſity, by the deſire 


of the loaves and fiſhes (i. e. the kind re- 
turns made them for this outward ſhew of 


piety), and ſolely from religious motive, and 


a want of due inſtruction in their 'pariſh! 


churches ! If they would ſcreen themſelves 
under the judicious caution of, Martha, 
thou art. buſy about many things, to the 
<< negle& of the one thing needful,” the 
apology will not apply: the employment 


here reproved by our bleſſed Lord was a 


buſy, needleſs, and oſtentatious diſplay of 


worldly compliment, in preference of reli- 


gious knowledge, and not a ſober and indiſ- 


penſable attention to the poſitive wauts of a 
family, purſued. in obedience to the divine 
precept, and of doing every "AY to the 


glory G i ;:: 1 


Be not t righteous over much,“ has cer- 
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tainly a ſtrange /ound from this place, bur 


it contains very uſeful ſenſe; it adviſes the 


valuable leſſon of ſelf- examination: it does 
not ſignify that it is poſſible-to be actually 
too good; but it directeth to ry the ſpirits, 
and not to depend upon a maſe of holineſs 


that may adorn and deceive for a time, be- 
ing the work of art, and not a change of 


nature, but which leaveth the Heart in the 
ſame deformity, as an ugly face continues 
that borroweth the like covering. 5 
Thus have 1 diſcharged what I conceive 
to be my duty to you on this occaſion ; at 
the ſame time, neither making perſonal at- 
tacks, or uncharitable reproaches, but giving 
you an affectionate exhortation againſt the 
too general and faulty cuſtom of running 
from place to place, for what you may find 
abundantly provided in your own church. 
J have ſhewn you that it is not needful. 
to your ſalvation, and may be hurtful to 
your worldly intereſts, which it concerns 
every uſeful member of ſociety to attend 
to, - conſiſtently with religious regulation. 
Nor do I verily believe ſuch practice is re- 
quired of any teacher, or follower ; becauſe 
I no where find reaſonable encouragement 
5 = | f for 
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for it in the ſcripture : and Chriſt having 
ſettled his church, and the order of admi- 
niſtering his worſhip, he could never intend. 


any new and valid mode (that in its exer- 
ciſe is hoſtile to the form God's providence 


has eſtabliſhed), without ſome Prophecy of 


his own to warrant the practice of 1,” .: 
I have my reaſons for not giving in this 
place any fuller opinion concerning mixed 


and ſtated meetings (elſewhere than in the | 


appointed place of worſhip) by thofe who 
are profeſſedly of the eſtabliſhed church of 
this land. The conſcience is 2 monitor 
that hath a powerful influence in devoutly 
diſpoſed 7 ; but the 6% may err. I 
do not pretend authority to diſpute its dic- 
tates in other people; but I may be allowed 
to account for any ſuppoſed failure in my 


own conduct in this reſpect. Some of the 


many arguments for not countenancing any 
thing of the kind by my own example, 
have now been delivered, directed, I moſt 
humbly truſt, by the pureſt deſire for God's 
honour, and the preſervation of ſolemn re- 
ſpect to our holy religion: for all purſuits 
of this caſt muſt ſurely appear unneceſſary, 
if you are only diligent in remembcring 


5 5 what 
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1 IF 
what you hear twice on the Lord's day, be- 
ſides the public examination and inſtruction 
of your children. But if any, among the | 
mote religious are earneſt for ſtill further 
profitable employment of the time their 
leiſure may afford that day, I would ſuggeſt 

a practice that muſt meet the approbation 
of every ſteady mind; and that is, the ſer- 
vice being ended, to retire to your own 
houſes, and there, after calling upon God 
in a ſhort private prayer of praiſe for the 
mercies afforded you of ſerving him, and 
for grace to profit by it, paſs the few hours 
that remain in diſcourſing upon theſe ſub- 
jets; comparing them (if you can read) 
with the holy ſcripture, from which they 
are faithfully drawn, and urging. thoſe 
who look up to your example to join in 
application to God in their hearts to enable 
you to carry your good reſolutions into 
practice. As all truly religious people, like 
thoſe of a different deſcription, will always 
be inclined to find each other's company; 
the inconvenience of wanting learning may 
be caſily repaired, by applying to thoſe who 
have had the advantage of fo uſcful a part 
of education: and if not one in the parith 

could 


* 
* 


Cl). 


could read (deſirable as the attainment is), 
the heart and conſcience remain ſtill the 
ſame; the one ever requiring amendment, 
the other as buſy in accuſing and admo- 
niſhing to reform; and both equally open 


to God. He will not judge you for what 


you have not, nor can poſſibly get; but 
only for what you have and abuſe. ha: 
then that candle of the Lord as far as it 
lights you; pray, and ſtrive to ee 
your corrupted nature; and n not 10 all 
will end happily. -: | 
If it is ſaid, that during one part of the | 
year the days afford more time of leiſure 
than the other, after evening ſervice; moſt: 
of this counſel may be equally followed: 


while you indulge the innocent amuſement 


of walking in the fields, or in occaſional: 


viſits to your friends. The cheering pro- 


ſpect of the new clothed country, and the 
manifold beauties and goodneſs of God's 
works, will help an humble and religious 
turn of thought: but the latter employ- 


ment ſhould never interfere, if poſſible, 


with the ſtated hours of divine ſervice; and 


ia the former, the moſt unlearned will find. 
L 4 Pup 


= 
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variety of objects for pious wonder, and 
grateful praiſe. 
And as to attending theſe e N 


ings being the happy means (as ſome ſup- 


poſe) of removing the dangerous alternative 
of frequenting public houſes, it is an idle 
obſervation ; for 20 truly good perſon will 


waſte their time and money on the Lord's 
day 1 in ſuch courſes, after regularly attend; 


ing the public worſhip; but the contrary, 


from what they are imagined to prevent, is 


frequently the conſequence of theſe purſuits: 5 


when fatigue, ſociety, and refreſhment, 


combine to lead them to theſe very houſes; 
i that the end i is often worſe than the be · 


ginning. 
As for you PD can read, 8 childs 


dren enjoy the ſame benefit, it is your du- 


ties, when you return from this holy place, 
to paſs a part of the remaining day, at leaſt, 
in the uſeful exerciſe of the talents God has 
pleaſed to beſtow upon you; by conſulting 
his word either in your own perſons, or 
through them, for the general improvement 
of yourſelves and families. Theſe are in 
themſelves little religious meetings, ſup- 

e 


(U) 
ported by propriety, ſenſe, and. decency; 


and, depend upon it, God requires no fur- 


ther as a poſitive mark of duty to him in 


this reſpect. But theſe are obligations 
which, as Chriſtian parents, maſters, and 


miſtreſſes, it is incumbent on you to per- 
form; and for the neglect of which you. 
will be atcountable at the W 95 on the 
Lord. 8 
My 5 friend 1 would: riſk my own 
ſalvation on the event, that if you lo 
all this counſel uniformly, with an ear- 
neſt defire to better your lives, in order that 
you may promote the glory of God; al- 
ways looking up to HIM, without wham 


you can do nothing; who endured unto the 


death, that you through him might obtain 
victory: if you ſeriouſly lay to heart what 
may be collected from this place, and with 
a truly humble fpirit endeavour to practiſe 
it; not building any merit from your own 
righteouſneſs, but | ſeeking his aid, who 
worketh in you both to will and do; and if 
you conſtantly uſe the devout prayers of 
the church to help you forward in the taſk 
and trial of your lives: if you do all this, 
1 e from a real * of love to God, 
N a fear 


4 et) * 


A four: of offending him, and a made for 
the ſalvation of your ſouls, you will have 
paſſed the ſabbath-day religiouſly and pro- 
fitably, nor need further inſtruction wrong 
me, or any other perſunn. 5 
And now, having dwelt ſo long, nat} FER 
aner on the ſubject of my earneſt de- 
ſire to purſue thoſe plans moſt likely to 
ſtore your minds with ſolid principles of 
Chriſtian faith, and to direct your ſteps in 
the ſure way of regular and uſeful practice, 
I truſt the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion cannot remain 
with any, of my 88. e of: owe 
grand concerns. 07 Y 
With God's bleſſing on m poor e 
vours, Lſhall carefully attend to every eſſen- 
tial article that may tend to forward this 
one thing needful, conſiſtent with the con- 
duct of my public charge. 
With regard to the many. e ln 
wen upon in this latter portion of my 
addreſs, I could not juſtify to let paſs a pro- 


per opportunity of delivering my free. opi- 
nions to you, agreeable to the rules laid 


down for my arofeffioual! duties, and that: 5 
under due application to the throne of grace 


to direct me for your advancement in true 
religion 


- 


( 


religion and virtue, and, at the ſame time, 


to help my own ſalvation. I now come 


mend you, my friends, to God's bleſſed 


guidance and protection; with this renewal 
of earneſt exhortation, and moſt affectionate 
advice, that you will not build too much 
hope on Hearing of the word (whereſoever, 
or by whomſoever, it 1s delivered), but al- 
ways keep in mind what ſcripture affirms, 
in words which cannot be miſtaken, ** that 


* not the HEARERS only, but the DOERS, of 


„the word ſhall be Javed. 1 
Now, &c, 
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Altutions, and contempt of God's ordinances 
the cauſe of national judgments. 


A VISITATION: SERMON. 
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ſuetudine jam pro nihilo habetur. | 
| Sax. de Bell. Jug: 


Quid triſtes querimoniz, 

Si non ſupplicio culpa reciditur ; 

Quid leges fine moribus 

Vanz proñieiunt? bp: | Hor, 


Religious principle the beſt ſubpart of civil in. 
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MARK, chap. xii. ver. 17. 


And Jeſus anſwering, 1 unto them, Render 


to Cæſar the things that are Caeſar's, and 
10 God the things that are God's. 


"FE have here the poſit tive d-clartion 
of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, upon a 


| ſubject that nearly concerns every Chriſtian 


member of ſociety. . He who was expreſsly 
ſent from the Father to teach men. his will, 


and to ſet them a ſpotleſs example of uni- 
verſal good conduct, was certainly qualified 
to deliver infallible judgment reſpecting 


every article of human affairs. 

It is obſervable that thoſe i impious * 
lers, who frequently engaged in the flagt- 

_ ious purpoſe of inſnaring our bleſſed Maſter 
in his ſpeech, and who appear ſo raſhly bent 
upon excluding themſelves from, the mergj- 

ful 


W r 
e 8 


FA * 
s 1 i — 


© AS et en 
- & . N 
o U 


C00 7. 
| ful deſign of his inſtructive diſcourſes and hed 
venly doctrines, endeavoured in this inſtance 
to ſelect a queſtion of a very difficult nature: 
by ſurpriſing him into a reply, which, under 
a reign of oppreſſive tribute, ſeemed likely 
to have eſcaped a patriotic ſpirit, and one fo 
exemplary in all he did for the welfare and 
comforts of his countrymen, they hoped to 
have found him off his guard; and, from 
the moſt deteſtable principle that can actu- 
ate a human creature, would have made 
ungrateful accuſation the baſe return for 
hourly good offices, and (had they ſucceed- 
ed) for an affectionate zeal in the very ob- 
ject of their treachery. But he who 
6 knew what was in man,” was aware of 
the inveterate malice which inſtigated their 
enquiry; and, in language which liberated 
him from the effect of their foul attempt, 
he at once defeats the inſidious ſtratagem, 
and fixes the obligation of obedience to that 
government under which it had pleaſed 
God to reduge them: e to Cel 
« the things that are Cæſar's.“ 1 

To ſeparate the manifeſt connection and 
dependance between the duties ſpecified in 
the text, would deſtroy the ſpirit and deſign 


of 
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of the precept; which was clearly advanced 


to ſilence doubt, and eſtabliſh an eternal 


pete 


My purpoſe in this aileerſe is to en- 


large upon the relationſhip of theſe duties, 
by ſhewing that a walful breach of the 
leading injunction is inconſiſtent with in- 
tegrity and gratitude; the ready motives 
that ſtimulate every upright and religious 
mind to glorify the Almighty in all his 
works. 

The order of the t text A this 5 
the firſt diviſion of the ſubj nec: 


Secondly, I ſhall e ae the vaſt import - 


ance of the concluſive precept, by dwelling 
upon ſome material points of general failure 
reſpecting the honour due to God in his 
merciful diſpenſations. And. 

Thirdly, I ſhall conclude wick i an n 
ble and affectionate addreſs, by way of ex- 


hortation and encouragement in the grand 


cauſe,.. 
I feel thong impreſſed, hay it nigh 


more become, and profit me likewiſe, to ſit | 


an attentive hearer, inſtead ' of apparently 
dictating in an aſſembly of ſo many learned 
and venerable brethren, whoſe experience, 
Vor. II. . ability, 
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ability, and attainments, far exceed my poor 
pretenſions, and demand the utmoſt reſpect 
and deference. But my humble and 
bounden ſubmiſſion to the inclination of 
my ſuperior, will, 1! truſt, remove every 
ſuſpicion of a preſuming defire to fill this 
place ; and relying on the former candour of 
my audience, I hope a reaſonable exertion 
in the cauſe of our common calling will 
cover the ill effect of many . de- 
ficiencies. | 
If we confider ourſelves as a ol that 
have reccived exceſs of favour from Provi- 
dence, the ſubject affords a large field, both 
of grateful praiſe, and felf-condemnation. 
By reverting, for an inftant only, to the 
ſudden bleſſing of peace, from the deſtruc- 
tive proſpect of united conteſt, and the 
almoſt inſuperable difficulties we- had to 
combat (which were fapping the very vitals 
of the nation), we muſt candidly confeſs, 
no immediate reform of manners, much 
| leſs any conſiderable or adequate effects of 
amendment, mark a grateful return for RO 
ſingular deliverance. | 
If we contemplate. the. gracious we 
that has been vouchſafed to the wiſe and 
arduous 


| arduous exertions of government, to recruit 
the exhauſted finances of the kingdom, 
which continue daily to exceed the moſt 
ſanguine expectation, and (unleſs our delin- 
quencies retard the progreſs) muſt affure 
the moſt valuable effects; how, under any 
influence of grateful ſentiment, can we 
withhold the ſacrifice of praiſe? If a cha- 
rafter can be found in whom intuitive and 
acquired knowledge are combined in the 
moſt eminent degree, and virtue in union 
with ability, ſurely no one will preſume 
to queſtion the benefits ſuch a diſtinction 1s 
calculated to produce, in Ming to conduct 
the formidable labours of the ſtate. If we 
advert to the value of true difinterefiedneſs, 
that rare quality | in elevated ſtations, which 
tranſmits in ſuch bright colours the honeſt 
fame of the renowned patriots of Sparta and 
of Athens ; and on which alone the auguſt 
fabric of reformation can proceed, or hope 
ſucceſs; we may juſtly praiſe the Supreme 
Director of all events, who thus. appropri- 
ates the means to his particular purpoſes, 

and the ſeaſons of promoting them. 
1 am not inſenſible, however, what the 
2a “ 
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moſt diſtant appearance of * * 
(from this place) may ſuggeſt to unchari- 
table judgment, and that it. cannot be kept 
too pure from ſubjects of that tendency : 
but as + God is the giver of every good 
gift, it exceeds my {kill to ſeparate the ex- 
cellence of the inſtrument from the value 
of the work, unleſs we conſider man as 2 
mere machine, neither to be commended 
for a profitable exertion of the talents com- 
mitted to his care, nor accountable for miſ- 
applying them. God's providence, i in this, 
as in every other valuable means he ſuffers 
to take place, equally exacts religious praiſe: 
and ſhould the pureſt fentiments ſuffer by 
my mode of 4 51 J take refuge under 
the conſciouſneſs of SINCERITY and TRUTH. 
We cannot ſufficiently exalt God's goodneſs 
in providing rulers tohis people, whole hearty 
inclination, and vigorous meaſures, aſſure the 
eins proſpect of peace and happineſs. 


„r 


incedis per ignes 


Suppoſitos cineri doloſo. une 4 


+ He that praiſes the inſtruments of good, praiſes 
God, who' hath given ſuch gifts to men, ſays the bio- 
grapher of one of the brighteſt ornaments of our 
b e learned Hooker. , F f th we” | 
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Is it not to their vigilant, active, and ſpi- 
rited proceedings, we are' further indebted 
(under Heaven) to an eſcape from recent 
calamitous embroilment, which threatened 
a ſtorm of ſerious conſequence, but is now 
happily ſubſided in a bleſſed calm? 

The efficacious returns of well-calculated 
economy hold out the ſubſtantial hope of 
future eaſe to the ſubject, and a ſure and 
provident fund in caſe of ſudden exigence, 
either to protect the kingdom, or check the 

inſults of foreign power. 
| Surely theſe are bleſſings Aw demand a 
return of pious gratitude ; let general ob- 
ſervation determine the degree of it amongſt 
us! It is to be feared this ſubject is ſeldom 
canvaſſed equitably ; people rarely regu- 
late their conduct by religious principle. 
They aſcribe no proportionate glory to the 
Lord for theſe manifold and great bleſſings, 
or they would ſhew it in their ways: pri- 
vate intereſt is often ſo deeply rooted, that 
it abſorbs every other conſideration, and 
makes equal havoc with reaſon and juſtice. 
Could we inveſtigate the charge minutely, 
the many examples of wilful obſtruction to 
the . expedients meditated for the public 
M 3 good 
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good might juſtify ſevere reproach. Pegs 
ple are often ſo blinded by the deſire of im- 
mediate -wealth, that they will not weigh 
this duty conſcientiouſly ; they do not re- 


flect upon the injuſtice of accuſing the rulers 


of failure in their projections, while their 
evaſive prevention helps to render them 
abortive : they moſt erroneouſly ſuppoſe. it 
no robbery to defraud the common, purſe ; 
though doubtleſs, in the eye of God, it is 

as much ſo as the detention of any right 

whatſoever. The apoſtle confirms it in the 

plaineſt terms: (Rom. chap. vii. ver. 17) 
„Render therefore to all their dues; 
« tribute to whom tribute, &c. And the 
words of the text eſtabliſh the ſame pre- 
cept: © Render to Cæſar the things that 
are Cæſar's, and unto God the things 
4 that are God's.” The crime of infring- 5 
ing this command is complicate; firſt, 
as a breach of the ſacred laws themſelves: 
ſecondly, in countenancing unjult and pre- 


Judicial objections againſt thoſe we are 


taught to obey : (Rom. chap, x11, ver. 1) 
Let every ſoul be ſubje& unto the higher 
powers, for the powers that be are or- 
% dained of God”) and thus opening a 

; door 


* 
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door to diſcontent, ſtrife, and confuſſon. 
But, above all, it is offenſive to Almig ty 
God, as every deficiency of this kind is a 
perverſe reſiſtance of thoſe ſecond cauſes 
appointed by him to advance the . of 
any people. | 
But further: Many may not be aware, 
that, in thus neglecting the part of faithful 
ſubjects, they relinquiſh the title of honeſt 
men; and that they are not only account- 
able for this perſonal treſpaſs, but become 
primarily acceſſary to the tranſgreſſion of 
others through the influence of bad exim- 
ple; as alſo to the ſupport of the moſt diſ- 
graceful deſcription of men: for, as in every 
ſpecies of fraud, there could be little encou- 
ragement, if none were forward to receive the 
unlawful gain; ſo, were conſcientious regard 
invariably paid to civil duties, the trade of 
the informer would have little practice: 
and the folly is no leſs obvious than the 
crime; for it ſhould be well conſidered, and 
thankfully admitted, that in the ſenſe of 
rendering to Cæſar the things that are 
« Cœſar's, in our happy form of govern- 
ment, we eſſentially conſtitute this Cæſar 


in ourſelves: we are prudently aſſiſting to 
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ſecure a quiet and reſpectable exiſtence in 


the ſcale of political power, and inteſtine 


comforts of the moſt agreeable complexion, 
at the ſame time; or, in the true ſenſe in 
which the title of Cæſar may be per/onally 
applied in our LO a becoming 
portion of our joint ſervices are indiſput- 
ably, are highly due to a prince, who (in 
the detail of, bleſſings for which we are 
indebted to Providence) ſtands foremoſt 
amongſt the greateſt we enjoy—a father 
to his people, in the moſt valuable and ex- 
tenfive ſenſe. 

We do not contribute to N the ſin- 
ful and extravagant pleaſures of a tyrannical 
oppreſſor; of ſuch a Cæſar as lorded it over 
the Jews, when our bleſſed Saviour deli- 
vered the leſſon in the text; nor is violence 
uſed to raiſe a ſecret fund that might en- 
danger the liberties of the people under 
him: but general levies are voted by free 


conſent, to ſupport the dignity of heredi- 
tary right; of a king ſuperlatively diſtin- 
guiſhed by the moſt amiable and religious 


virtues, whoſe compaſſionate regards, and 
ſoothing juſtice, extend to the moſt diſtant 
clumes, to oe wrongs of ASIA, and who 

| well 


„„ 
(ES 
well deſerves to be ranked among thoſe few 
humane Cæſars, whoſe admired worth hath 
derived to them ſuch juſt and immortal 
fame. - Thus, 1 in the enumeration of our 
political bleſſings, and the too inſenſible 


reception of them, I have adduced both 


reaſon and religion to ſupport this axiom ; 
that a perſon who is blind to the duties of 
his public relationſhip cannot poſſibly lay 
claim to an honeſt endeavour after Chr:/- 
tian perfection, which implies a faithful diſ- 
charge of every obligation to the beſt of 
our power, 

I ſhall open the ſubje& of my ſecond pro- 
poſition with this ſtriking denunciation from 


God himſelf, by his holy prophet, to his once | 
favoured people: (Deut. chap. viii. ver, 20) 


As the nations which the Lord deſtroy- 
<« eth before your face, fo ſhall ye periſh, 
e becauſe ye would not be obedient to the 
„voice of the Lord your God.“ 

I humbly preſume the following may be 
no unnatural paraphraſe upon theſe words : 


6 Notwithſtanding all the various mercies 


, Wo continued, and ſtill laviſhing upon 
5 you, unleſs ye caſt out the hateful thing 
6 (ingratitude) from amongſt yon, by turn- 


A Wi - 
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ing ITO the error of your ways, and 

worſhipping me in pure holineſs, ye ſhall 

all likewiſe periſh. I am now cloſing the 
long trial of my forbearance and pity, 
which I have exhibited to prove you, that 
if even indulgence' and proſperity do not 
touch your heart, and incline you to 
grateful reformation, the meaſure of your 
fins may be made up, and my juſt fury 

« poured out upon ſuch a people; that 7 

may condemn you out of your own mouth.” 

The aid of declamation is totally ſuper- 
fluous to illuſtrate our character as a ſinful 
nation; univerſal example ſpeaks the fatal 
truth. I have ſelected two particulars for 
the preſent diſcuſſion, each of powerful in- 
fluence in eſtabliſhing our guilt, and retard- 
ing the recovery of pure and profitable reli- 
gion, viz. SCHISM and LUKEWARMNESS, 

I am aware, that what J have to offer on 
the f/? of theſe articles may attract reproach 
from a particular claſs of people, amongſt 
whom, doubtleſs, are ſome well meaning, 
pious ſervants of our common Lord, who 
yet harbour a zeal without knowledge | in 
this particular: but, in my preſent capa- 


city, the impulſe of * muſt be TAY 
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it is ſufficient to my own feelings, that in 
what I ſhall obſerve I am governed by the 
pureſt good-will to all who have been de- 
luded and eſtranged from the ſalutary form 
of worſhip in which they were born and 
bred, by a falſe notion of becoming better 
Chriſtians than . thoſe who keep the law.” 
I have judged. the topic pertinent, as the 
place 1s populous, the error prevalent, and 
a number of young diſciples here aſſembled, 
who, on ſo particular an occaſion, may need 
a word of caution. 

I preſume not to meddle with "rod 
and opinions inſtilled from infancy, or any 
mode of worſhip permitted by the glorious 
privileges of freedom and charitable tolera- 
tion; I mean ſimply, by exhorting againſt 


the heinous fin of ſchiſm, to uſe my hum- 


ble endeavours towards convincing and re- 


forming any one who may ignorantly wa 


poſe it an article of little import. 


— 


This word ſignifies (a breaking off, or 
diviſion) ſeparating from the ſociety of the | 


church without any reaſonable cauſe: 
whereas the apoſtle charges the Corinthi- 
aus to live in unity together, that there 
* be no diviſions or ſchiſms among them” 
for 
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for even ſo early men began to have itch- | 


ing ears, and to attach themſelves from pre- 


ference to teachers, more than de&rine: and 
it is evident Saint Paul foreſaw the latent 
miſchief, when he further condemns thoſe 
who ſhould fay, „I am of Paul, and I of 
„ Apollos; and I of Cephas, and I of 


««£ Chriſt ;” for Chriſt could not be divided. 
They all preached the ſame ſaving faith; 


and we fee it was held unlawful and injuri- 


ous to the ſtate of the church to deſert one 
teacher and to follow another, though even 
equally regular. Now if this conduct was 
reprobated by the apoſtles reſpecting the 
above eminent names, the argument muſt 
be much ſtronger againſt following any 
ſelf- created profeſſors whatſoever, and for- 
ſaking a decent, regular, and legal form of 


worſhip under duly appointed miniſters. 


Indeed theſe very perſons ſhould be put in 
mind to ſubje& themſelves to the higher 


powers, for they cannot be ignorant what 


is threatened in 1 Cor. chap. xiii. ver. 2, 
© to thoſe who reſiſt the powers ordained 
& of God.” Now an eſtabliſhment that 
owes its birth to as wonderful an interfe- 


rence of Providence, as perhaps any event 
Can 


| | ( 173 ö 
can furniſh ſince the days of our canal, 
muſt be eſteemed (in the apoſtle's ſenſe) as 
a government ordained. of God; a church 
that teſtifies as pure and merciful reclaim 
from the groſſeſt errors that ever darkened 
reaſon, or combined againſt men's civil and 
religious liberties, muſt be ranked by the 
wiſe and good amongſt the choiceſt gifts 
of heaven: perſons not content with ſerv- 
ing God in /uch a ſociety, muſt be dead to 
all ſenſe of ſolemn worſhip, to all the be- 
nefits of peace and regularity, before they 
can be perſuaded to forſake it. 

It is a fin of ſo pernicious conſequence, | 
that the church prays poſitively againſt it ; 
and, I own, I cannot fee with what face or 
conſcience any one can. occaſionally join 
in that zeceſary petition to Almighty God, 
who, in the general tenor of their practice, 
are ſo inconſiſtently inſtrumental to the in- 
creaſe of the e 

Beſides the aggravation of this crime, 
in that it prejudices by licentious example, 
and the indefenſible violation of the moſt 
wholeſome laws, ſuch perſons exclude them- 
ſelves from numerous advantages that can- 


not poſſibly be obtained 3 in private conven- 
| ticles, 


See”, 
ticles, under a change of teachers of ſuch 
various and ſtrange deſcription : they muſt 
be reduced to prefer a mutilated ſervice, 
or one of bold innovation, to the pureſt, 
perhaps, that was ever inſtituted ; ſelected 
from the ſource of unpolluted ſcripture ; its 
compoſition. ſo judicious, affecting, and in- 
ſtructive, as to touch and raiſe the heart 
with grateful fervour to the object of its 
devotion; and perfectly anſwering to the 
apoſtle's rule of every thing being done 
% decently and in order.” And as to the 
tenets of the church, if ſalvation cannot be 
obtained within their influence, where ſhall 
we ſeek it ? | 
According to the original commiſſion of 
Chriſt himſelf, the preaching and expound- - 
ing this doctrine is deputed to an order of 
men, whoſe office is peculiarly ſanctified; 
and ſurely it is an incumbent demonſtration 
of reſpect to the Deity, to ſignalize his ſer- 
vice by every external mark of honour, 
even though the ſanction of the apoſtles did 
not {ſupport it: but we have their authority 
for the ſeveral orders we retain in the 
church, particularly exprefled and ſettled in 
many paſſages of their writings. Nay, we 
Th may 
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LS, 
may obſerve the regard God himſelf de- 
ed for a ſeparated and dignified order to 
miniſter before him; it being objected to 
one of the wicked kings of Iſrael, that, 
amongſt the greateſt ' of his offences, he 
* made prieſts of the loweſt of the people: 
and though, moſt aſſuredly, they whom 
many look up to as * teachers ſent from 
«© God,” are of the very loweſt of the peo- 
ple, and they can ſhew no teſt or ſanction 
for the office they aſſume, yet have they 
every deference paid them, to the utter con- 
fuſion and ſubverſion of all due reſpe& to 
the ſacred office. Again, by exceeding the 
privilege of law in frequenting confuſed 
aſſemblies, the holy names of God and 
Chriſt are often diſhonoured and blaſphemed . 
by the prophane; it adds. to the ſinful ſcof- 
fing of the profligate ; and, I fear, it is no 
uncommon ſacrifice to the ſpleen and pre- 
Judice of the ignorant multitude, to depre- 


ciate and condemn the regular clergy, and 


thus raiſe a polluted foundation of ſuperior 
excellence. Filthy dreamers, who are 
not afraid to ſpeak evil againſt dignities; 


whereas the angel did not dare to bring 


* railing accuſation againſt the Devil” 


_ (Jude, 


( 76 7 Þ 


(Jude, ver. 8). In ſhort, if at; will 
not be convinced by the joint dictates of 
good ſenſe and ſcripture, that they may 
ſerve their Maker as acceptably and effec- 
/ tually in the © place where he has ſet his 
name,“ and where their pious ſervices are 
ſecured from every indecent interruption, it 
muſt be placed to unhappy weakneſs and 
Ignorance, ' or wilful obſtinacy ; and till 
{me judicious and efficacious means are 
uſed to check this evil, it muſt continue 
10 gain ground, and the attendance upon 
the regular form of divine lr will 
gradually decline. 5 
I would beg your patience. for a few 
more arguments on this ſubject, which I 
have endeavoured to make level to the ap- 
prehenſion of the loweſt capacity. If it is 
aſſerted by any zealous perſon, that good 
may be proved to have followed ſuch irre- 
gular inſtructors; 1 reply, that though it 
is poſſible for God to bring good out of 
evil, the maxim of ſcripture forbids us to 
do evil that good may come of it. Now, if 
an ignorant, idle perſon obſeryes any re- 
puted good man to be totally regardleſs of 
Sans. his pariſh church, he muſt natu- 
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| rally/conclude coming to churets:; an indir 
ferent thing; whereas we are commanded 


to do nothing, though ven lawoful in our- 


ſelves, that . may cauſe a weaker brother 
< to: offend.“ All ſcripture muſt be inter- 
preted co c οrdantly: they who wilfully 
break one commandment, are guilty of the 
whole law. Let people labour. for perfec- 
tion continually, but let them be conſiſtent 
for nothing is more idle or abſurd, than to 
exhort thoſe to go on to perfection, h 
ate dead to tlie principles of; morality and 
obetlienca; i ho have not bdaid the firſt 
ſtone of the foundation. Gaui it reaſonablyx 
be. ſuppaſedzathat: God will deny thoſe: helps 
in the chürch, which it is pretended he ſo 
abundanthy affords to debe :oppoſe all or- 
ders as have iio authority but ſelf · perſua - 
ſion :? There muſt be order in heaven, be- 
cauſe: it is ope requiſite ts! the beauty o 
gooc goverument 3a whatever encourages ir- 
regularity, diſputes the valuei of poſitive 
inſtitution; uner ring wiſdom can never ap- 
ptove things oppoſite in their nature: No 
king ever delegates an ambaſſador, without 
outward credentials, as well as inward abi= 
lity : ſhall the miniſtets af God want leſs 
or. II. N ſanction 
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themſelves ;abd far their commiſſion they 
bore. that 


«1 ) 


ſanction. than the miniſters of men? What 
commiſſion can moſt of theſe itinerant 
preachers produce, beyond the warrant of 


| deluded fancy, and preſumptuous conecit 9. 5 


Should it be advanced, in defence of ſuck 


ſelf-eletion, that our Saviour delivered no- 


thing expreſsly on the ſubject of an eſta» 
bliſhed miniſtry, this plea for acting difors | 
derly is not well founded; for our bleſſed 
Saviour did poſitively nominate and appoint 
farſt the Huelve, and then the feventy they 
were regularly called, they did not depute 


ſign: which. could albne avail in 
the infancy of Chriſtianity, an extrgordss 
xary aftance of the Spurt: aud if the very 
firſt expounders of the goſpel were publicly 
ordained, even when | miracles alone muſd 


have afforded abundant warrant, it- is very 


fogular, now they are ceaſed, that an out- 
ward call and regular een 05 ad | 
diminiſh in its value. 
If an invidious objection is a ds 
aid reminds or-infufficiengy-of ſomne ind · 
that one he had called was à devil, imply 
argument of ſubmiſſion to the office bun 
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cs caſe), for the ordinance ſuke 3 and 


| likewiſe evince, that they who are moſt 
duly called, may hazard the reward of their 


lawful ſtation, by yielding to the tempta- 


tions of the world? Chriſt's ordination of 


the apoſtles, then, was typieal of the future 
eſtabliſhment they afterwards adopted, and 


may be traced in an unintetrupted ſadce fon, 


till herefy and error crept: in, and dE | 


the order of the church. 3 73 


The teſtimony of aiucylowss pores 


laſted no- longer than- the primitive chutch 
was ſettled; it is now plaifily daue mn. 
faith being the evidence of things not 
* ſeen,” Its peculiae work effected, the 


uſe of human inſtruction, under regular 'go- 


verntnent, ſucceeded, and wy 28 e (7s. 
gifts of the Spirit remained. ITY 
And to thoſe who pretend à ſcarcity of 
ſpiritual food within the pale of that church 


in which they were born and educated, let 


any man alk his own heart whether he was 
as good, when he firſt turned his back 
upon his own church, as he might have 
been had he followed what he heard there: 
if he was, there could be no neceſſity for 
deſertian,” * it proves that an ample 
N 2 : ſtore 


C woe ) 


ſtore of improvement was at. hand. If nat, 
he condemns himſelf, and cannot complain 
of wanting the means of grace, Again, 
the word of God is open to all: how bet · 
ter can the intervals of the Lord's day be 
ſpent, than te to; read, mark, learn, and 
< inwardly digeſt”! what is contained there- 
in, and compare i it with what you hear at 
church? Can any of you deviſe more na- 
tural or profitable employment than the 
inſtruction of your families and children? 
If you cannot teach them yourſelves, that 
objection is now in many places removed 
by the ſucceſsful progreſs of the Sunday 
Schools: you may compel their attendance 
ou the iuſtruction thus afforded them; and 
where there are none, you may converſe 
with them at home, and give them whole- 
ſome leſſons of modeſty, temperance, and 
humble reſignation to your lot in life: 
what in a fuller ſenſe is obeying God's law, 
or rendering him pleafi ing ſervice? And will 
any one dare affirm, if they aſk God's aid 
in church, that he will be leſs gracious to 
their petition. than if they make it in barns 
or. fields? On the contrary, while people 
ane themſelves, and are running from 

N one 


. 


one unlicenſed preachment to anotlier, the 


unſettled example affords children early and 
unfair prejudice againſt” the eſtabliſhed 


church, or expoſes them to the wicked habit 


+ 


of profaning the Sabbath. That relative 
duties are of the ulmaſt import to the Chriſ- 


tian character, appears from the apoſtle 8 


aſſertion, that they who are wanting in 
< this reſpect are worſe than infidels.“ 


Now they who leave their children to tlie 


hazard of evil habit, are certainly want- 
ing in this reſpect, and in the higheſt de- 


gree; therefore they can have no claim to 


the character of real Chriſtians, though it 
were poſſible to attend every meeting in the 


county in one day. But what is the uſe 


of attending God's ſervice any where? 18 
it not to impreſs. the neceſſity of acting 
wiſely and uprightly ? Be ye doers ef 


the word, and not hearers only!“ My 


friends, if you fall ſhort of this, the others 
are very unſubſtantial proofs of zeal to God. 
The true marks of our having the holy 
Spirit (ſays a ſound divine), and diſtin- 
** guiſhing- its ſuggeſtions from our own 
*« vain imaginations, are its checks to ſpi- 


ritual pride, ſelf-conceit, and diſobedience - 


N 3 | oy to 


0. 


** to government, in church and ſtate; 
% making us endeavour to keep the unity 
<< of the ſpirit in the bond of peace.” 
_ Schiſm, then, is a dangerous ſin, big with 
5 ſame offence at this preſent day as in 
1 the more early ages of the church, in that 
=_ it militates with the order eſtabliſhed . 
uf {| Divine Providence; 3 and, if not checked 1 in“ 


=: time, we may juſtly fear will finally pro- 
5 volk God to remove the candleftich from us, 
=__ as he has done from other nations. 
ö Many likewiſe are guilty of contempt of 
7 | God's laws, who refrain from the public 
1 | worſhip of their Maker from other cauſes 
| not leſs exceptionable. If any ſuch. are 
here, let them weigh the ſpirit of this tet: 
+ Hallow my Sabbaths, and May ſhall be 
« a fign between me and you,” The com- 
; mand 18 expreſs, the conſequence moſt gra- 
_ cious. How that ſign is perverted by the 
_ - unhallowed practice of our times, irreverent 
\ ö cuſtom | ſpeaks too powerfully H what the 
wo end may be ſhould alarm us! God will 
+ 1 | _  furely viſit for theſe things. The expedi- 
1 ency of religious reform in this ſolemn ar- 
1 ticle, appears from the pious efforts of our 
4 wmoſt gracicus Sovereign in his late admo- 
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nitory proclamation: but, "OY? the: low 
mark of popular, conviction - is not propi- 
tious to ſucceſs ; a, more hopeful proſpect 


of returning veneration to this command». 


ment would have appeated, if, when a queſ- 
tion. “ relative thereto was lately agitated, 
the teſt of pious ſentiment had marked a 
large majority in its favour, inſtead of a 
Chriſtian motion en loſt in a Chriſtian 
ſenate. * ie&2.x 

As I feel that Li am highly indebted to 
your patience already, I ſhall cloſe this 
head with the words of the moſt learned 
among the ſchiſmatics themſelves ; who elo- 

quently ſtyles this ſin, the mother of Con- 
+ fuſion, the nurſe of Atheiſm, the inlet to 
© Popery, and the moſt fruitful ſource of all 
© errors and herefies.'” 

Having thus far e my kurakle 
mite towards upholding the honour of the 
Great Jehovah, in the ſervice of his Meſ- 
hah ; recommending unity and gratitude 
for the mercies. we enjoy both in church 


_ ſtate ; and "HR by oxalting the 


bY „ The debate alluded to was on an 1 to reco- 


ee the veneration due to the IEEE by ſome pub- 
lie we aa 5 


Re: praiſe 
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5 ( 
bit and worſhip due unto His holy name, 


as the only ſure baſis of all true happineſs; 
public and private, temporal and eternal; I 


have only to add a brief word upon Juke- 


warmneſe, an article of higheſt diſguſt to 


the e and with which I thall con- 
clude. . | 
It carries its own 1 than barely 
attending God's houſe, without we worſhip 
him in ſpirit and in truth, unleſs we bring 
him acceptable ſacrifice, will produce no 
favour.” The Almighty propoſes his own 
glory as the ultimate object of devotion. 
He could have no deſign in creation, greater 
than to extend the knowledge of his wiſ⸗ 
dom, power, and goodneſs. The promul- 
gation of theſe, by a race of humble, grate- 
ful creatures, moſt beautifully fills up the 
meaſure of their duty, and conſtitutes their 
greateſt happineſs here, and hereafter, whe- 
ther taken in the capacity of men or angels; 
the hatefulneſs and bad effects of a divided 


heart towards ſo good a Being cannot 


be inculcated 700 deeply. The particular 
denunciation of the Almighty to St. John, 


againſt the churches who had relaxed in the 
= warmth of their firſt profeſſion, is well 
>, Seth | 4 | known, 


FX. ) 


* 


known, and truly fearful 34 ad it requires 


the extremeſt ardour in the clerical charac- 


ter to rouſe men en n fatal in in 


1 exerciſe s. 


the moſt obſearely ſituated of this' profeſ- 
fion have a proportionate taſk of vigorous 
-exertion to perform in the declining, but 

holy cauſe of their bleſſed Maſter; for the 
difcale is ſpreading. A great portion of 
this needful care falls neceſſarily on thoſe 


whoſe lot confines them to a conſtant at- 


tendance on their office: many of this 


reſpectable claſs of our fraternity may pol- 


ſibly conceive their fate rather hardly li- 


mited, when they meaſure their” appoint- | 
ment by a comparative ſtandard, and the 


intruding wiſhes of frail nature are attracted 
by the charms of worldly ſplendour. But 
let none undervalue themſelves” from the 
circumſtance of /ubordinate condition: there 
is no ſpecies of fame the human mind can 
deſervedly emulate, but what alike preſents 


itſelf to the moſt humble order of our call- 


ing; affords the ampleſt range for talents, 
learning, and application, abundant exef- 
_ for courage and magnanimity, 4a field 

"of 


In diſcharge ' of his urgent any; wah 
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of nobleſt ambition—the thief of doing 
good; and where ſome of theſe are leſs re- 


in a ſteady warfare, but rather glory that 


186 ) 


from particular ſituations, the reli- 
gious character is ſublimated by the induſ- 
trious cultivation of every Chriſtian virtue, 


| PATIENCE, HUMILITY, and RESIGNATION: 


and though, in the preſent ſtate of things, 
modeſty and metit may ſeem to languiſh 
for want of | recompence, yet let us not 


_ faint, my brethren ; we ſhall have a reward 


if we perſevere. in well. doing. The ways 
of Providence are inſcrutable : the chain is 
too infinite for mortals to decide, why their 
pureſt endeavours do not always meet a 
favourable. event. It is great conſolation, 

at the worſt, that we: ſo far tread. in our 
Maſter's ſteps. If we cultivate the leſſons 
dictated by our ſtation, we ſhall ſhare with 
him in the honour he obtained through ſuf- 
eri: and though we are not forbidden 
to aim at ſerving him in more conſpicuous 0 
rank, even here, yet we muſt wait God's 
good time, and ſubmit to trials, under aſ- 
ſurance they are diſpenſed in wiſdom for 
our good. Let no terms of reproach (the 
weapons of the weak or profligate) diſarm us 


2 your 


( 127 ) 


your lig ht fo ſhines as to attract the 9 18 
of has who walk in darkneſs, 
And of that deſcription. of the order, to 
whom God's providence hath diſpenſed a 
larger ſhare of temporal favour, whether 
for trial or for bleſſing, how amiable, how 


uſeful, is their character, who receive tho 


bounty as they ought; who dedicate of 

their good things to him who gave them! 
What portrait of human excellence can rival 
the faithful, humble, hoſpitable paſtor? 
The voice of gratitude extols his name in 
the report of the induſtrious, needy man. 
By relieving the ſick and diſqualiſied for 
labour, inſtructing the young, reproving the 
profane, and encouraging the ſober hum- 
ble Chriſtian, the father and friend 2 80 | 
equally in the paſtor. of the flock. 

In the cloſe of this addreſs, I neſt 6.0 
| bly beg leave to intimate, that diligence in 
the exerciſe of our office is abſolutely re- 

+ quired to render every other attainment 
uſeful. Neither brilliant talents, the pro- 
foundeſt learning, or diſtinguiſhed poſts, 
will finally profit us without it. 

And J ſhall retire with moſt grateful 
"__ to him, to whom alone all praiſe is 


due, 
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f 


due, if {can impreſs any preſent; dr my 


ſelf, with a permanent, fruitful ſenſe of 
theſe few ſcriptural remembrancers. 


As matter of encouragement to perſere- 
rance, let us all conſider the high honour | 
conferred upon us even here, in being in a 
degree the inſtruments of difſeminating the 


glory of God, the true end of all religion: 


this ſhould chiefly attach our labours. In 


addition, let us attend to the hope of the 


promiſed reward, in that comprehenſive 
welcome, Well done, good aud ee 
s ſervant.” = 

As a check to ndiliSrence on our part, 
whenever the wiles of the tempter combine 
with frail nature to ſlacken our vigilance, 


and expoſe us to the danger of being unpro- 


fitable, let us call to mind the awakening, 
the awful ſummons of the defrauded Judge, 
Give an account of thy flewardſpip! Ro.] 
fearfully do the riches, the power, the ad- 
vantages intruſted to us appear, with this 
inſeparable appendage of an account to be 
delivered! But let none deſpond: let the 
Proſperous rather exceed in grateful exulta- 
tion. In our father's houſe are many man- 


| fions : : the brighteſt crowns are reſerved for 


thoſe 


„ 

thole * ſhall well employ the choiceſt 
gifts, The Judge appropriates rewards in 
equity and wiſdom : let us only beware, 
not to hide our talent in the earth ; let us ſet 
our Afections on things above. And ta the 
ineffable conſolation of the loweſt of God's 
faithful ſervants, only reflect who is to be 
the Fudge the Lamb of God, flain far 
* the ſins of the world;” who hath gra; 
ciouſly declared, for the ſupport and comfort 
of all who ſtrive to follow his example, that 
5 the poor in ſpirit, the meek, the merciful, 

the mourner,” and even © the perſecuted,” 
ſhall not fall ſhort of glory, for they are 
already bleſſed; for zheirs is the kingdom 
af heaven. 

May we all finally r meet in thoſe regions 
of unfading bliſs, through the merits and 
mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, who 1s gone to 
prepare a place for all thoſe who love his 25 


Appearing. 
Now to God, &c, 
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Jens x, chap xxi. ver. Is. 


7 — Jai th unto Gives Audi Simon, fon of 
3 9 Toveſt' thau me more than theſe 2 
He faith unto him, Tea Lord; thou 
EFnoꝛuogſt that I love thee. 1 n 8 
um, Feed my lambs. ie th 10 


12 


1:47; + eee , ante! 
HE whole- Ave of our bleſſed 
1 Lord, as contained i in the vritings 
of the four Evangeliſts, is delivered in that 
form of inſtruction; which we call allegory, 
alluſion, or parable; a manner in general 
uſe among the Eaſtern nations, and well 
calculated to fix the attention of the lower 
orders of men, as being adapted to the com- 
prehenſion of the plaineſt capacity. Our 
Saviour naturally employed the mode of 
teaching then in uſe, and took advantage, 
fran its familiarity and facility of ſtyle, to 
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Ing, as applicable to his immediate purpoſe, 
but with an additional divifion of his diſci- 
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tradiſtiuction to each 


( 194 '« BY 
inſtil and propagate the ſublimeſt doctrines, 
and moſt eſſential truths, that were ever 
taught or received by men. During the 
whole courſe of his miniſtry, out bleſſed 
Maſter deſcribes his own __ under the 
figure of a ſhepherd, as he was 


indeed in the language of the ancient pro- 
phets; and his diſciples and followers he 


diſtinguiſhes by the appellation of his flock. 


In the injunction in the text he ſeeing, 
under the ſame character of the chief paſtor, 
to continue this figurative mode of ſpeak- 


ples into two diſtinẽt claſſes, which he plainly 
particularizes by his ſheep and his lambs; 
from whence we may. fairly infer, that be 
meant to exhort an equal diligence towards 
the younger part of thoſe converts who were 
capable of the earlieſt initiation into his re. 
ligion, as towards thoſe more adult per- 
ſons, who had inliſted themſelves into the 
Chriſtian warfare, Teach my /ambs, in con- 
5 can mean 
nothing leſs than a e. to his faith» 
ful apoſtle, to pay all due attention to the 
1 of that tender part of the flock, 


W's 2 *4 


4 


whoſe innocence and 8 levity e. 


quired all poſſible caution and improvement. 
As I think we may, without any violence 


or preſumption, receive the precept in the 


text in this ſenſe, it is my deſign to apply 
the ſpirit of it in the following diſcourſe, 
to eſtabliſh and defend the eſſential bene» 
fits flowing from the excellent inſtitution 
of SUNDAY SCHOOLs, whereſoever they can 
be founded: and particularly to recom- 
mend and encourage our own perſeverance 
in this laudable endeavour towards for- 
warding the ſalvation of that part of the 
community to which we * by watch- 
ing over their, morals, checking the fad in- 
fluence of evil habits, and ſupplying them 
with a deer of religion and vir- 
tue. 

In treating this e. I. ſhall firſt In- 
fiſt upon the neceſſity, benefits, and duty 
of this undertaking ;; ſecondly, I ſhall 
take notice of ſome; idle opjections that have 
been made to it by unbeheving and felfifh 
perſons; and thirdly, I ſhall. inſtance a 
ſad and ſingular proof of the rank remains 
of ingratitude and infidehty among us, and 
. to combat ſome falſe and uuſettled 


Q 2 | notions MO 


(3963 

notions concerning the influence of God's 
providence in the happy event which at 
this very time ſo nearly concerns us; and 
from this circumſtance I ſhall demonſtrate 
the neceſſity of cultivating betimes ſuch a 
foundation of Chriſtian knowledge, as may 
tend to prevent and defeat u e 
ſyſtem. 

It is obſervable, that the plain queſtion 
our Saviour puts to his apoſtle in the text 
is repeated thrice; doubtleſs with a deſign 
to enforce the value of the precept it con- 
tains: Loveſt thou me? And the teſt he 
requires beyond the poſitive aſſertion of the 
apoſtle in the affirmative, is equally pow- 
erful to recommend the duty before us: 

Feed my lambs. Or, in other words, “if 
you would convince me hereafter of the 
+ ſincerity of this profeſſion of loving me, 
„ ſhew it by taking all poſſible care of thoſe | 
that are growing up, whoſe years and 
6 ſituation expoſe them to more than or- 
5 dinary danger and temptation, and re- 
% quire of courſe proportionable attention, 
* exhortation, and inſtruction.” Here then 
we have a poſitive command, prompting us 
to the diſcharge of our beſt exertions for 
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che moral eden of youth in general ; 
and vindicating every wile meaſure and in- 
vention for that good purpoſe : but the ne- 
ceſſity is likewiſe urgent from the ſad con- 
dition of numerous individuals themſelves, 
the welfare of the 3 and a re- 
gard to our beſt intereſte. 

It · muſt ſeriouſly affect any one whe pays 
due reſpect to religious duties, and the hap- 
pineſs of his fellow- creatures, to obſerve ſo 
many forlorn children, whoſe parents and 
kindred are unqualified to inſtru them in 
the firſt principles of the Chriſtian faith and 
practice, expoſed to all the dangers that 
idleneſs and ignorance do naturally fubje& 
them. Some meaſure ſurely is expedient 
to remove this misfortune, and, the humane 
attention of many conſiderate Chriſtians to 
the valuable inſtitution in queſtion, ſeems 
moſt happily calculated to produce the re- 
form, No device could more effectually 


aſſiſt to ſtem the torrent of | immorality 


which pervades the kingdom, and through 
which the lives and liberties of thouſands _ 
of its people fall an untimely ſacrifice to 
penal law-: in the prevention of which 
evil; an acceſſion of good accrues to ſociety, 
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at large ; ſince a diminiſhed populace, « or 


a vicious one, muſt finally involve it in 


complicated ruin. But the grand object 


we ſhould hive in view is the honour of 
God; a regard to which will ever aſſure 
the happineſs and proſperity of the creature. 


The univerſal and increaſing contempt of 
divine worſhip, by unreſtrained youth, in 
moſt populous places, has for ſome time 
excited the abhorrence of the religicus and 
charitable, and animated their zeal to at- 
tempt a remedy, which, from general con- 


ſent and practice, we may humbly truſt 


will produce the moſt happy effects. In- 
deed we may venture to pronounce, that 
ſo valuable a mark of veneration to God's 
name, and holy day, affords a bleſſed pro- 
ſpect that religion's ſacred flame will yet re- 
vive and flouriſh in the land. Nor is it 
preſuming to ſuppoſe, that the pious en- 
deavours of thoſe who cheriſh theſe good 
deſigns, have ſtaid the arm of vengeance, 
which the crying ſins of a proſperous but 
ungrateful people daily provoke: it is a 
molt pleaſing and powerful proof, added to 
he daily and aſtoniſhing mercies we receive 


n heaven, that God') is ſtill with us. 
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That there are ſome ſo blind, that they 
cannot ſee. the mighty advantages derived 
from ſuch eſtabliſhments ;.. and others ſo 
perverſe, as even to diſcourage and oppoſe 
them, is in elf the ſtrongeſt argument of 
the neceſſity we maintain for every po ſlible 
check to ignorance and hccntiouſiels but 
to theſe points I ſhall ſpeak in due time: 
at preſent I ſhall dwell a little longer upon 
what more. nearly concerns the firſt divi- 
ſion of my ſubject; nor will it be eaſily 
denied, but that what relates to both publie 
aud private good, ruſt become the duty 
and intereſt of every member of ſociety to 
promote, according to his ability. 
Now, when through God's grace and 
goodneſs the mind of man diſcovers any 
inclination to the purſuits of virtue, it is 
matter of wiſdom to adopt ſuch means, and 
advance ſuch arguments, as are moſt likelx 
to forward the deſign; for the very beſt 
plans will fail in practice, if not ſupported 
by certain natural aids, which are poſi- 
tively eſſential to their ſucceſs. In "the 
calc, before us, little permanent good can 
be expected, unleſs that authority is ex- 
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rents, maſters and miſtreſſes, and magiſtrates; 
My chief addreſs therefore, at preſent, will 
be to the firſt of theſe ; and J would beſpeak 
your attention, from an aſſurance that 
whatever I offer proceeds from the moſt 
affectionate wiſh for the mutual good of 
yourſelves and children; and T hope I ſhall 
be able to convince you, how much it is 
your duty to uſe your moſt diligent en- 
deavours to help the ben of ſo uſeful 
an undertaking. _ 

Common ſenſe, no leſs ny Chriſtian 


charity, lead me to hope, that the preſent 


and future welfare of thoſe mot dear to you, 
both f in this life and the next, ſhould form 
your firft and moſt tender wiſh. If your 


children turn out wild and wicked, it muſt 


affect yau as well as them in the foreſt de- 
gree; and that they ſo often 4 involve 
their parents in trouble and ſorrow, is cers. 
tainly wholly owing to their being brought 
up in ignorance of their duty to God, their 


| neighbour, and halves: + what aſſiſts in 


any degree, therefore, in eaſing your duty 
towards them, and defeating this miſchief, 


unt e be RE uſeful and ne- 


ceſſary "Tr 


* 


& 201 
eeflary and it ſeems). eiche to ſups 


poſe, hae the means employed to remoue 
the fad conſequence of neglect and igno- = 
rance, ſhould fill the parent with the trueſt 
ſatisfaction; and, as they have, or ought 
to have, the greateſt influence over their 


offspring, that they ſhould# employ their 


natural power to forward the good effect of 


every” exertion for their happineſs. 
How lis it then that we obſerve: ſo 2 
fene and unnatutal a conduct in ſome, to 
the great reproach of ring, that is 
truly amiable in human nature? Why, 


with deep concern, it muſt be placed to the 
only obvious cauſe, that ſuch perſons have 


—_— ſenſe of the value of theſe bleſſ- 

ings them ſalves: their underſtanding is 
blunted by ignorance and long neglect; 
they have never been taught, and how 
ſhould they "#now They have no faith, 
and conſequently no hope and therefore 
they are in a manner dead, or indifferent to 
every mpansof grace, and the ſure and dread- 


ful conſequence of a life of fin and ignorance, 


and of the end for which they were created. 
It is the more expedient, therefore, to be 
vgs in godly admonitions to awake 
4 5 themſelves, 
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their children be better inſtructed, it being 


obvious, that from ſuch advantages the riſing 
generation will gain more light, and encou - 


rage again in their progeny what they have ex · 
perienced ſo ſerviceable to themſelues. From 
all which it is clear, that much good may 
be derived, both to individuals and the come» 


munity, by early and pious care; and that 
it is an indiſpenſable duty in all ſuperior 
relations to accept ſuch means of good to 
all under their care and juriſdiction, and to 
enforce the application of them by every 
poſſible argument and influence: and as 
what concerns the natural parent is equally 


binding upon the civil parent, the anger 
and magiſfrate, what has been already ad. 


vanced will be ſufficient for bot. 
Let us now attend to a few more ge- 


neral arguments to evince the bleſſing af 


this eſtabliſhment. A portion of weakneſs 


and depravity muſt be more or leſs ob» 
ſerved in the lives of all men; but all are 
not equally qualified to diſtinguiſh the pet- 
vading effect of this natural deficiency, or 
have they leiſure or inchnation to attend to 
its thare of influence in A 


% 


thay 
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beſt actions. Inſtitutions then, that are 
calculated to lay the ground · work of moral 
conduct, and to point out the latent ſource 
of all evil, muſt be e of at * 
pieſt effects. 
. Befides, as a further deten to . 
fi as much as poffible, we ſhould conſider 
life itſelf as uncertain : ** In-the midſt of 
life we are in death.” God will not be 
mocked for ever; our great enemy is po- 
erful and ſubtle ; viſul ſinners have na 
poſſible right or reaſon to expect any ex- 
traordinary methods of Providence to re- 
claim them. To flight the early and va- 
luable means of learning their duty to him, 
muſt be highly ſinful and dangerous: per- 
haps one of the beſt marks of a ſincere re» 
pentance for paſt ſins, and the only perſonal 
| amends to be made, will be the earneſt at- 
- tention to ſave your children from the evils 
that might have been avoided by a virtuous 
education. God, in mercy, hath diſpenſed 
in this land the ordinary and found means 
of:obtaining -his\ gives to/\hakp;leiitniquaiine 
need; and by putting it into the hearts of 
his fervants to inſtitute the-more particular 
an I am now W he hinds all 
that 
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6 
that are concerned therein to a double tie 
of duty and gratitude; for, depend upon it, 
no method is ſo ſubſtantial, ſafe, and likely 
to ſucceed in preſerving men from the fad 


conſequences of incurring habits of vice 


and profligacy, as learning betimes the re- 
lation they ſtand in to __ and how to 
obtain the divine favour,” | 

Sad will be the caſe of all thoſe wits 


madly and profanely truſt, that, after paſſing 


their whole lives in ſin and ignorance, and 
a wilful perverſeneſs to reform and be in- 
ſtructed, they may at laſt be reclaimed 
and pardoned by ſome extraordinary inter- 
vention of partial mercy : this is a pre- 
ſumption of a moſt dangerous and horrid 
caſt, totally repugnant to all that Chriſt 
taught and commanded, in the view of 
promoting his kingdom of righteouſneſs: 
for with what ſenſe or ſecurity. can you ex- 
pect miracles in your own or your children's 
favour, whilſt you obſtinately continue, 
during a long courſe of time, to deſpiſe the 
eaſy and regular means he hath ordained for 
your good? In truth, to reclaim a hardened | 
tianer is among the greateft of miracles ; it 

* as God himſelf moſt forcibly paints 
it 


— 


(295 ): 


it in the words of his prophet (and in or- 
der to deter men from: proceeding to ſuch 
dreadful extremities), as ſoon to be expected 
as to waſh the Ethiopian white, or for the 
leopard to change his ſpots. We know 
that there is joy in heaven over one finner that 
repenteth; but then it is of one who bring- 
eth forth fruits meet for repentance; in the 
amendment of life: and though ſome few 
may be accepted that have wrought but 
one hour in God's vineyard, yet you have 
been warned a thouſand times not to build 


on ſuch preſumptuous hope, unleſs you can 


ſay truly you were never called ſooner to 


work, Therefore, my friends, let me be- 


ſeech you not to prevent God's mercies to- 
wards your own children, who are now 
called to learn to improve their liyes and 
ſerve their Maker, leſt your condemnation 


at the laſt dread day of account be more 


ſevere than for your own ſingle treſpaſſes. 
God knows, if his pity. towards many was 
no greater than that of their natural parents, 
in this article of watching over their reli- 
gious and moral conduct, lamentable in- 
deed: would be their caſe. Cheriſh then 
the happy opportunity of cloſing with his 

goodneſs 
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- gvodiiels' in this: proviſion he hath graciouſly 
appointed for you: nor can I forbear re- 
peating to you, that heavy will be the ſen- 
tence againſt all 'who wink at their chil- 
dren's neglect, from a miſtaben, wicked, and 
unkind indulgence of their idle inclinations; 
againſt all who fail to fend them to the 
place of general inſtruction on the Lord's 
day, or who withhold correction 3 (vn. 
known to them) they ſtay away. Again 
all ſuch their on children ſhall — up 
in the day of judgment, and condemn them 
with unutterable upbraidings, becauſe: they 
were acceſſary in hindering them from 
profiting by the good will and Chriſtian 
labours of thoſe who, under Heaven, would 
have been inſtrumental to their beſt: and 
eternal intereſts, by providing for their 
improvement, and —_ that _ lea 
their duty. | 1 
The neceſſity, boned, ol els of 
| this undertaking having been plainly ſtated 
to you, I come now, ſecondly, to advert to 
ſome objections that have been raiſed againſt 
this moſt uſeful and pious eſtabliſnment. 
It may ſeem ſtrange, but it is never- 
theleſs moſt true, that on one hand, even 
| | | | among 


( 207 ) 


among ſome who would wiſh to paſe for 


the mo/} godly, unfavourable ſurmiſes and 
vague doubts have been ſuggeſted as to the 
purity of any effect from ſuch exertions: 
whether they might not tend to exalt the 


mme in n en gn and give too 


to the works of the Jaw 7 


great | 
or whether they might originate and pro- 


ceed upon true goſpel principles. Now, as 
to the fir/t apprehenſion, Chriſt's kingdom, 
we know, muſt be compoſed of-** a-people 
„ zealous of good works. If we are taught 
to avoid and dread the fins. that pollute 
the world, we ſhall in time become this 
deſcription of people. We are likewiſe 
told, that whatever we do unto theſe 
*< little ones, is done unto. Chriſt himſelf:” 
the good then that is done to his creatures 
and ſervants, and for the glory of his name, 
will certainly exalt our own; but it will 
be only in God's favour, and not in our 
own eſteem. As to the ſecand doubt, I 


ſhall only obſerve, that where the chief 


employment is to learn to read the goſpel, 
and to imbibe its precepts, all ſuch idle and 


conceited miſgivings can only be upheld 


by difingenuous and invidious arguments; 
and 
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and are fo jriflng, abſurd, and weak, that 1 
ſhall not vouchſafe them another moment's 
notice. But, on the other hand, the ſober- 
minded Chriſtian hath alſo ſometimes taken 
the alarm, and entertained à fear (through 
honeſt zeal for our eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſh - 
ment, which ĩs highly commendable in all 
its members) leſt this attempt at 'reformay 
tion of the multitude may have originated 
in the ſecret machinations of perſons devoted 
to innovation; and from that ſuſpicion rather 
ſet their faces againſt the work, fearing it 
might open a further door to chip and 
enthufiaſm. But in this they have been 
much miſtaken; for I will not heſitate to 
affirm, that nothing is more likely to check 
the progreſs of any injurious influence upon 
the eſtabliſhed principles of our church, 
than to prevent the tender mind from 
colletding prejudices, by furniſhing them be- 
times with /ober precepts of the law of God, 
as confirmed by Chriſt himſelf, and not 
aboliſhed, in the goſpel. It is the ſhameful 
abuſe of this ſolemn day of reſt, the long 
neglect to have it ſtrictly honoured by the 
populace, that affords an opportunity, 
through whim and novelty, to frequent 
| promiſcuous 


( a ) 


pfomiſcuous conventieles, and furniſhes = 
ſpecious argument to all deſcriptions of 
intovators to increaſe their. proſelytes, and 
decry the value of our regular eſtabliſhment, 


which they ſee ſo little attended and encou- 


raped. © It is this great crime which ever 
did of old, and doubtleſs ſtill continues to 

draw down judgments, and, if not reformed, 
Will prepare tilt more for every irreligious 
community. The Lord is the ſame yel- 
terday, to-day, and for ever :. what he once 
commanded to be kept holy he can never” 
wink at being profaned; and if nothing 
but the Nn of awful reſpe& to his 
law was to be gained by it, 1 am unde 
ſome hope of favour might be encouraged 
even by this beginning. But the proſpect 
is more promiſing, as the deſign is deeper 
than mere form; for by fo conſiderate and 
pious a proviſion being made for the pro- 
tection and improvement of the infant poor, 
ſuch art abundance of good ſeed is ſown, as 
muſt produce ſome _ retury, and much 
future increaſe. 

a We ate told by a pious and exemplary'® pte- 
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late of the. oreſent day, that. not. leſs than 


300,000 children are every Sunday pro- 


| vided with the means of learning the im- 
portant duties of that holy day, of getting 


an early habit of reſpecting it, and ot courſe 
are prevented from, falling into numberleſs 


5 dangers which the devil is buſy to lay in 
tlie way of thoſe who are off their guard, 


and which ignorance, idleneſs, and vicious 
company expoſe them to. | 
No one, if he will think but one mo- 
ment, can avoid ſceing the vaſt benefit flow- 
ing from ſuch care of youth, and the ge- 
neral regard for the welfare of thoſe ſo near 


to us. The ſingle reflection, on the contrary 
part, of having ſo large a body of the popu- 


lace, as above ſpecified, remain in the greateſt 
ighorance, and daily ſtrengthened in every 
vicious practice, hath ſomething in it ſo 
ſhocking and alarming, that it is of itſelf 


ſufficient to convince us of the ineſtimable 


value of ſo faving a prevention from de- 
ſtruction. The cauſe needs no eloquence 
with the ſerious and upright : good men, 
of every deſcription and perſuaſion, will 
yield to the powerful light of truth; though _ 
P as: has been ſhewn in the two laſt 

caſes, 


e 
*, 
* 


© Mt) 


caſes, i is woſt ſabtle and indäſtri0bs | in un- . 


dermining every virtuous project, and can 


occationally counterfeit a bright form to | 
cover his dark deſigns. But there are other 


objectors, and with unbelievers a different 
courſe of - reaſoning muſt be employed. 


With them it would be waſte of time to 


inſiſt upon arguments built upon Chriſtian 
principles: they who deny the value of 


the foundation, cannot be expected to ad- 


mire the ſuperſtructure. Vet among theſe 


there are men of liberal ſentiments, warm 


friends to the force of ſound reaſoning, and 


profeſſed advocates for the advantages of 
moral excellence, and the beauty of virtue. 
Men of this turn muſt be treated in their _ 


own way: when they diſpute the utility 


of ſuch an inſtitution, we muſt defire them 


to revert to the kiſtory of all ages and em- 


pires; we muſt appeal to the reſt of poli- 
tical truth, whether moſt ſtates have not 
declined in proportion to the exceſs of mo- 
ral depravity, and whether the general dea 
fect of virtuous principle from that ſtandard 
of perfection admitted in their times has not 


been 'obviouſly the foreruntier of the public 


misfortune 3 and, on the contrary, whe- 
TY. tber 
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ther he ra of their te lute has 


not been moſt conſpicuous when purity, of 
manners has been the allowed characteriſtic 


of the people. This might be fully illuſ- 


trated by examples, if time permitted; and 
conſequently the ſame care muſt be neceſ- 
ſary at all times to reſtrain licentiouſueſs. 


and inſtil the love of good. "Ty 
Theſe men will allow, that a 1 is 
by nature as well endowed as, a nobleman . 
as to intellectual capacity, and that in- 
ſtruction and reflection are the means that 


render it valuable; aud it is equally true, 


that the ſame ren why a lord may 


hap ppen to be leſs exemplary and virtuous 
than his exalted ſtation requires him to be, 


is chiefly owing to the deficiency of inſtil- 
ling early and virtuous principles in the 
mind: b9th characters are doubtleſs formed 
capable of 1 improvement, and will in gene ⸗ 
ral act in life according to the precepts 
they have imbibed. But though they grant 
the expediency of education, they object to 
its being intruſted to the management of 
5 clergy; and this from a reaſon. that can 

| ſpring. from the rankeſt infidelity; 


bete though. they 8 Wo that the moral. 


urs 
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part VP the Oatechilia wilt lay 4 gobd fun 
dation for a virtuous life, yet they dread 
our endeavours of laying a Mill "ala: 
foundation, the love and fear of God, and a 
belief in his holy will and word, which - 
| they term ſuperſtition. Now ſuch difputers 
may be truly ſaid not to know the Catechiſm, 
for every article of it being built on feripnure, 
they cannot aſſent to its merit, as à valu- 
able epitome of moral inſtruction, with - 
out ſubſeribing to the truth of ſeripture, 
with which it is ſo cloſely connected, and 
by whoſe ſanction every precept it contains 
is recommended. But if the clergy ate 
improper perſons for the inſpection of this 
work, to whom would they commit it? 
The parents in general ate totally unqua- 
lified ; few maſters or miſtreſſes will ſubmit 
tothe drudgety; ſyperiors iu rank will hardly 
ſtoop to it, nor are they conſtantly feſident 
to giye uniform attendance, was the canfine- 
ment eligible to them: {© that, unleſs che 
moſt infufficient, unfair, and illiberal reads 
de admitted, noue can be more proper to di- 
rect theſe inſtitutions than the miniſter; of 
the pariſh, who can have no poffible 1 in⸗ 
tereſt or gratification to compenfate for his 

paints but the call of bunanity, and oÞed;s 
. ence 
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ence to his Maſter's will. 10 ion! A 
fence then of the clerical ſuperintepdance of 
theſe matters, as I am now addreſſing Chriſ- 
tians and not infidels, I may return n 
propriety to Chriſtian arguments. 

The text alone affords us an pkg ads 


injunction— Fred my lambs: and the original 


commiſſion to the apoſtles, that they Gould go 
and teach all nations, determines both their 
authority aud peculiar qualification for this 


Work; and will certainly extend to, and 


include, every kind of inſpection, wherein 
the principles of their profethion | have any 
ſhare. We may at the ſame time deduce, 
from the language of our bleſſed Maſter, 
that religion and morality are to be taught 
like other things, and not to be expected to 
appear or flouriſh, if not. duly. planted and 
cultivated. N OW as nothing can be ſo well 
attained as in the ſeaſon. of youth, becauſe 
all impreſſions are then more eaſily made 
and laſting ; ſo the rudiments of religion, 
and the obligation. to moral duties, gan at 
no other period be more properly, ot o ef- 
fectually inculcated. As a Chriſtian flock, X 
therefore, we muſt liſten. to the voice of the 
chief paſtor; 28 and for this end he hath left 
us his goſpel, containing oper food of all 
kinds; 


( 
kinds; for this end he hath etc and 


a tions to us a ſtanding miniſtry, whoſe 
office it is to exhort to every good work, and, 


as far as they are able, to affiſt and at- 


tend to its progreſs. And in reſpect to 
this particular good work before us, every 
rational means concurs with the bleſſed 
grace and promiſe of the Alwighty to 99 
duce the deſired effect. 

Habit is ſecond nature; and it requires 
but a moderate ſhare of underſtanding 
(where the will is not perverted) to de- 
termine, that not only to be kept from the 
infection of vice, but at the ſame time to 
acquire the genuine precepts of religion 


and morality, which are ſo little known 


and practiſed among the lower orders of 
men, is a double bleſſing, which none but 
the profane and deſpiſers of all ſicred inſti- 
tutes will diſpute. | 12 

To what can we ariibars the ſhocks 
ing conduct of many of the poorer of our 
brethren, nay, in ſad truth, of the more 
exalted in ſociety, but to the want of whole - 
ſome circumſpection to their ways in their 
juvenile years, when they mould have 


been trained in habits of virtue, which 
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would have prevented them from the inde» 
fenſible and ruinous practices to which 
their unbridled paſſions lead them, and 
which, in too many, from want af a better 
reſtraint, are only moderated by fear of legal 
puniſhment ? We muſt all be ſenſible how 
much we need a reformation in this aur little 
community; and never was there a more 
politic, happy, and holy method deviſed, to 
check and hinder all unlawful courſes, and 
to bring a bleſſing upon every place where 
the buſineſs is /erioufly conducted, than that 
which the employment of the e 
Schools j is calculated to produce. i | 

Without ſome knowledge of -odinets, 
youth will gradually advance in the road 
to ruin. Early practice is as ſalutary in 
a good courſe, as pernicious in an evil one; 
and the further bleſſing attending early 
admonition and improvement, is evident 
from the caſe of thoſe who have unhappily 
been without it. How many are there 
who ſcarce know there is a God who made 
and preſerves them, at leaſt any thing of 
his relationſhip to them as an heavenly 
Father; - and the ſtill more elevated degree 
oY ka attain fo hereafter through his 
Ns 


{< 27 )) 


grace, and humble obedience to his laws 
whilſt Here! And if they know him not, 
how ſhall they believe in him ? for he 
1 comes to God muſt believe that He is. 
In ſhort, the fear of God is the moſt 
certain principle to form dutiful children, 
good ſubjects, and uſeful members of ſo- 
cCiety; and the advantage of knowing the 
contents and meaning of the holy ſorip- 
tures from a child, which are able to make 
wiſe unto ſalvation, through the faith avhich 
Is in Jeſus Chriſt, is the moſt likely way to 

ingraft this principle deeply. - But, alas! 
the care of the ſoul, which is the rf thing 
needjul, and-which, if attended to, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily produce every other good, both to 
individuals and the public; this is an argu- 
ment and conſideration which the latter 
claſs of objectors I have noticed ſeldom 
weigh. They argue inconſiſtently: they 
ſtand up for morality in the people, becauſe 
they well know, that without a certain de- 
gree of it their avor/dly intereſt might be 
endangered; but they are fearful of their be- 
coming too religious, leſt ſuperfirtion ſhould 
creep in at the ſame. time, which ever was 
1 effect of 1 A alone, or falſe re- 
ligion. 


— 
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ligion. They would riſk an increaſe of 
' contempt towards the D-ity, and his folemn 
ordinances, rather than ſubſcribe to a mode 
of reformation'in the multitude, which mi- 
litates with their infidel prejudices, which 
univerſal conſent/ applauds, and againſt 
which nothing but wilful obſtinacy or 
unhappy 1 Ignorance can object: But theſe 
Speak evil of things they underſtand not. 
Keep my ſabbaths, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, 
Jor they ſhall be a $16N between me and thee. 
The moſt effectual battery the grand enemy 
can raiſe, is, if poſſible, to Jevel this ſign, 
to furniſh inſtruments againſt its preſerva- 
tion and continuance ; aud in every attempt 
of 'this kind (however craftily diſguifed) 
the cloven foot is viſible, and I hope will 

ever appear too plainly to do much miſ- 


chief; but, on the contrary, to put us more ä 


upon our guard againſt his deſigus, and to 
perſiſt in greater vigour to defeat their 
hurtful purpoſes. And „ indeed, we may 
read an awful leſſon, from the approaching 
miſeries of a neigbbouring kingdom, of 
the judgments of God againſt irreligion, 
znfidelity, and a profanation of the holy 


WY let apart for his ſervice ; as J believe 
it 
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30 is well . that in no 5 of the 
world, where Chriftianity is openly pro- 
feſſed as the religion of the country, is 
there a greater mart for looſe and infidel 
productions, or that the Lord's day is more 
vainly abuſed by all ranks out of the formal 
hours of public worſhip, and that even 
under the warrant of a W TO: 
rations +7.) : | 
__ Laſtly, There is another kreucht 
that will render you ſtill more inexcuſable, 
if you decline giving all due ſupport to 
this undertaking; and that is the facility of 
its accompliſhment, the expence being ſo 
trifling, and bearing no proportion to the 
excellence of the work. Peace, order, and 
benefit, will be derived to our ſociety, the 
rifing generation mended, and our final and 
beſt intereſts promoted by the exertion. 
To this pious and uſeful defi ign- ſeveral of 
the proprietors of eſtates in the pariſh- 
have freely and benevolently lanes : 
"0 hoped to have done juſtice to their Chriſ- 
tian intentions ſooner, but you muſt be 
ſenſible of the unforeſeen and unavoidable 
aer enk that has n my ſincere 
wiſhes 


29 


W to leud earlier aſſiſtance. to. ol the cauſe, 
and promote it as it deſerves. 
As to the more /elf/þ part of mated . 
which I fear would furniſh another conſi- 
derable claſs, of objectors, where: the /ove of 
money ſolely interferes to deaden their better 
feelings, we can only pray for the foftening 
of their hearts, and that they may ceaſe 
to ſerve ſo baſe an idol. Nothing can be 
advanced, with auy probability of ſucceſs, 
againſt wilful obſtinacy, or unfair conelu- 
ſions: the covetous man is eſteemed in ſcrip- 
ture as an idolater; and, therefore, whenever 
any thing interferes with his. ner; or 
the beloved object of his heart's deſire, we 
muſt give up the point. It is in vain to ar- 
gue with one who ſolely conſiders what 
will, affect his pocket: all ſuch muſt ' bo 
deemed incorrigible, till the Lord ſhall 
Pleaſe to tauch their hearts to feel, and open 
their, eyes to ſee, the certain bleſſed effects 
which perſeverance in a good cauſe will 
finally accompliſh, though ime 70 be ne- 
en for their convictio n. 
I ſhauld no proceed, thirdly, to inſtihes 


ppe.0 11 the ſtrongeſt proofs of the power' of 
infidelity 


C; 
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rofidetity amongſt us that can be imagit ned,” 
and which will confirm the neceſſity of 
every exertion to ſuppreſs! the miſchief ſuch- 
principles will inevitably bring upon us; 
but as I mean to be very. full in the ex- 
poſition of the complaint J have in view, 
as likewiſe in my endeavours to defeat the 
_ pernicious influence that foul ingratitude 
may wotk among us, I muſt: defer che 
diſeuſſion of it till we meet again. 25 
To conclude, therefore, let me — 
entreat you: 1. who are perſuaded of my 
good intention in this buſineſs, and of the 
eſſential advantage of having your children 
brought up in the fear and nurture of the 
Lord, to be moſt diligent in ſeeing that 
they attend regularly for the good intended 
them, laying your commands upon them, pre- 
vious to their coming, to behave as becomes 
their ſituation; and if, on report of their 
idleneſs or miſbehaviour, you do not alſo 
correct them, as behoves a truly affectionate 
parent and friend, all that can be done by 
your public benefactors, or my poor efforts, 
will fall greatly ſhort of the end propoſed: 
they will loſe the benefits that theſtudious and 
well-inclined have now n for them ; 
„ | and, 
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aud, believe me, a moſt ſevere and dread- 


ful charge will be regiſtered againſt all 
who are guilty of ſo unnatural a MEI of 
their incumbent dux. 
May the humble means that have at this 
time been uſed to impreſs theſe truths upon 
your hearts be blefled to your conviction, 


through the grace of God, ſo as to aſſure 


comfort and happineſs to yourſelves and 
children here, and hereafter everlaſting peace 
and glory. 

Now, &c. 
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But theſe ſpeak evil of thoſe Ange which 
255 f they now not. - 


N concluding FE diſcourſe this morn- 
ing, I promiſed to produce an inſtance 

of human depravity that might further il- 
luſtrate the -neceſſity, benefit, and duty of 
watching over the principles of youth 1f 
general; both to prevent them from early 


collecting the ſeeds of evil which the tempter 


is continvally ſowing in the world, in or- 
der to ſupply a ſucceſſion of miſchievous in- 
ſtruments; as likewiſe to arm them againſt 
the influence of thoſe perſons who have un- 
happily enliſted in the ſervice of our inve- 
terate foe, and who, ky their maſter's 
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ſubtlety, and their own lo Inge- 
nuity, are ever ſeeking whom they may 
find off their guard, an eaſy prey to their 
treacherous deſigns. 

If there 'can be any apology for un- 
belief, it is groſs ignorance; not fupidity, 
but a want of that particular part of edu- 
cation which I have before ſo amply re- 
commended, as being poſitively neceſſary 
to counteract the poiſon here alluded to: 
for there are many enlightened with a great 
portion of natural knowledge, who are 
quite dark as to what will eſſentially profit 
their immortal part; and the cauſe of con- 
demnation in all ſuch the apoſtle declares, 
in the firſt chapter of his epiſtle to the 
Romans, in the 19th and following verſes: 
„ Becauſe that which may be known ef 
« God is manifeſt in this; for God hath 
e ſhewn it in them: for the inviſible things 
of him from the creation of the world 
s are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the 

things that are made, even his eternal 

power and godhead; fo that they are 
without excuſe: becauſe that when (by 
„ theſe works) they knew God (or per- 
2 f-ceaved there v was ch, a Being of ſuper- 
h  *katve 
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« lative power and wiſdom), they glorified 


© him not as God, neither were thankful'; 3 
<« but being vain in their own imagina- 
« tions” (the conſequence and puniſhment 


followed), their fooliſh hearts were dark- 
« ened; profeſſing themſelves wiſe, they 
<< became fools.” And it is moſt uſeful to 


obſerve, how fully the whole remaining 
part of the chapter declares the variety of 
ſinful practice that proceeds from ſuch infi- 
delity. In this account recorded by Saint 
Paul, we learn alſo, that ingratitude and 
perverſeneſs lay the foundation of the very 


worſt effects of this vice, in that, though 
men's reaſon and conſcience would lead 
them to the truth, they are neither thank- 


ful for the ane, nor do they obey the die- 
tates of the other, which is the voice of the 
Deity ſpeaking in them; and therefore; ſince 
they have perverted the right uſe of this 
meaſure of light and grace, God hath 
given them up to the ſinfulneſs of their 
_ own fallen nature. And indeed this is the 


very ſtate of evil ſpirits : they know. God, 


for his works declare his might ; but ingra- 
titude and folly in declining his protection, 


and F in W 1 their o.. 
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power, "00 forfeited his favour, and they 
are neceflarily ſubjected to a continuab o_ | 


greſſion in fin and puniſhment. | 


But to the point in queſtion, which will 
furniſh ample matter for my preſent addreſs. 
I may ſafely affirm, that by general conſent 
of the nation we are at this particular time 


under a religious conviction of God's great 


goodneſs, in having granted, in his own 
beſt ſeaſon, the bleſſing our united and fer- 


vent prayers have long ſolicited. Now it 


muſt be grievous to obſerve, that in the 
very moment of mercy, when multitudes _ 
are pouring forth the humble tribute of 

Joyful praiſe for the wonderful deliver- 
ance from univerſal and oppreſſive ſorrow; 
any ſhould be ſo dead to the calls of virtue 


and religion; as with impious audacity 


to quęſtion the influence of Providence up- | 
on his works, and to object to the obvious 
means of conciliating the Supreme Direc- 


tor, by the confeſſion of our manifold and 


foul tranſgreſſions, and their conſequent 
deſerts. It is high time ſurely, 1 ſay, that 
the ſtricteſt precautions ſhould be taken to 


improve the morals and religious principles 


of the riſing generation, when we thus ſee 
ingratitude 


* 229 5 


ingratitude and infidelity ſtalk boldly — 
in hand; in open inſult of the Deity, and 
to the diſgrace of human nature. For 
which reaſon, as it behoves gh" Chriſtian 


miniſter to t66 aud expoſe all ſuch tenets 


as ſtrike at the faith, and may corrupt the 
practice of his fleck, I have judged it no 


improper ſupplement to my former diſ- 


courſe, to take notice of ſome fallacious ex- 


ceptions that have been made to the holy 
exerciſes appointed in our church; and 1 


humbly truſt it will appear perfectly coti- | 


fiſtett with our bleſſed Lord's injunction. to 


his apoſtle of Fred my ſheep,” to warn and 
defend you againft the infection you may 


be likely to receive from the ungracious 


deſigns of every vain diſputer in the daily 


vehicles of general intelligence Which are 


in the hands of all; eſpecially in an a 
when any degree of pious Tentiment pe 
with too many for a tincture of we , 
In truth, whatever may tend to diminiſh 


or diſturb the purity of religious homage, 
cannot at any time, or on any occaſion, be 


too early” checked, or too carefully dif 
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ſome men han the love or fear of God be- 
fore their eyes, than by their endeavours 
to lower the value of his abundant goodneſs 
to his unworthy creatures. Ther they 
might leflen, if poſſible, any conſequent 
happy effect from the devout petitions of 
God's ſervants, they have been led to con- 
trovert the holy purport of the ſolemn and 
judicious forms employed in our late earneſt 


Jupplications . to the throne ; of Heaven; 


1 55 which were truly excellent and ve- 


nerable, both for their humble tertus and 
Pious principle, and elude the utmoſt art 
of impious criticiſm, even if caſual ambi- 
guity had eſſentially exiſted. Such cha- 


racters are very properly deſcribed in the 


language af the text, Which 1 purpoſely 
ſelected as more immediately applicable to 
this part e of my ſubject But theſe ſpeak 
exil. of thoſe things which they under» - 
« ſtand not :'”-. the truth of which allertion 
1 ſhall endeayour to eſtabliſh. in the ſeveril 
remarks I ſhall have occaſion to make upon 
what 1 have ſeen advanced to depreciate the 
acts of contrition, and pious gratitude, 
which juſtly . the e be» 
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( 231 ) 
One would hardly think it poſſible (but 


ane public evidence) that where eultivated 
reaſon, illuminated by revelation, ſhone 


ſo purely, theſe dregs of profligacy could. 


ſubſiſt; but inveterate prejudices, leagued 
with Infidel ſuggeſtions, exhibit the moſt 
deſperate coalition in human nature: they 


ſupply ingredients aptly inſtrumental to the 
ſpirit of malice | and commotion, © whoſe 
emiflaries are ever induſtrious to detrat 


from the glory of God, and to mar the hap- 
pineſs of his creatures. Bad men always 
ſcan a good meaſure by a deficient ſtandard 5 


and whatever proceeds from the qualified 


authority of ſuperior rank, is apt to give 


offence to thoſe who diſclaim the benefit 


derived from precedency and order, and 


who would have all men preach and rule 
according to the dictates of unſettled fancy. 
It affords abundant teſt that general refor- 


mationisexpedient to avert impendiug and de- 


ſerved puniſhment, when we ſee the doctrine 


of God's providence cavilled at, by ſhifting 


public calamities to a neceffary conſequence 


of mere natural cauſes, and denying them 
a ſhare of the Divine direction in any light 


of wifitation for our tranſgreſſions. Every 
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good and n mind cannot avoid being 


hurt at ſuch a poſition as this, and to ſee 


it publicly diſſeminated at this peculiar ſea- 


ſon muſt cauſe ſtill greater abhorrence. - It 


would be an unprofitable waſte of time, 5 
and diſhonour to this place, to contend 


with the irreligious inſinuations of every 


vain ſcoffer; but when the powers of rea- 
ſon are proſtituted in order to recommend 


| ungodly maxims, the claims to this ſanc- 


tion ſhould be diligently examined, eſpe- 
cially when profaneneſs unites with error; 
for the faithful ſoldier in a better cauſe can- 
not be too induſtrious in preventing evil, 
by ſapping the foundation on which ſuch | 
ſuperſtructures have been raiſed. e 

It is a certain truth, that oe LIM is ſo 
excellent but what malicious wickedneſs 
will ſtrive to calumniate. Diabolical craft 
is ever vigilant td ſurpriſe ſome unguarded 
poſt of piety -and virtue; and upon this 
odious principle it has been erroneouſly 
{ſuggeſted by ſome induſtrious partizan of 


antidelity, ſeeking to turn the unwary from 


the faith, that the language of our prayers has 

been miſconceived; that the late indiſpoſition 

of the Sovereign | could not be juſtly termed 
4 LE] a vſitation 


C 


a vai for the crpeagile's Aus, becauſe no 
ſudden and effectual change of manners in 
the people is evident on the removal of the 
malady, whicho the objector takes for 
granted: would be the obvious conſequence 
of a luicunioui punſomont; and therefore 
aſſerts. the :ĩmpropriety of any ſuch notion 
being implied or received in that form of 
prayer adminiſtered in humble hope that 
God would graciouſſy avert the judgment, 
by granting us the bleſſing we petitioned. 
It is as unſoundly as irreverently maintained, 
that the disorder ſprang from natural canſes, 
and that natural cauſes alone produced the 
cure. The exclamation of the apoſtle, up- 


on: an occaſion ſomething ſimilar, is too 


pertinent to be forborn againſt} ſuch ſtub+ 
born unbelief: O full of all ſubtlety, and 
all miſchief, thou child of the devil, thou 


KLE enemy of all Fr ighteouſneſs, wilt thou not | 
«© ceaſeto pervertthe right ways of the Lord!“ 


Thank God, it is no difficult taſk to 
overthrow ſuch reaſoning as the above, and 
expoſe the evil 2 of thee GEO 
To which end I ſhall, 8 

Firſt, employ a few. lid argurnents' to 
coprince you: that the: — tie which 
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lately. threatened: us, may moſt truly be 
conſidered as 4 uſſitation from Heaven yo 
 #be. puniſhment of our tranſgreſſions...) | > 
_ - Secondly, I will ſhew you that the hath 3 
4 vicarious puniſhment does not-itifer the 
abſolute; neceſlity of any ſudden and uni- 
verſal re formation to prour it ſuch. And, 
Thirdly, That a diſorder and cure, 
1 though proceeding, in one ſenſe, from na- 
* tural cauſes and effects, does in no reſpect 
10 | exclude: the act of Divine Providence from 
1 the uſe of theſe very means to inflict 
puniſhment, or ee Ne proceed 
S ee Ion We) een Wal ee 
If the eee * all n prince 
1s We among God's choiceſt gifts to 
mankind (which might be clear ſup- 
ported from various paſſages of the inſpired 
volume), then the happineſs which any na- 
tion deri ves from quch a favour, is doubtleſs 
to be eſtimated 2 4 being. - Now the 
fudden diminution of any good, by what- 
ever means effected, is ſurely a misfortune, 
and muſt, in a religious point of view, be 
conſidered as a puni/hnient. | And as we are 
told chat ** affliction does not ſpring out of 
* the du * we * reaſonably conclude 
g chere 
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there is a hand of wiſdom in the direction : 
in which caſe, the viſitation in queſtion 
mult either be inflicted for the treſpaſſes of 
the numbers who are moſt intereſted in the 
loſs, or for the puniſhment of the patient 
himſelf. Now the character of the Sovereign 
being as exemplary for every moral excel- 
lence that his ſtation and human nature can 
admit (both in a private and public capa- 
city), as that of the People at large is 
notorious for remiſſneſs in religious con- 
cerns, it is impoſſible to allow the leaſt 
probable ſurmiſe that it was incurred by 
petſonal demerit in the former; and there 
fore the natural - conclufion lis; that 
was a vifitation with aubichiit ſeemed gan 
10 God to aſſlidt his ſervant, ee e 
of -our tranſgreſſions. 

And ee eee The 
ſuppoſition that a puniſhment is ar vicari- 
ous, becauſe it does not produce immediate 
reformation in a people, is equally trifling 
and falſe with the former aſſertion; and 
ſhews great ignorance of the very nature of 
ſuch kind of anne the end of which 
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is clearly admonitory and conditional; i 
2 remind us of what is preparing for the 
guilty, and, by impreſſing terror of the ſe- 
vereri puniſhment they deſerve, to effect 
timely conſideration, and avert the endleſs 
zudgments that will otherwiſe befall them. 
Even the grand vicarious viſitation, though 
am the ſtricteſt ſenſe: à covenant of grace, 
is ultimately efficacious only on certain 
Zerms;. which ſhews that religion aud re- 
formation are progreſſive in their influence, 
and that rational creatures muſt be wrought 
upon by rational conſequences. Such a 
general and ſudden change as is weakly 
judged eſſential to prove the hand of Heaven 
in our late danger, would need miraculous 
and compulſatory interpoſition; whereas we 
are taught by God himſelf, that his lang- 
fuffering is continued in order to lead tus 10 
repentance. .. This viſitation may therefore 
ſtill produce its good effect in the ſenſe of 
conviction and amendment, though not 

ſo inſtantaneous, and univerſally viſible, as 
quibbling iufidelity would urge fo neceſſary. 
But who will impiouſly dare to aſcertain 
that the threatened calamity has not already 


rouſed the Ten of many ſinners; and 
that 


- 
© 4 


02) 


chat a ſenſe of their errors, and a grateful 


impulſe, may not invigorate much future 
pious reſolution ?- Shall frail, ſhort - ſighted, 
ſinful mortals, preſume to queſtion the 
powerful workings of the Moſt High, or 

limit the value of his gracious purpoſes? 


What was his reply when his holy and fa- 
vourite prophet ventured to lament the 
want of v/ible teſtimony of the people's zeal? 
I have till ſeven thouſand left that have 


e not bowed the knee to Baal:“ and for 
whoſe ſake, doubtleſs, vengeance at all times 
will be withheld. | All God's deſigns are 
fraught with good, and equally exceed our 
merit, and our ſearch. But the argument 


for this viſitation partaking of a vicarious 
nature, is further ſtrengthened from the 
original inſtitution of all ſuch puniſhment, 


both typical and actual. The innocent is 


invariably viſited for the guilty; the moſt 
unblemiſhed victim for the fouleſt ſin. The 


perſonal worth of the ſufferer being thus in- 
diſputable, and the general delinquency as 


readily granted, what poſſible deduction can 
be drawn from this ſecond ſtate of the 


queſtion, but that the viſitation. was per- 


ruitted for our tangrefſions: not in the 
41 ſenſe 
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\Gonſe of a ſufficient atonement to do away 
*#he guilt of them; but as a temporary pu- 
niſhment, as a merciful warning, to profit 
us, and lead us to ſeize the gracious means 
"afforded for amendment, Joſt: a i worſe _— 
| befall us? | | 
\* Thirdly, Let us now examine the plea 
of natural cauſes and effefts ; and judge whe- 
ther they in the leaſt invalidate my argu- 
ment for the providential exerciſe of thoſe = 
very means, either in the ee of as! 
eee or mercies. | 
The found believer will not aiſpute but 
1 we live under the direction of an all- 
wiſe diſpoſing Being, who teaches that 
events come not by chance, or without 
appointment, but are meſſengers diſpatched 
upon his errands, who has an over-ruling 
hand in all the diſaſters that. befall us, 
"whatever elſe may be the outward occafion 
of our hurts. God's operating by miracles 
has ceaſed ; all nature is at his command: 
he who firſt brought it into being, can ne- 
ver be at a loſs how to direct its powers in 
every caſe whatever. There is no neceſſity 
| for extraordinary influence to render it ſub- 
 fervient to the purpoſes of his mercies; he 
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is the ſupreme cauſe, and directs the agency 
of ſecondary cauſes (or nature) to flay, or 
heal, as ſuits. the counſel of his unerring 


wiſdom, ;. and the event of his high will 
becomes no leſs a bleſſing or a —_ be- 


cauſe conveyed in the plainer form of natu+ 
ral effetts; for no one, I apprehend, will 
venture to affirm, that man hath yet inveſ- 


tigated or underſtands all the er dinary works - 


ings of the courſe of nature. When our 
bleſſed Saviour gave fight to the man who 
was born blind, he wrought a miracle, be- 
cauſe he acted by preternatural power; for 
the part being originally deficient in that 
formation which is neceſſary to admit the 
lüght, no one could remedy. it but the hand 
who made it: but when God was pleaſed 


to direct his prophet to the cure of his ſer - 
vant Hezekiah, he adviſed him to the 


ſimpleſt remedy imaginable, and, as ever 
muſt be, only his needful bleſſing or mer- 
ciful will was ſufficient to produce the 
happy effect; but his merey was equally 
an object of praiſe for directing to, or per- 
mitting, the cauſe, which otherwiſe moſt 
certainly would never have been applied: 
ae it is further very pertinent to our pre- 

| ſent 
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ſent ſubject, that this favour was in conſe« 
quence of earneſt and unfeigned ſupplica- 
tion to God for help, and in conſideration 
too of the former virtuous conduct of the 
king; and in the immediate cafe that inte- 
Teſts: our common happineſs, the providen- 
tial care is no leſs evident in leading to the 
choice of the moſt ſkilful of the profeſſion, 
and bleſſing his natural endeavours for ſucceſs. 
Other material circumſtances might be 


9 of weighty import in this parti- 


cular caſe, to illuſtrate my poſition, that 
God conducts the operation of mere natural 
cauſes aud effects to the accompliſhment of 
his deſigns, without any arbitrary controul _ 
or intervention in their progreſs: but enough, 

I ſhould hope, has been ſaid to ſatisfy the 
humble, reaſonable, and religious enquirer. 
To open the eyes of thoſe wilfully blind 

uires a miracle indeed; it is out of the 
reach of mere man to effect it: and as this 
diforder proceeds ſolely from the depravity 
of the human mind, all that we can do is 
to pray to God to turn the hearts of the difs 
bedient to the wiſdom of the ju: even this 
too he hath moſt graciouſly promiſed to 


any about through the uſe of natural 
means; 
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means; ſtudying his holy word; humbly 
confeſſing our great weakneſs, ignorance, 
and unworthineſs; and conſtantly applying 


to him for grace and help. | 
1 ſhall ſum up the whole I have to offer 


upon this ſubject at preſent in theſe few ob- 
ſervations :—That from a due regard to the 
deſerved eſtimation of the Sovereign, the 
peculiar nature of the viſitation in a perſon- 
al light, and the importance of either event 
to the community, we may ſafely affirm 
that the arm of the Lord was raiſed in ter- 
ror for our miſdeeds; but withheld from 
executing, through merciful conſideration of be 
our prayers.” | 1 
And now having eme my 1 mite ſt 15 
aid in combatting the invidious devices of 
the reprobate, and in vindicating the purity 
and propriety of our appointed public form 
of contrition for our demerit, and ſupplica- 
tion to Almighty God to vouchſafe unto us 
the bleſſing we now enjoy; I ſhall cloſe my 
addreſs to you with ſubmitting to the judg- 
ment of all ſerious and ſenſible perſons, 
whether ſeeing the evil tendency of unbe- 
lief, and an ignorance of God's nature and 
will, the prevention of dangerous and un- 
Yo L. II. R ſettled 
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fettled principles is not an object of the 
moſt important concern, both to the wel- 
fare of individuals, as well as to the credit 
aud advantage of the community at large: 
and whether any mode can be more likely 
to effect ſo valuable an end, as the early 
eultivation of ſound and religious truths, 
ſuch as cannot fail to promote the glory of 
God, and the beſt intereſts of his creatures. 
As J am fully convinced in my owt» 

mind that no method ever was, or ever can 
be invented, more effectual for the eurbing 
every kind of viee, and promoting every 
ſubſtantial virtue, than a preſervative againſt 
breaking the Sabbath, and thereby inſtil- 
ling a reverence: for God's name, day, and 
word; you cannot wonder at my uſing 
every means that a proper and unfeigned 
with for your moſt eſſential happineſs can 
ſuggeſt, to recommend and promote this 
uſeful eſtabliſhment among, us; and which, 
F will venture to affirm, was never oppoſed 
by any one poſſeſſing a particle of ferling 
| benevolence, Chriſtian ſpirit, or godly zeal. 
J have only to add, that I entered into the 
particular argument of this diſcourſe, and 


have treated it with the utmoſt cloſeneſs 
5 | ; . . | ] 


E 
and zeal, merely from a conſciouſneſs of 
my duty towards thoſe I am commiſſioned to 
inſtru& in the ways of all peaceable good 


order, and holineſs of life; from a fear of 


God, a love of the Sovereign he hath ap- 
pointed over us; and regard to our country. 
When the profane; the profligate, and the 
ignorant, preſume to intrude their inſidious 
and malignant ſuggeſtions againſt what is 
pure, and juſt, and holy, we have certainly 
a right to uſe ſober and prudent meaſures 
to defeat their dark deſigns: To be filent 
on ſuch occaſions, would wear an appear- 
ance either of conniving at their principles, 


or being unable to refute them; and I humbly - 


truſt what has now been offered to you for 
this end, carries a fair demonſtration, that 
e theſe ſpeak evil of thoſe things. which 
„ they know not.“ May God grarit us 


all daily more and more knowledge of 


his truth, and in the world to come life 


everlaſting, through the merits of Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord. 
3 whom, Kc. 


—— 
py *＋ 2 Pang gp — —ARRAS 34:1, 
SA * 7 r 


7 7 - £ 
wu "As * 4 - 
5 Br. — * * - = * - 
Rn os - * . 
* foe - 29, we — 


— : "4 me 1 
b — — In ener 
_— 


. 7 4 — 
— 3 R 
RA SU ———— 
p 2 — 


77 by 
— eur 


att a 8 of 2 


Die . — a 
„ © RITES 


Ti be diſplay FE God's s mercy an urgent motive 5 55 | 9 


10 praiſe and refo rmation. 


A _Thankſgiving Sermon on his ys. - i 
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Hic dies vere mihi feſtus atras 

Eximet curas : Ego nec tumultum, 

Nec mori per vim metuam, tenente 

Cæſare terras. Eh Fon. 
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We praiſe thee, O God: We acknowledge 
thee to be the Lord. | 


T Will open my addreſs to you this day, 
my brethren, with that ſolemn aſſeve- 
ration of St. Paul, The God and Father 
* of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 1s bleſſed 

« for evermore, knoweth that I lie not,” 
in declaring to you, that no ſubje& of 
public happineſs ever actuated me” with 
higher tranſports of heart-felt joy, than 
the happy occaſion of our now . 
ci | 
The bleſſing we are here met to celebrate, 
my friends, is diſtinguiſhed by ſuch aſto- 
niſhing favour, is accompanied with ſuch 
eflential benefits, and, from peculiarity of 
R 4 | circum- 
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circumſtances, ſo nearly approaching mi- 
raculous interpoſition, that no praiſe can he 
ſufficient to mark our ſenſe of the Divine 
bounty, and extol the long ſuffering and 
tender mercies of the Lord. The voice of 
men and angels joined in pious chorus would 
fail in adequate return: how then ſhall I 
preſume to acquit myſelf in any degree 
becoming ſuch a tribute of juſt thankſ- 
giving ? I could wiſh for the moſt brilliant 
_ eloquence, to proclaim my own fincerity 
upon this pleaſing occaſion, and alſo to raiſe 
your feelings to the higheſt pitch of pious 
gratitude ; but He who knoweth the heart 
will accept purity. of intention, in preference 
to ſublimity of performance. Inſtead, there- 
fore, of attempting merit from the imper- 
fect exhibition of mere mortal efforts, let 
us, as becomes our dependant ſinful ſtate— 
let us fall low before the footſtool of his 
grace, and praiſe him in his own inſpired 
words: O give thanks unto the Lord, 
for he is gracious, and his merey endureth | 
erer.“ 

Still the deep ſenſe 0 . exacts the 
beſt diſplay of thoſe talents we poſſeſs; 
and with one hinge ſpark of actual fervour 

| in 
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in the ſoul, it is impoſſible to refrain the 
dictates of religious principle, or ſupprels 
the ſentiments of grateful joy. | 

Holy praiſe, and paſtoral exhortation, 
will 3 ally ſupply the ſubject of my 
preſent diſcourſe; the firſt, to ſhew how 
duly impreſſed we ought to be with the 
high bounty beſtowed upon us; and ſe- 
condly, that we may be 1 cautious 
to ayert the future heayy viſitations of an 
offended God: that we may continue happy 
objects of divine protection, and experience 
a long ſucceſſion of the bleſſed promiſes 
held gut to ſuch as walk humbly in his 
ways. May we, my friends, in ffs true 
ſpirit of religious ih, be enabled to con- 
feſs, Behold, the Lord's hand is not 
„ ſhortened that it cannot ſave, neither his 
ear heavy that it cannot hear.“ 

The brighteſt i imagination could not ſuf- 
ficiently repreſent, nor can the mind of 
man admit a more exalted notion of be- 
coming homage, than the general worſhip of 
4 nation, bowing as with one knee, apply- 
ing as with one voice, in humbleſt ſuppli- 
cation to that ſupreme Dire&or, who hold- 


eth all  typgs in the power of his might; . 
ſtricken 


. 

ſtricken with conſcious ſorrow for their 
offences, terrified at the proſpect of their 
deſerved puniſhment, and urging, from af- 
fection, piety and contrition joined, the 
precious life of a BELOVED KING. This 
act preſents us with ſuch an unfeigned 
ſcene of incumbent duty, as plainly evi- 
dences the creature's due reliance on its 
Maker's power. This, my friends, is but 
a faint picture of the late general application 
to Almighty God, to ſtay his impending 
vengeance. 

Under the deep and juſt affliction, there- 
fore, we have all experienced during a pains - 
ful and long ſuſpenſe, from the melancholy 
circumſtance of our Sovereign's malady, 
threatening ſuch mournful conſequences, the 
tribute of our praiſe for his recovery muſt 
now proportionably abound. The quick 
and animating tranſition from exceſs of grief 
to lively joy, tunes high the natural ſpirits, 
and qualifies us to exclaim in godly tranſ- 
port, Thy way, O God, is holy: who is 
& ſo great a God as our God? Thou art 
„ the God that doth wonders, and haſt de- 
« clared thy power among thy people.” 

To help our conſiſtent meditations on - 


(- 83% 2, 


this Gait it may be uſeful to revert 
to the univerſal and ſickening panic that 
ſeized us on the firſt intelligence of the 
alarming danger ; to recal the ſenſe of fear- 
ful apprehenſion that attended every en- 


quiry : even virtue began to droop; public 
credit felt the approaching ſhock ; the propi- 


tious progreſs of patriotic effort relaxed in 
motion, conſcious of the need of its invi- 
gorating ſpring to render it effectual. The 
peaceable, | the upright, the grateful ſubject 
ſunk into deſpondency : only the wicked 
triumphed in pernicious hope; which, 
bleſſed be God, was but of ſhort continuance : 
nay, none but the deſperate, even of that 
deſcription, but what partook of the general 
ſorrow : for when the dread of ſuffering 


in the public loſs alarmed the ſelliſb prin» 


ciples, then accuſing conſcience would na- 
turally let looſe the miniſters of ſharp re- 
morſe, and galling reprehenſion, upon the 
relenting mind ; then all who' ſupply ill 
gotten gain, by the unworthy traffic of li- 
centious means, muſt have ſorely felt accu- 
mulated guilt ; thoſe, for example, who 
derive a quick but cankering profit from 
OE the abuſe of pen and pencil, in the 
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proſtituted talents of the needy and unprin- 
cipled genius—men who are a peſt to the 
community, and a diſgrace to human na- 
ture. To reflect how baſely they had 
often ſported with ſacred characters, with 
ungrateful inſult deriding the moſt inno- 
cent purſuits that can relieve the toils of 
public ſtation ;—this remonſtranee (but 
where the heart was petrified by profligacy) 
mult havereproached ſuch foul ingratitude, 
upon the ſudden report that danger threat- 
ened the life of ſo generous and aſſiduous 
a patron of every liberal art and ſcience. 
In truth (although I am ſenſible it is in 
ſome meaſure digreſſing from my ſubject) 
I could not forbear a few words upon the _ 

relaxed reſtriction of this deſcription of vi- 
tiated authors and defigners, who promote 
an evil of moſt dangerous influence to ſo- 
ciety at large ; are a diſgrace to a loyal, po- 
liſhed people, to a Chriſtian land; and 
afford ſuch offenfive tokens in every ſtreet 
we paſs, by feeding the filly ſcoff of fools, 
and the looſe mirth of the diſſolute, with 
foul variety of polluted fancy, as not only 
to contaminate the tender mind of youth, 
but to attract the concern and wonder of the 
foreigner, 


(43) 
foreigner, and ſhock the feeling of every 


| ſerious fellow citizen. It is a diſgraceful 
excreſcence, attached to the fair form of 
liberty, which mighty blefling vice per- 
verts to noxious purpoſes, in the particular 


caſe before us, and demonſtrates that the 
moſt excellent of things is liable to be 


abuſed, that imperfection lurks in the very 
eſſence of every human inſtitution: ſtill 


even this evil, like many bodily deformi- 


ties and diſorders, we muſt be content to 
palliate, leſt, by violently attempting radi- 
cal cure, we ſhould endanger the life or 
vigour of the ſubje&. 

But to return to the recollection of our 
recent fears: Who can convey any juſt idea 
of the poignant and ineffable affliction 
which daily preyed upon the delicate and 
ſuſceptible minds of thoſe high and amiable 
characters, whoſe deareſt portion of worldly 
comfort ſeemed in hourly danger of being 
withdrawn for ever? We can only feel for 
them; to deſcribe ſuch grief, evades the 
power of words. Their united and un- 
ceaſing petitions have been heard; in God's 


good time, the ſweet ſmelling dur of 


humble, catpal ſacrifice has proved ac- 
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E 
ceptable to the Moser Hien. We may 
ſuppoſe the healing angel commiſſioned with 
the welcome FIAT ; and, winged with that 
joy which the diſcharge of good affords 
to the celeſtial meſſenger,  haſtening to 
pronounce this merciful affurance : I have 
« ſeen his ways, and I will heal him; 1 
« will lead him alſo, and reſtore com- 
66 forts both to him, and to his mourns 
6 006. 
As this is a day devoted to the celebra- 
tion of ſo great a bleſſing, let us now give 
way to every pleaſing reflection, from the 
enlivening reverſe of proſpect. It has often 
been obſerved, that a ſtate of convaleſcence . 
is attended with ſuch fenſations of extreme 
delight, that it abundantly repays the period 
of complaint: and, more powerfully to de- 
ſcribe the exceſs of ſatisfaction ſuppoſed to 
accompany a recovery from danger, it has 
been even ſaid, that it is worth while to 
ſuffer, in order to experience this inexpreſ- 
ſible gratification, If ever the truth of this 
idea was exemplified, it could never be 
more conſpicuouſly than in the caſe before 
us: where religious ſentiment ſo eminently 


unites to enhance the returning comfort, 
| exquiſite 
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exquifite indeed muſt be the ſenſe of fo vas 
luable a bleſſing. <* Verily there is a reward 
for the righteous,” is here demonſtrated 
in the higheſt degree on earth; for what 
can equal the reffections of a virtuous mind, 
in exerciſing a retroſpect to ſuch a ſcene of 
ſerious ſorrow for its ſufferings; the ſince- 
rity of which is amply proved by the pre- 
ſent exceſs of joy, and forms another de- 
gree of pure ſelf- gratulation: How exalted 
muſt, be the ſatisfaction, to know that all the 
good of every party, ſet, and deſcription 
of men at home; all people, languages, and 
nations, to whom the unblemiſhed character 
of our Sovereign hath extended; did unani- 
mouſly join in pious wiſhes for his life! What 
a fund of holy conſolation muſt ariſe in the 
ſoul of the royal perſonage, to meditate upon 
the gracious event of ſuch general and un- 
feigned petitions for his preſervation ; upon 
the unbounded love of his ſubjects, ſo uni- 
verſally, ſo magnificently diſplayed through- 
out his kingdoms; and, above all, in ex- 
periencing the faithful promiſes of the 
Lord, * That he will not fail his people 
* that cry to him in their trouble, but de- 


*% liver them out of their diſtreſs ! wm And as 
this 


„ 


this has been fo largely ou# caſe, well may 
we exclaim, O that men would there 
fore praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, 
& and declare the wonders that he doth 
„for the children of men.” pot Hips, 
Another. ſpecies of our royal Maſter's: 
preſent ſatisfaction, muſt be to learn the 
ſteady zeal of his public ſervants, in the real 
intereſts of his family, crown, and perſon ; 
conſulting to the utmoſt of their abilities, 
the upright diſcharge of their ſeveral truſts ; 
their affectionate teſt of ſtrenuous fidelity, 
under the moſt delicate and trying fitua- 
tions, which, nothing but ſtrict integrity 
could produce; their laudable perſeverance 
under religious hope, that Heaven at length 
would prove propitious to the national 
prayer; and their diſintereſted conduct in 
being unbiaſſed by any views, but what, 
upon cool, impartial, and unprejudiced 
judgment, muſt be allowed the ſanction of 
generous and tender ſentiment, no leſs than 
an unfeigned regard to the peace and hap- 
pineſs of the ſtate. The whole compoſes 
ſuch luxurious food for grateful contem- 
plation, as only a good man can conceive 
or taſte, as only a good man could deſerve. 
The 
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The living teſtimony of a people s love 


affords another portion of accumulating 


comfort: it hath been inſtanced once al- 
ready; and the ſolemn ſervice of the pre» 
ſent day and hour furniſhes new marks 
of ſterling joy, rendered ſtill more pleaſing, 
awful, and incumbent, from the value of 
the King's command flowing from an im- 
pulſe of religious gratitude. The preſence 


of the Sovereign on his throne afluredly 5 


will excite repeated exultation from truly 
loyal and affectionate ſubjects. But there 


is, if poſſible, a ſtill more endearing and 


exalted comfort to be depicted ; the happy 
reſtoration to that ſweet ſociety, which, 


when endued with virtue, refined accom- 


pliſhments, and engaging, manners, tri- 
umphs over every other felicity this world 
can boaſt : the mutual exchange of invio- 
lable affection; the returning reliſh for that 
ſubſtantial happineſs which is the reward of 
domeſtic concord, and the pureſt ties; the 
conſciouſneſs that all their - griefs are 


huſhed; and the ſharing that renewed. 


compoſure in thoſe ſo dear, who cannot ſo 
well ſpeak as look their happineſs: .heſe 


are ſenſations which exceed deſcription, the 


Vor. ä value 


9 * 
4 
X "= 
Tp 
G . 
1 . 
FE © 
19 
* 
1 
7 Fa 
WY 
* $ 
[3 
ng, 
g - * 
4 
A mY 
1 WE 
| 5 
+. 
F 2; al 
" 
1 
* * 
* 
1 
* * 
* 
2 
1 
"17 
4 1 
£ N. 
1 
90 iy 
| - i 
6 1 
— 4 " 1 
[ 
a : N 
4 9 þ 
. by 
45 vy 
"is $9] 
L 1 
3 
4 
- - 
= * 
” ts i 
F i 
q 
{ * 
4 1 
%. TA 
1 
ö 
Ny : 
+; 123 
©: 5 
- ol 
: ; 
F<: 
|, * 3h 
1 "4® 
h . 
4 1 
1 4 * 
544 
- 1 
7 8 
4 bt 
4 [| 
= 
py! 
2! 5 
* * 
. . 
, "+ 1% 
4 ' 
1 L 
tat of; 
— » 
17 + 
; it . 
0 7 
* 4 
Fa. 
N . 
A bs 


- - — 
2 — — . 
WA 4 += 
- - : ww - "> 3 
\ v 
—— — 1 > 222 
— — — — —— — — — 


( 258 ) 


value of which can only be acknowledged 
by the perſon intereſted. Theſe unbend 
the cares of majeſty, repay the toils of 
governing, and unite the unrivalled charac- 
ters of MONARCH, FRIEND, and PARENT. 
„Such hope in trouble doth ever remain 
% to upright kings.” 
It might be exceptionable, in the opinion 
of ſome perhaps, even upon ſo ſingular an 
occaſion as the preſent, and however fruitful 
the pleaſing theme, to enter upon particulars 
of perſonal merit: in truth, it is ſuperfluous, 
when the general joy ſubſcribes the higheſt 
_ deſert, and pureſt claims; and therefore I 
will content myſelf with one ſingle de- 
ſcription in the prophet's words, which 
amply ſuits my prefent- purpoſe, to con- 
vey to you a brief but juſt idea of the 
bleſſing we enjoy in ſuch a king. He 
* truſted in the Lord God of Iſrael, ſo that 
„there was none like him among all the 
„ kings of Judah, for he clave unto the 
„ Lord, and departed: not from following 
% him; he kept the commandment which 

«© the Lord commanded Moſes,” © 
This beloved king, like ours, my friends, 
began his reign when young ; yet his zeal 
1 1 : . 


= 


4 a9 ).- 


for the honour: of God, and promoting vir- 


tue and religion among his. people, carried 
him through the greateſt difficulties and 
viſitations ;. for the Lord upholdeth the 
e righteous.” And great is hy founda- 
tion of good hope from early pious reſolu- 
tions; for they ever flow from a heart diſ- 
poſed towards the Author of all perfection: 


and it is well known, and worthy of re- 


membrance, that ſomething of this kind 
foretold the character of our gracious So- 
vereign, at the commencement of his reign, 
that he would encourage, the religious, 


and diſcountenance thoſe that were other- 


* wiſe,” This naturally rejoiced the hearts 
of all who were bleſſed with true wiſdom 


to diſcern the moſt excellent of things, and 

which pure intention doubtleſs prepared that 
ſtore of rich oblation, which of late has 
been inceſſantly preſented, and moſt mer- 


cifully accepted, by the Lord of life and 


health, and every good we enjoy. In this 


concluſion we are ſtrengthened by the teſ⸗- 
timony of the holy Job, that God pre- 
«© ſerveth not the life of the wicked; that 
© he withdraweth not his eyes from the 
4 righteous, but with kings are they on 
I: Z « the 
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& the one - "Yea, he doth eſtabliſh them 


« for ever, and they are exalted.” 


From theſe aflertions of the Lord Je- 


hovah, by the mouth of his choſen 8 
phets and moſt approved ſervants, we may 
humbly infer, that the religious exerciſes 
of all good men have aſcended up on high. 
Nor would it have been preſumption to 
build hope, even upon the ſeparate incenſe 


devoutly offered by the Royal Conſort, under 


the eyes of the Lord are over the righ- 


„ teous, and his ears are ever open to their 


„good.“ Thine alms and prayers are 


the influence of pure religious truſt, and 
the deep anguith of natural affliction: For 


come up for a memorial,“ is an encourage-_ 


ment to all godly perſeverance. The public 
patronage afforded by this illuſtrious per- 
ſonage to the moſt engaging and uſeful 


the peace and happineſs of the nation, all 


* 


charities ; her extenſive and cheering efforts 
of more private beneficence ; and her in- 
variable zeal and delicate regard to promote 


tend to ingratiate ſo excellent a character, 


and muſt command the tribute of affec- 


tionate reſpect from every one not wholly 
dead to the converting charms of virtue. 
A rational, 


— 


| Coll: 


A rational, uniform, and unaffected piety. 

adds the higheſt luſtre to thoſe other at- 
tainments which compoſe her character, and 

muſt have warranted ſome qualified hope 

of favourable effect, from the unwearied 

importunity of ſuch a ſupplicant to the 
throne of mercy. 

To you, who are removed by humilty of 
ſtation from any opportunity of extraor- 
dinary intelligence, and whoſe allegiance 
and veneration towards the powers appointed 
over us may render it a pleaſing circum- 
| ſtance to hear their virtues, it being my 
duty to confirm and cheriſh ſuch becoming 
principles, I will inform you what I once 
was told reſpecting the retired employments 
of this high character: that the aſſortment 
of the books, which appeared ſelected for 
more private ſtudy, conſiſted all of pious 
authors, and thoſe moſt purely choſen, and 
evangelical ; a pattern of eſſential imitation 
to elevated rank; evincing a juſt perſuaſion 
where full dependance muſt be fixed, in 
order to obtain the power of diſcharging 
properly the arduous duties -of ſuperior - 
dignity, and that the worthy exerciſe of 
wan honours leads to the enjoyment of 
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the brighteſt reward hereafter, When we 
advert to the holy ſource whence only ſuch 
angelic progreſs can proceed, amidſt the 
vaſt variety of alluring and diſtracting hin- 
drances to genuine piety, the conflict riſes in 
admiration; and we may joyfully account 
for the experience of the Divine favout in 
the ſubject of our preſent praiſe, which 
cannot but bleſs the means its own power 
beſtows, in recompence of promiſe to thy, 
faithful votary. | 
Having now expatiated upon the firſt 
part of my ſubject, in order to convince you 
of the real bleſſing we might have loſt, and 
to eſtabliſh a permanent memorial of grate- 
ful praiſe in all our hearts for the valuable 
benefits continued to us, I come now ta 
the ſecond diviſion of my diſcourſe ; but as 
this involves much ſerious obſeryation and 
advice; as it is a ſubje& that by no means. 
ſhould expire with this particular ſervice, 
and the Lord's day being ſo near at hand, 
I ſhall defer what I have judged proper 
further to ſay Upon this glorious event 
till we meet again in this place; and for 
the preſent I will only warn you, my friends, 
that the more — the favour we have 
| | received, 


Fg 


4 


\ 


received. oh more . tremendous will be the 
conſequence of future provocation. Let us 
not, becauſe the Almighty is long ſuffering, 
and flow to 'anger, incenſe him to make 
ſhort work with us at laſt ;- for dreadful 
will be the viſitation upon an ungrateful, 
obſtinate, and wilfully wicked people. Let 
us, on the contrary, employ ſuch caution 
over our religious and moral conduct, as 
may aſſure a long continuance of the Divine 
protection: we cannot now be too circums 
ſpect in avoiding to offend ſo good a God, 1 
would not unſeaſonably intrude any terri- 
fying or gloomy thoughts in the very mo- 
ment of the preſent joy, and therefore have 
poſtponed my promiſed application to ano- 
ther time: but ſtill I muſt recommend the 
abſolute neceſſity and obvious decency of 
a ſober rejoicing, For this good end, as 
far as the little ability of our place enables 
us to teſtify an humble token of further 
gratitude to God, and affection for our So- 
vereign, in the exertion of ſuch innocent 
means as may render our poorer brethren 
cheerfully thankful and more mindful of 
the day, all ſuch methods have been diſ- 


couraged as might hazard an excels of rt» 
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tous. mirth, or [vicious indulgence; and 


ſuch a feaſt will be provided for every needy 
perſon in the pariſh, as may do credit to 
the cauſe. I would therefore maſt earneſtly 
admoniſh all of that deſcription (to whom 
I now particularly addreſs myſelf) to re- 
member,. that debauchery is a moſt foul 
return to God Almighty for the great 
mercies you have received in common with 
your fellow ſubjects, and no ways indicating 
reſpectful and becoming notice of your So- 
vereign's command. 

I will cloſe my preſent addreſs with Ws 
thought that juſt occurs to me on this oc- 


caſion, and which perhaps may ſtrike you 


by its awful proſpect, and lead to the molt 
uſeful meditations, 

At this very time, my friends, as :lluC: 
trious object of our humble and hearty 


tribute of thankſgiving to Almighty God 


is uniting in the ſame due acknowledgment 
of his favour, attended by a hoſt of grateful 


people; the whole nation likewiſe is equally 


employed in one ſolemn pleaſing act of holy 
worſhip; How heavenly is the idea to a 
ſerious mind! How naturally ſhould each 
of us be pleaſed to form a part of this loyal 

cavalcade, 


g/ GC. 


cavalcade, or eren to be ſpectators of the 
affecting ſight! To afford you any juſt no- 
tion of ſuch a ſcene far exceeds the utmoſt 


effort of my abilities; perhaps the ſubject 


falls more properly within the province of 
a pencil, than of words: but I will try 
how far J can aſſiſt your fancy, to prepare 
you better for what now poſſeſſes my mind. 


Only imagine, then, a town of miles in 
length, every houſe cloſe filled, and every 
houſe-top heavy with eager, Joyous, and 


loyal. ſpeRators : the ſtreets appearing, as 
it were, paved with human faces, The 


prodigious multitude aſſembled, fancy them 
forgetting their natural diſpoſition to tu- 
mult and miſchief, and awed into tranquil- 
lity and reſpect, from expectation of the 
approaching object of their | joy; on tip-toe, 


ſtraining to gratify ſome of thoſe exquiſite 


ſenſations, which would do honour to the 


moſt refined of their ſpecies. At length . 


the Soyereign appears, calm and contem- 


plative, and ſeriouſly impreſſed with the 


part he bears in the ſacred ſolemnity. Con- 
ceive the grandeur of an immenſe cathe- 


dral, its extenſiye area thronged with ex- 
unt eee a any poſſibility of 


admittance ; 


Ch * 
TY i 
- o% 


( 266 ) 


| admittance: but let us imagine the He 
of the ſanctuary, and connect /olemuity and 
devotion with the utmoſt grandeur of ap- 
pearance. To hear ten thouſand voices 
ſound all at once the praiſes of Jehovah, 
would thrill our blood with pious ecſtaſy, 
and rouſe the foul to awful meditation. 
. This probably is nothing like an ade- 
quate idea of the ſcene now paſſing: but 
ſuppoſe it is, and that it is a thouſand times 
more noble ſtill; yet what is zh7s, my friends, 
to that aſſembly and proceſſion, in which 
all preſent may bear a part, in a far more 
exalted ſtate of being? The day may come, 
if we but wiſely uſe the bleſſed opportunity 
afforded us, when, ſtripped of theſe incum- 
brances of our mortal bodies—when (to ule 
the apoſtle's ſtriking and beautiful fimilitude) 
the tent or tabernacle in which we are now 
Jhut up ſhall be lifted off, and unfading day 
and celeſtial air ſhall refreſh our long im- 
priſoned ſpirits ; when myriads of delivered 
fouls will in a moment be familiar to our 
fight, and render the proudeſt ſcene of 
worldly pageantry as inſignificant and mean, 
as comparatively this body is to its im- 
mortal part. Nay, though ſeparated as we 
cocks | arg 


G 

are now, by the wiſe and neceſſary order of 
creation, and diſcriminating providence; 
and therefore approaching our temporal 
Sovereign with becoming deference and hu- 

mility; the very pooreſt of you all, at that 
great day, when high and low, rich and 
5 poor, ſhall meet together,” if you have 
behaved yourſelves: proportionably to the 
reſpective talents you have received, may 
then have hope to face your Sovereign with- 
out that dread which mortal circumſtances 
render proper; and, though you may neuer 
ſee him here, ſhall then be qualified to judge 
of thoſe exalted virtues, which-in the high 
capacity of a religious monarch prepare his 
way for crowns. of glory. Then every 
friend will be remembered, every enemy 
forgotten; for where virtue only can be 
admitted, nothing but happineſs can reign. 
Then you will reap.the recompence of 
peaceable deportment, ſubmiſſion to autho- 
rity, and Juſt allegiance to your king. 
And though in heaven there are many 
manſions, and the Bright crowns will be 
beſtowed on thoſe who patiently endure the 
greateſt trials; and the reward of virtue 
given according to its progreſs 1 in poſts of 

eminence 


i% 


+2; 1 
29 
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eminence and danger; yet, as we ſhall 


then ſee things clearly, and face to face, 


every degree of good will be underſtood by 


all, and one grand object employ them 
equally——THE PRAISES OF AN INFINITE 


_ Gop, the endleſs wondering at his mar- 
vellous mercy and arrangements; and, above 


all, at that ineſtimable inſtance in the un- 
bounded love of our ever bleſſed Maſter 
and Redeemer, who hath merited and pre- 
pared ſuch high rewards, as far ſurpaſs the 


utmoſt ſervices of the beſt of mortals, and 


will attract our grateful conſideration to all 
eternity: ſuch bliſs as can be only mea- 


ſured by thoſe great and precious promiſes 


made to H1iM who died to purchaſe them 
for all his faithful ſervants. That we may 
all partake of this glorious inheritance, God 
of his infinite mercy grant, n e 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. | 
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SER MON XL 
Divine forbearance, a gracious admonition to 
future circumſpection. 


A Thankſgiving Sermon on his Majeſty's 
recovery. 
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I SAM. Xii. 25, 


Bu ut 1 if” ye fill do wic kedly, ye fall be con- 5 
ſumed, Both ye and your king. 


H EN I addreſſed you laſt un this 
place, upon the ſubject of public 
thankſgiving to Almighty God, for his 
great mercy ſfiewu to us in the happy reco- 
very of our Sovereign from his late ſevere 
and dangerous indiſpoſition, I concluded 
with the firſt diviſion of my diſcourſe ; 
which conſiſted of grateful praiſe, and an in- 
tereſting enlargement upon the various and 
bleſſed effects of God's goodneſs towards our 
gracious monarch and ourſelves, I then 
gave you my reaſons for reſerving this ſe- 
cond part of the ſubject to the preſent op- 
portunity: which is intended to convey a 
5 5 wholeſome 


4 
wholeſome admonition- and earneſt exhorta- 
tion to deport ourſelves in future with ſuch 
holy circumſpection, as may prevent the an- 
ger of the Lord from returning, and ſecure 
to us a long continuance of the Divine fa- 
vour and protection. 

In this late inſtance of God's great good- 
neſs, we have ſtronger demands upon our 
gratitude than ever; and the more juſtly 
alarming muſt be our apprehenſions of the 
ſevergſt retribution, if we abuſe ſuch father- 
ly clemency, or do not profit by it: let 
us hope, on the contrary, ** that many. 
« ſhall ſee it, and fear, and put their truſt 
«mm me Lord: ve 

It is a circumſtance of valuable memo- 
rial, that in the caſe of Pharaoh, and his 
people, the long-ſuffering and abundant 
miracles of the Lord only ſerved to harden 
heir hearts: there is this indiſputable differ- 
ence between heir caſe and ours, that their 
final viſitation and deſtruction ſeems, by the 
hiſtory, to have been incurred, in great 
meaſure, through the unbelieving per- 
verſeneſs of the king himſelf; we may 
however infer, without preſumption, that 


the former long: continued and general 
tranſgreſſions 


a8)» 
nde don of the people jointly incenſed | 
the Lord againſt them, and. provoked him 
to deſtroy. them both together ; though the 
wicked obſtinacy of their ruler is more 
particularly mentioned. But with as the 
provocation, doubtleſs, muſt be attributed 
to our own particular miſconduct, the un- 
reſtrained iniquity of individuals compoſing 
the burthen of national delinquency. If 
the example ſet us, in the deportment of our 
Royal Governor, was religiouſly adhered to 
by all of ſuperior rank and ſtation, there 
would be but little dread of our falling ſo 
ready a prey to thoſe wiles of the enemy, 
which derive additional influence from the 
licentious practices of the rich and power- 
ful, whereby the manners of the inferior 
orders of the community become infected. 
Let us therefore uſe the utmaſt caution 
not to harden ourſelves in fin ; let us not, 
by wilful blindneſs, and wicked obſtinacy, 
deſerve that worthleſs charaQer, ** that be- 
cauſe ſentence againſt an evit work is not 
executed ſpeedily, therefore the heart of the 
„ ſonsof menis fully ſetinthem to doevil:“ 
nor let us audaciouſly preſume, becauſe we 
are not permitted to indulge the preſent 
For. Ih. 'F natural 
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natural feelings of our joy, that it was for 
any deſert of ours the threatened judgment 
was withdrawn. The Lord hath many 
and ſore ſcourges in ſtore to puniſh us, 
though ſcarce any more afflictive and affect- 
ing than that we have eſcaped. No, not for 
our righteouſneſs, but to the tender mer- 
cies of the Lord, do we attribute the abun- 
dant inſtances of his kindneſs we have ſo 

eminently and uninterruptedly experienced. 
And, leſt we ſhould deceive ourſelves 
with any vain perſuaſion of this nature, I 
would remind you, that the condeſcending 
favour of the Great Omniſcient God 1s of- 
ten beſtowed in conſideration of a ſlender 
portion of his faithful ſervants: “ I will 
not deſtroy the city even for ten's ſake.” 
Humility conſtitutes the vital ſpirit of 
devotion ; and, if we hope for laſting marks 
of heavenly indulgence, we mult pray to 
be made duly ſenſible of our great deficiency 
in this eſſential virtue; and that we only 
merit vengeance, was the Lord extreme 
to viſit our tranſgreffions.” 
1. The teſt of purity in a meogle is 
the general veneration they diſcover for 


boly ordinances : 2. Ingratitude is the moſt 
fatal 


1 


fatal ſymptom of inveterate vile; It will 
be perfectly ſuitable to this part of my diſ- 
courſe, to dwell a little on both theſe arti- 
cles; and I ſhall conclude with a ſhort, 
but pointed, application to our own particu- | 
lar caſe and conduct. be 

. Candid confeſſion and common notice 
will too fully prove, that, as a nation, we 
are groſsly wanting in the bounden duties 
- which mark the character of a grateful and 
religious people; as dependent creatures 
upon that mighty Being, who made, pre- 
ſerves, and proſpers us. I will not treſpaſs 
upon you with a long liſt of thoſe pernicious 
vices which are openly committed and 
abetted, and, from the alarming circum- 
{tance of high example and Hagitions ha- 
bit are paſſed by as trivial, as the conſe- 
quent appendages of affluence and leiſure: 
but I will reſt the proof of a general failure 
in duty upon our progreſſived eviation 
from tlie h mark I ſpecified as the valu- 
able indication of national virtue. Let us 
then, by ſome ſhort and pertinent queries, 
examine whether we are not greatly ſtray- 


ed from the right way, and how expedient 
* 2 | it 


CR ws 
it is that a ſpeedy aud general reformation 
ſhould take place. 

1. Do the multitude. ſolliciently 1 A 
ee of the bleſſing of an eſtabliſhed 
church? Is the public worſhip of Almigh- 
ty God an object of indiſpenſable concern 
with moſt men ? Are religious ordinances 
attended to with that conſtancy becoming 
a godly. community ? or is the honour of 
the Deity in any remarkable Cores: the rul- 
ing principle of high or low? Do not the 
anerslity of thoſe apparently moſt indebt- 
ed to his bounty, and providential diſtinc- 
tion from their brethren, manifeſtly abuſe - 
their plenty and their power, by perverting 
the bleſting of the firſt to the moſt waſte- 
ful and corruptive purpoſes, and the fe- 
cond too often in preference of” the unde- 
| ſerving (while the humble, and the induſ- 
trious, are left to pine, and to appeal, and 
drudge on, in vain); inſtead of uſing them 
to the glory of the Giver, and A comfort 


more aid; diſpoſal Sa are in mercy dah 
| culated to ſecure the poſſeſſion of everlaſting 


treatures? In ſhort, do not too many live 
3 


( 

in a manner without God in the world;” 
thankleſs for every bleſſing they enjoy, 
and devoted wholly to carnal laſts and ap- 
petites; quite dead in treſpaſſes and ſin, and 
perfectly regardleſs of any remedy or dan- 
ger; and as to the neceſſity of à Re- 
deemer, wholly ignorant? Which leads to a 
Kill more ſerious and important examination. 

Further then, Are we duly ſenſible or 
concerned to learn for whoſe fake alone 
any ſtate of trial is allotted to a race of frail 
unworthy creatures, who, when they have 
done all, are but unprofitable ſervants? 
What degree of lively faith do we exhibit 
in the merits.and influence of that ador- 
able perſon who ſtood in the gap of God's. 
wrath, and, when man had fallen from in- 
nocence, and was conſequently ſeparated. 
from communion with his Maker, did, in the 
deep myſterious council of Divine love, 
make ſatisfaction for the offence, leo 
remiſſion of all ſin, through the medium 
of repentance, and likewiſe the power of 
reunion and recovery! ? Do we demonſtrate 
any faving ſenſe of the covenant upon. 
which Chriſt's kingdom 1 is ſet up; * VIZ. an 
efficient ſhare of his regenerating: ſpirit, 
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which ſhews itſelf in true conviction, con- 


trition of heart, and ſuch eflential tokens 
of a new man formed within us, as to be 
dead to this world, further than it can be 


enjoyed to the honour of God, and as a paſ- 


ſage of diſcipline and probation to fit us 
for a better ſtate of being? Is our belief of 
evangelical revelation ſo ſubſtantial, as to 
procure us rational peace and joy concern-' 
ing our future ſtate ; by convincing us of 
the abfolute neceſſity of obeying its precepts, 
with ſincere engeaveur at leaſt, though mortal 
frailty keeps us far ſhort of the pattern ? 
And finally, that it is through our immacu- 
late Advocate, who hath triumphed over 
ſin and death, that all the promiſes are found- 
ed, and have been confirmed, of our riſing 
again, and living with him for ever? In 


ſhort, that there is no other name under 


heaven by which ſalvation can be ob- 
tained, to man, but that of Jeſus Chriſt ? 
Theſe, my good friends, you mult confeſs 
(if you have any knowledge of the religion 
of your country), are moſt eſſential proper- 
ties of a Chriſtian's faith. Alas! how many 
live as if they did not credit one article 


of this creed; . leſs, that they are all 


indiſ Penfabie 
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indiſpenſable to ſalvation! Can we think, 
my brethren, that this doing deſpite to the 
Spirit of grace will always go unheeded, 


or can pothbly finiſh well? Let us prost 


by the wiſe man's caution : ** Though a 
„ {inner do evil an hundred times, and his 


<< days be prolonged; yet ſurely I know it | 


„ ſhall not be well with the wicked in the 


ends, becauſe he feareth not before God.” 


As is the fate threatened throughout ſcrip- 


ture to individuals, the like, depend upon 


it, will befall the collective body of all na- 


tions finally, who deſpiſe both the chaſten- 
ing and tender mercies of the Lord, who 


harden their hearts not to benefit by the 


time of their viſitation. On both the day 
„will come as a thief in the night.” It 
has happened ſo once to a whole world, 
whom nogracious diſpenſation, or ee 
even for ages, could perſuade; and thus 
hath it been with millions of perverſe, de- 
luded ſinners, who have raſhly ſlighted the 


repeated warnings proffered 3 in theſe 


later and more enlightened times; and thus 
may we ſurely expect it will be with as, if 
we continue to anger God and break his 


6 * coveyant z if we provoke him to wrath by 


T 4 „ our 


- 
r 6 ² 33 TOTS Ry RI — — — = 


: 8 N = — 
> - 7 4 . n NO Ee PR, 2 — 
SS 9 — —— — OE = 
- - V4 5 — a en a ne 


1 
4 


rn 
wt ar rr 


„ —— 
— re 


(„ . n 
. — 


— — 


J 
' 
£ 

1 

q 
' 


{ 


„ 
% our evil works, and augment the fierce 
„ wrath of the Lord againſt us.” 

I would now requeſt your attention to 
the /econd ſymptom of that inveterate dif- 
order, which marks us prominently for a 
backſliding graceleſs people; and which I 
fear, from the above eſtimate of our religi- 
ous habits, will be found to have taken ſuch 
deadly root, as ultimately to induce the 
moſt lamentable events, unleſs we gather 
wiſdom by the gracious an that are 
daily given us. 

Ingratitude is the fouleſt ſtain that can 
be charged on creatures, ho are indebted 
for every comfort, nay their very being, to 
the free pleaſure of an holy God. Such 
unworthy returns as, more or leſs, we all 
diſcover in the very hour of almoſt mira- 
culous preſervation, accumulate the guilt; 
and yet the melancholy experience 1s againſt 
us, both in public and private life, and 
eſpecially as a highly favoured community. 
Abundant are the admonitions in holy 
writ, „not to truſt in uncertain riches,” 
or to temporary ſucceſs, & but in the liv- 
ing. God:“ and it ought to be an awaken- 
ing caution, that “the proipenty of fools 

„hall 
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«© ſhall deſtroy them.” Wherefore, inſtead 
of being high-minded from good fortune, 
we ſhould conſtantly keep in view the 
wholeſome counſel of the Lord himſelf; 
6e to fear and tremble for all the goodneſs, 
and for all the proſperity that I pour up- 
<< on them, for by proſperity will I con- 
% found many.” In truth, my brethren, 
the ſubject of theſe two articles of exami- 
nation is fo prolific in its evidence againſt 
us, that it is almoſt endleſs to inveſtigate 
our failure in each particular: I ſhall only 
therefore, at preſent, ſlightly notice a ſucceſ- 
ſion of events, which more pointedly mark 
the ſingular regard of Providence for the 
common weal of this land; and, at the ſame 
time, our as groſs inſßküdslity of his good- 
neſs, by reproachable remiſſneſs in every 
ſerious habit, and the raſh purſuit of the 
moſt diſgraceful and licentious practices, 
To give no other proof of the latter, what 
ſhall we ſay of the general, powerful, and 
daily encouragement given to many of our 
poor ignorant fellow- creatures, to meet for 
the ſhocking purpoſe of exhibiting their 
dexterity in cruelly maiming or murder- 
ing each other, for the ungracious paſtime 


of 
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af the Gt eee : upon the ha- 
zard of whoſe barbarous proweſs ſuch ſums 
are loſt by many, as diſtreſs their families, 
lead to every ſpecies of diſhoneſty, to the 
repetition and extenſion of the crime, and 
often to ſuicide in the unſucceſsful; while 
the brutal victor is encouraged to a further 
courſe of evil perſeverance. The laws of the 
land are evaded, or infringed ; and, what 1s: 
worſe, the poſitive command of God moſt. 
boldly and ungratefully deſpiſed. But what 
agoravates the ſcandal at this time, is the 
public and preſumptuous preparations made 
immediately upon ſo recent an impreſſion of 
God's condeicending notice of the general 
prayer to pats by our tranſgreſſions, and to 
try the fincerity of our Profelled « contrition 
and repentance, 
But let us proceed to a ſhort deal of 
what exacts a very different conduct from 
the above. 

Waſted, and diſheartened as we mat. nots 
long time paſt, by a moſt fruitleſs conteſ?, 
being beſet on all ſides by combined and 
powerful foes, it pleaſed the Almighty to 
check the ruinous current of diſaſtrous cir- 


amen ces, in the critical juncture of extre- 
mity; 
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mity ; to crown our arms with as ſignal as 
ſudden victory, and even refreſh us with 


the bleſſings of peace. But we ſoon forgot 
thoſe perils, and the mercy that reſtrained 
them; lightly regarding the counſel of the 
Moſt High, and walking as uſual in our 
own vain ways. - Scarce were we ſettled in 
cheerful enjoyment of public tranquillity 
and ſucceſs, when another ſtorm aroſe, 
which ſeemed to threaten a ſpeedy return of 
war, and miſeries more terrible, as being 
more near us: but by Divine proviſion 


againſt an evil that otherwiſe muſt have met 


us iu a moſt formidable ſhape, theſe terrors 
were diſpelled through a ſkilful foreſight; 


and even an acceſſion of national honour 


obtained to our diminiſhed and declining. 
glory; but no adequate ſenſe, or permanent 


return of pious improvement, is to be diſ- 


covered in the body of the people. Theſe 


eſcapes are ignorantly and proudly given to 
the wiſdom of man alone, and the bleſſing 
upon their exertions ſerves only to lull us 


in dangerous ſecurity of having means in 
ſtore to combat future evil; to puff us up, 


and blind us from a wiſe reliance on Him 
who alone is able to ſave; who maketh 
; cc peace 
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* peace and war, and ordereth all things 
« according to his will.” 

Recently we have been alarmed with ſe- 
rious fear of the moſt melancholy calamity 
ahy country | can experience, which might 
have opened the deſtructive ſluices of pub- 
lic feud and ſore diflenſion ; nor, from our 
deſerts, could we have expeCted any ſpeedy 
end of theſe unhappy differences, but for 
the hope of his faithful promiſe who will 
never forſake the offspring of the righteous: 
«© For God 1s a tower of ſalvation for the 
„ king, and ſheweth mercy to his anoint- 
„ed and to his feed for evermore.” And 
here again, the Lord of heaven and earth, 
whoſe gracious goodneſs knows no bounds, 
hath eminently interfered his healing power, 
and reſcued us from the burthen of our ap- 
prehenſions, affording further time for con- 
Aderation and repentance. 

But how is it with our hearts vpon 
ſuch extraordinary and reiterated acts of Di- 
vine indulgence? Are they more diſpoſed 
to turn towards the Lord, to offer the in- 
cumbent ſacrifice of praiſe, and to apply i in 
humble confidence to that ſource of virtu- 


ous aid, whence: only the increaſe can be 
= derived? 


(as) 
derived? Can we honeſtly aſſert, and do 


we religiouſly profeſs, that theſe mighty fa- ; 


vours proceed from the overflowings of mer- 
ciful forbearance? Or, with a hard and 


unbelieving ſpirit, do we aſcribe them to 


the mere. conſequence of ordinary means, 


without any connection in the vaſt dęſigns 


of Providence ? Now that our ſelfiſh appre- 
henſions have ſubſided, and that we perceive 
no danger, are not our ſentiments of piety 


too ſuddenly cooled, or does the fervour of 
our gratitude bear any juſt proportion to, the 


importunity of our former. ſupplicatious? 
Heaven forbid that any preſent, who en- 


tertain the leaſt becoming ſenſe of God's un- 


wearied,goodneſs, ſhould give it ſo unwor- 
thy a reception, as theſe few queſtions 1 
have ſubmitted too plainly lead us to ſuſ- 
pect may be the caſe of ſome; for in wo- 


ful confirmation -· of the degrading effects of 


fallen nature, there certainly are ſuch per- 


ſons, who are dead to any ſenſe of the 
tranſcendent bleſſing that furniſhes the ge- 


neral tranſport upon this occaſion:: and 
where the powers of darkneſs have with ma- 
lignant influence ſo deeply contaminated 
any human hear as not to experience real 


7 pl leafare” 


(06 
- pleaſure at this deſtrüble event, what can 
be obſerved concerning ſuch hapleſs beings ? 
Under the firſt ſuggeſtions of honeſt reſent- 
ment, which every upright and ſuſceptible 
mind muſt feel at ſuch depravity, they ap- 
pear the objects of general reproach, and al- 
molt below contempt :- but, when the pu- 
rifying ſpirit of Chriſtian charity interferes, 


it repreſents their ſtate ſo ſeriouſſy Joplott 
able, it evinces ſuch a diſtance from all gene- 


rous ſympathy, ſuch a total deprivation of 


every principle that can dignify our nature, 
that to pity and pray for them becomes 
the more laudable ' reſolution. How deep, 

bow lamentable the corruption of a proud, 
, perverſe, ungrateful diſpoſition, cannot be 

' fuller ſhewn, than by ſuch- marks of uncon- 

cern, in every mind of fo unhappy a com- 
plexion. Moſt juſtly may the obſervation of 
the prophet be applied; the heart of man 
« 1s deſperately wicked ow all — 
„ who can know eit?“ 

But to draw to a 8 of the whale 
ſubject; let us leave all ſuch. to their own 
miſerable reflections, which will occafion- 
ally ſupply ſevere remorſe : the ſtings of 
galling conſcience will furniſh puniſhment 
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for wicked hope, in mortifying diſappoint- 
ment, and the view of general gladnels. 
Let us, who view the hand of Provi- 


dence in all the works of nature, and are 
duly ſenfible of God's gracious concurrence 
in bringing about the happy change for 
which we are offering up our bounden 


thanks and praiſe—let' us, under a tho- 


rough conviction of our manifold and heavy 


offences, and conſcious of what we have 
ſtrictly merited from the hands of God, 


confeſs, with grateful hearts, that the {word 


of vengeance has been poiſed and wielded 
round us, for awakening purpoſe, though 
gfacioullyy withheld from falling. 


In thort, in threatening for grievous, 
crimes, the Jord ſelects the moſt ſevere, 
the moſt alarming puniſhments ; the pro- 


ſpect of being deprived of a religious king 
is ſuch in an extreme degree: on the other 


hand, in the diſplay of his loving kindneſs, 
and aſtoniſhing forbearance, he ſnowers upon 
his unworthy creatures the moſt exalted 
favours; the recovery of our beloved Sove- 


reign is truly of this deſcription : and in 


either caſe he uſually works by ordinary 
meaus. 8 even bis mercy ſhould be 
awfully 
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awfully reſtraining u pon the wicked; for 
in ſcripture language he may thereby be ſaid 
to heap coals of fire upon their head, 
and heighten their condemnation, This ſure- 
ly thould put us upon our guard, from pet- 
ſevering in iniquity of any kind, leſt a 
worſe thing overtake us in the end, and no 
room is left us to eſcape. For the preſent, 
let us cloſe our humble praiſes in this pleaſ- 
ing exultation, that our Sovereign is yet 
ſpared to ſay, I know that I am this day 
« king over Iſrael, and let us unite in prayer 
<«. for the King's life and his ſon's.“ As 
for thoſe who either cannot, or will not, 
ſee and own the manifeſt goodneſs of the 
Lord tewards us, we muſt charitahly pray 
in the Pfalmiſt's words, “ that the fools 
6 deal not ſo madly, and that the ungodly 
<« ſet not up their horn on high: and 
while the Lord is on our ſide, we need not 
fear what injury man can do us; for he has 
ſolemnly promiſed, „ the horus of the un- 
„ godly will I break, but the horns of the 
* righteous ſhall beexalted;” of which great 
truth the happy ſubje& of our preſent ſa- 
crifice yields full aſſurance. And as for our- 


ſelves, my friends, as each of us is a member 
of 


certain j 
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of the body politic, and that the epyrogats 


of our crimes provokes the Lord to national 
viſitation; let every individual look to his 
own ways; let us ſtrive againſt the ſin 
e that doth moſt eaſily beſet us; let us 


cheriſh the means of grace held out for the 


bettering our corrupted nature. The Chrif- 
tian covenant is propoſed to all who will 
cloſe with the conditions: it is abundantly 
effectual, if not to make us perfect here, to 
fit us for perfection in another ſtate of being. 
And let us not forget the threatenings of the 
Lord, that though his long ſuffering is de- 


ſigned to lead us to repentance, yet * that 
he will not ſpare in the terrible day of ven- 


*« geanee; for he is not ſlack as ſome men 
& count flackneſs, but will execute fore and 
ent upon the wicked; that he 
*« will fight againſt his enemies with an out- 
c ſtretched hand and with a ſtrong arm, even 
e in anger, and fury, and great wrath. “ 

By diligence in our reſpective callings, 
obedience to government, and humble re- 
liance upon God's protection, we ſhall mu- 
tually contribute to form a- grateful, _—_ | 
and proſperous community. 

Finally, I will teach you, in very r 


Vor. FL: 6 words, 


* 


(00), 
words, that have no mixture of error or 
veakneſs in them, the good and the right 
„ way; and, as they immediately precede the 
verſe I have choſen for my text to this day's 
_ diſcourſe, they may with great propriety con- 
clude it: Only fear the Lord, and ſerve 
« him in truth, with all the heart; for con- 
© fider how great things he hath done for us: 
„ but if ye ſtill do wickedly, ye thall be 
6 conſumed, both ye and your king.” The 
difference however will be material in the 
two caſes; that, as among many nations 
« there 1s no king like him,“ ſhould it ſeem 
good in the eye of God to viſit our incor- 

rigible backſlidings with ſo ſevere a ſcourge 
as the deprivation of our preſent comforts, 
before the ordinary period that due courſe of 
nature and a fond and reaſonable hope may 
promiſe; HE will only ſhift his earthly 
crown for one above, glorious and eternal 
(a bleſſed exchange !); but We, in conſe- 
quence of diſregarding the frequent admo- 
nitions of the Lord; inſtead of witneſſing 
for ever the recompence of thoſe virtues of 
the Sovereign which now occaſion the juſt 
ſentiments of ſorrow or joy, as his condi- 
tion has been affected by the vyitation or 


— 
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the mercies of the Lord; inſtead of being 
for ever familiar with thoſe good ſpirits 
who are now preparing, though in different 
poſts and ſtates of trial, for victory, and 
enjoying the reward held out to all who 
preſs forward, and faint not; inſtead of 
joining that glorious acclamation of innu- 
merable happy beings, whoſe welcome cho- 
rus will form one voice of heavenly joy; 
We ſhall hazard the condemnation of ever- 
laſting reproaches from an accuſing conſci- 
ence, ** becauſe we would not know the day 
of our viſitation :** * our portion will be 
„with hypocrites and ſinners, in bonds of 
endleſs ſeparation from all peace and com- 
fort, where the bitter remorſe and irrever- 
fible ſenſations of the ungodly and impeni- 
tent are ſo affectingly deſcribed . by weep- 
e ing, and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth,” 
May the Lord avert this dreadful fentence 
from being our fate, by bleſſing us with his 
grace, now in this our time of trial, that 
we may all finally meet in the kingdom of 
his righteouſneſs, through the merits and 
aſſiſtance of his ever bleſſed Son, our Lord 
and Saviour. To whom, with the Father 
and ye Holy Spirit, be aſcribed, &c. 
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Then came 1 to 0 1 ond. i, 5 
; bow oft. Gall my brother fin againſt me, 
and I forgive him? till ſeven limes P55; 

Jeſus, ſaith upto Bim, 1 Jay 2p. not, unto thee, 
until. ſeven times, e 1 YAH: Ms, 
even. d 2B noon 019 Of eien 
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HERE is no precept in the whole, 

goſpel which zeqvires more to be. 

ineulested among men than, that cont. 
tained in theſe words of Jeſus Chriſt. 

However we may, gloſs over our on fails, 

ings, and fancy o s ſuperior to others 


in point of generoſity, liberality,; aud great 
neſs of mind however we, may flatter our- 
ſelves that we are arrived at that neceſſary 


degree of Chriſtian proficiency, to be in 
11110 3 | charity 
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charity with all men, yet 1 TESTER des 


ceive themſelves in this eſtimate of their 
fancied excellence ; for the fin of unforgive- 
neſs is that which doth moſt eaſily beſet all 
ranks and deſcriptions of people: it is 
founded in pride and ſelf- love, which is 
more or leſs interwoven in the common 
nature of all mankind; it is the bane of 
human life; few that ever lived but have 
found an enemy, or cheriſhed ſome aver- 
ſion themſelves towards another; even the 
beſt diſpoſed amongſt us are not exempt | 
from the effects of enmity : virtue and vice 
are ever at variance, and where an open 
wound is impracticable, a ſeeret Rab is often 
meditated. In proportion as we eradicate 
the ſeeds of this noxious quality, the pre- 
ſent turbulent ſcene of things becomes 
more calm; the moſt vexatious and per- 
plexing circumſtances put on à brighter aſ- 
pect; and even in this fiery trial for vie- 
tory over fin, the world, and the devil, the 
mind is ocoafionally viſited with ſuch tran- 
quillity and compoſure, as conveys ſore 
idea of that ſtate of peace, and joy, and love, 
which is prepared hereafter for thoſe who 
nde the b of fee The 
kJ beautiful 
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beautiful Hluſtratibn of this heavenly rin 
which our bleſſed Lord has given in ſeveral 
parts of the evangelical hiſtory, are too 
well known to need a repetition. If we 
did but carefully ſtudy the ſpirit of his 
holy doctrines, and transfer to our own con- 
duct the examples he produces in his plain 
and « perſuaſive parables, there would be 
little need for the comments or exhortations 
of frail men, in order to renmmmend the 
practice of any moral virtue, or the beauty 
of religious truths. At the pure foun- 
tain we might imbibe the vital ſtream that 
would ſpring up as a well of life in our” 
ſouls, and enable us to cleanſe away thoſe 

dregs of depravity, which, by hindering a' 
cordial and Chriſtian forgiveneſs of one 
another, will neceſſarily ſeparate us from 
the love of God, and any valuable progreſs 
in Chriſtian perfection; for unleſs we are 
ſenſible of having made ſome advances in 
ſubduing all degrees of malevolence, and 
have alſo planted in their room the virtues 
of brotherly love, mutual forbearat ce, and 
benignity of temper, we may reſt aſſured 
we have gained no ground in the grand 
wall * us on earth, where we are 
* | | 5 placed, | 


* £8: , as 
- 


prevent their gaining ſuch aſcendancy as to 
oe a fatal, oni dwencg. Now, where 


6 8 ) 


placed, in a trial, to uſe the Means afforded. for 


our improvement, io! that we; may be pre- 
pared to be partakers of a better inberitancg. 
In ſhort, without. charity, we are nothing, 
worth : St. Paul upholds this truth moſt 
forcibly, reducing every other plauſible, pres! 
tention and oftentatious attainment to 


mere bubble, and empty. ſound; and, on. 


the contrary, combining in one 2 word 
the eſſence of, them all. He, further ex- 
alteth the excellence of charity, by the, moſt, 
powerful and -pgaging . charm, that it cor, 
wereth the multitude of fins; in other words. 4 
Wherever this grace Bath happily taken, 


root, its pervading virtuę repels every hurts; 


ful property that would corrupt the mind: 
in whateyer.. breaſſ this precious gift. of. 
Heaven is ſeen to flouriſh, it may be deemed. 

a valuable aſſurance that exterior corrups; 
tion, derived from mortal woknefs; nr 


as human inßrmity does certainly wol 
us in a multitude of ſins, it is ſutely of 
great importance to cultivate, a ſingle tem- 
per, chat will, if not. ſubdue them all, at deaſt 


4 


„ * 1 


-< 299 5 
a ſpark of unforgiveneſs is ſuffered. to ap- 


pear, we may be certain that ſoil i is ill pre- 


pared to admit the purifying virtue ſo de- 


firable, and fo deſervedly extolled ; where - 
fore it may be profitable, in the noble at- 
inhabitant, to try the gift a and 12 75 of 

ath gra- 
ciouſly ſup ppl us to bebt v us on our way 
to happineſs in order to inveſtigate the cloſe 


connexion of this evil quality to our com- 


mon nature, and by. what means it has 


obtained ſuch ; ſtrong, poſſeſſion. of ſome 


| a0 and how. i it hg be happily diſlodged. 


A "at I may. o this Flags: clearly, as | 


RET, 


well as profitabl, 15 jb r your conviction. 
and, c f t. 4 4 do pt the good | 
old mode of aan my 9 diſ⸗ 
tip enquiries, ; 50 de e 
tions. 6 | 

Fir then, I ſhall take a full vi view Up the 
obvious cauſes. of this unhappy. temper, a and 
difinguſh, between them. 115 

: Secondly, 94 1 ſha 


1 aw Lair l ie. 
influence it has upon e and 4 
cit. 15 And, TIT; 10 Jh 1 
- Yr „ I. Hall, adyert tot he be ferigus im im 
51 in 'portance 
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portance of the condition eetidin g the cor 


rection of it, or a contrary conduct; and 
this, as the moſt powerful diflualive that 


can be propoſed, 


Now the latent, principle which origi- 


nally exeites and feeds every malignant. 
temper, 1s pride; this is. the grand mover, 
the root of all the evil in our nature: but 


as to the more oftenſible cauſes by which 


this principle operates. upon the minds of 


men, ſo as to produce a noxious effect upon | 


their conduct, they are almoſt as numerous 
as their complexions; they flow from the 
various deſigns, and conſtitutional habits, 
which govern our deportment under par- 
ticular circumſtances, and on the ſeveral 
occaſions that the traffic of life produces 
for the exerciſe of our abilities, and trial of 
our virtue. Self. love, and ſelf· intereſt, are 
at the bottom of moſt, if not all our 
views, where religion is not admitted as 
an arbitrator and controller of our projects. 
I believe it will be allowed, that what may 


frridly be termed the difintereſted man, is 


a character rarely to be found: that it ex- 
its, 1 it 1s for the credit of human natufe to 


inte ; "and they who happily find a 
n 


% 30¹ ) 


| propenſity. to nls it, approach the near- 
eſt it is poſſible in this life to that nature 


of which we are promiſed to be made par- 


takers ! in the next, if we uſe the means to 
cultivate it in this ſcene of diſcipline. 
Among the variety of articles that might 
be ſpecified, as being productive of the evil 
in queſtion, I ſhall confine, myſelf at pre- 
oY to one object, to which the others are 
comparatively ſubordinate, and which I fear 
has more general ſway over the human mind 
in this reſpect, than any exterior charms 
the world affords: I ſcarce need mention 
money. This is an ingredient ſo very ef- 
ſential to the gratification of all thoſe pa 
ſions and deſires to which a diſordered na- 
ture is ſubje&, that; it is no wonder its power 
is ſo. predominant; it. is attended at the 
Hip time with ſo dangerous an zul 


* 11 i 


in God" 8 holy word than the covetous prin- 


ciple. The ayaricious man is ſaid to war 


| againſt his own ſoul, and to be abhorred of 


God. Coyetouſueſs: is ranked with idolatry, 
| which. we. likewiſe read 18 declared to be 
moſt hate ful to the Lord. All who de- 
vote themſelyes to this tewper, are poſi- 


tively 
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tively excluded from the kingdom of God; 
and we are exhorted, above all things, to 
beware of covetouſneſs. Further, the pro- 
miſe of the wiſe man to ſuch as guard . 
ſelves againſt the power of this evil, is, that 
be ſhall prolong his days upon tardh, Now 
where this luſt prevails" in the diſpoſition, 
it will naturally foment an oppoſition with 
whatever obſtructs its favourite object, and 
lay the foundation of much ſtrife; from 
which, in courſe of time, and from innumera- 
ble exaſperating circumſtances, which ever 
attend upon ſimilar cauſes, animoſities are 
gradually engendered, and the ſpirit of un- 
forgiveneſs gains force. It is with this 
vice as with every darling paſſion; in pro- 
portion as it hath taken poſſeſſion of the 
heart, the party enflaved will be for vin- 
dicating the meaſure to which he is ſtimu- 
Hated by the ruling principle: thus the op- 
| preſſion of others is often defended by term - 
ing it, only ſupporting a fair right; a claim 
perhaps exiſting from ſome accidental turn 
or ſubtle evaſion of the common law, but as 
diſtant from ſtrict juſtice, equity, aud the 
pure law of nature, as weakneſs is the re- 


. of power, or choice compatible with 
| neceſſity. 


E 
neceſſity. If this apology needs ſupport, 
the blinded party will. adduce the iĩntereſts 
of a family; the precedent of thouſands be- 
ſides in ſimi lar fituations; the opinion of 
the world; and even the duty of ſeizing 
every advantage that caſual good fortune 
may preſent. On the other hand, the 
party who feels aggrieved, upholds reſiſtance 
on the ſuppoſed juſtice of his cauſe; 1 
veighs with ready eloquence againſt what 
appears ſo inimical to benevolence and diſ- 
intereſtedneſs; and thus, by mutual iaggra- 
vation (the one through danger of his 
threatened loſs, the other on being reproached 
for the promiſed gain), the ſeeds of diſcord 
fly thick on both ſides, and take ſuch vio- 
lent root from warmth of oppoſition, as 
often to effect the moſt enen conſe» 
n 3 

Again, the da Shea the lache 
rous pleas of temporary ambition, the cap- 
tivating charms of preference and ſuperi- 
orĩty oyer others, provè equally deſtructive 
of that peace and harmony which are the 
valuable ingredients of pure comfort and 
happineſs in our paſſage through this life. 
A2 it eee to behold, even from 

3 what 


— 


1 * 


what trivial cauſes, when fairly and * 
ſtractedly conſidered, the moſt inveterate 
feuds ariſe ſo as to ſuperſede every benefit 
from education, birth, or liberality of ſen - 
timent ; nay, in ſome particular inſtances, 
to triumph over that darling ſpirit of li- 
berty, ſo peculiar to this country, ſo con- 
genial with the rights and privileges of a 
free community, even to the eventual pre- 
judice of the cauſe and object the conten- 
tion is intended to. ſecure. What I im- 
mediately allude to in this place is the ar 

ticle of rural ſports, which have been inva - 
riably found to tyrannize ſo ſtrangely over 
the minds of /ome, that laws have been 
continually framing to aſcertain the boun- 
dary of this fancied right, and, if poſſible, 
to curtail the miſchief.enſuing from the jea- 
louſies and diſputes which this extraordi- 

nary paſſion has produced, even from men, 
in other reſpects, the moſt enlightened, li- 
beral, generous, and tolerating, both from 
Principle and natural diſpoſition. Nay, life 
itſelf, and the moſt precious intereſts of 
families, have been ſacriſiced through ſtub- 
born contention about this frivolous con- 
cern: and, it is to be feared, that even 

h the - 


G 


the remedy, however well deſigned, will 


often tend to fan the fuel of reſentment, 


without affording any protection to the ob- 
ject of diſpute. It is really a matter of 


curious inveſtigation, how this fingle, tem- 


porary, and (intrinſically) unimportant con- 
ſideration, ſhould obtain ſuch general do- 
minion over the mind, as to level, on many 
occaſions, the gentleman, the ſcholar, and 
nobility, with the very loweſt and moſt 


contemptible of mankind. But enough 


has been faid upon it in 2) is place, though 
doubtleſs it deſerves notice in the catalogue 
of thoſe contingencies which contribute to 
ruffle the tempers of men, and operate to 
moleſt that deſirable unanimity of Chriſ- 
tian brethren. Having inſtaneed this among 
other cauſes productive of the reſentful ſtate 


of mind my text condemns, I will now ſub- 


mit a few further obſervations by way of 
Alſtinction. | ' 
It may probably afford wi matter of 


_ controverſy, whether man, when his nature 


is clofely canvaſſed, is properly a well- diſ- 
poſed, or a malignant being. The doc- 
trine of the fall, which is ſo ſadly proved by 
daily enormity, and univerial ditregard of 
Vol. II. „ virtue, 
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virtue, would lead us rapidly to the un- 
favourable ſide, did not our faith in a re- 
deeming Power ſupply an inward con- 
viction of renewal, by the arduous zeal of 

many after good: the genuine and almoſt 
innate benevolence of ſoul we find in ſome, 
and the precepts and examples held forth to 
us in the goſpel, would never have been pro- 
poſed by infinite Wiſdom to beings wholly 
incapacitated to admit or follow them. As 
I am now addreſſing Chriſtians, I take this 
for granted; in which caſe, though the 
weakneſs of our nature may be eaſily ſeduced 


by the power and artifice of the enemy, and 


though we may have fallen into temptations, 
as I have above defcribed to beſet moſt men 


in ſome degree or ſhape, let us wiſely avail 


ourſelves of what hath been mercifully done 
for us to prevent this miſchief in our decayed 
conſtitution ; let us follow the apoſtle's va- 
luable advice, Be angry, and fin not. 

If, in the heyday of life, or in heat of 
blood, or from various prejudices and na- 
tural infirmity ; or bad advice, or datliug 
paſſions, and too eaſy ſubjection to the pleas 
of ſelt-intereſt or ſelf-love ; or through the 


forcible and blinding ſuggeſtions of gc 
and 
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and a ſeductive conſequence and ſuperiority, 
we have been ever hurried away into the 
dangerous gulphs of continued and bitter 
ſtrife, and by the goodneſs of divine Pro- 
vidence have eſcaped becoming victims to 
the violence of theſe affaults, but have 
been preſerved to ſee their fatal tendency, 


and contemplate our happy liberation from. 


their influence, to be ſenſible of the woful 


conſequence of quitting this ſcene in habits 


of malicious grudging and unrelenting ani- 
moſity; let us agree in the wiſdom and 


neceſſity of the foregoing admonition of 


St. Paul. The apoſtle; we may obſerve, 
well knowing the frailty of our compo- 
fition, and the manifold provocations to 
which we are expoſed in a ſtate of perpetual 
warfare, does not attempt to eſtabliſh a poſſi- 
bility of enduring the trial without diſeloſ- 
ing occaſional ſymptoms of natural depra- 
vity, without being ſometimes ſore and 
angry, and given to turbulent vexation and 
ſudden wrath : but knowing likewiſe, that 


the indulgence of this temper will hazard 
both the temporal and eternal peace of 


men, he exhorts us to make a noble ſtand 


againſt their deſtructive effects. Be angry, 
1 „ 2 | but 
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but /in not; 1. e. when the firſt ebullitions 
are over, when the primary cauſes of the 
acrimony are in great meaſure removed, 
either by accommodation, or intervention 
of time, or interpoſition of friends, or the 
humble proffers of reconciliation, beware of 
feeding the deadly crime of unforgiveneſs; 
let your former tranſports ſubſide in the 
candid review of mutual infirmity ; let no 


obſtinacy of reſentment attach f to your 


conduct, but ſeize the earlieſt opportunity 


of returning to a Chriſtian temper and 


deportment; let no time be loſt: “ let 


not the ſun, zf palſible, go down upon 


your wrath ; but forbearing one another, 
„% and forgiving one another, if any man 
e hath a quarrel againſt any man, even as 
„ Chriſt forgave you, ſo do ye.” 

There is nothing ſhould make perſons 
hold out againſt conciliatory terms, where 
any miſunderſtanding hath ſubſiſted, ** but 
for upbraiding, or pride, or diſcloſing ſe- 
s crets, or a treacherous wound :” for theſe, 
as the wiſe man ſays, will every friend 
depart ; but with the charitable and well- 
diſpoſed, where reaſon re- aſſumes her ſeat, 


far 


% ay P 
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far they may have provoked the offence, | 


how probably they may have themſelves 
been guilty of ſimilar tranſgreſſions; whe- 
ther the injury ſuſtained has not been more 


imaginary than real; whether the male- 


volence of a buſy world may not have 
magnified the report; and that, perhaps, 
the obſervation of the ſon of Sirach may 


be reciprocally applied with juſtice, and 


ſhould operate to haſten peace: There is 
one that ſlippeth in his ſpeech, but not 


% from his heart; and who is he that hath 


i not offended with his tongue?” But where, 
happily, 20 obſtacles of this /evere deſcrip- 
tion do occur, and that the ſources of diſ- 
content have ceaſed to flow; when all danger 


of a freſh breach 1s ſtopped, all galling dif- 


ferences ſettled, and each ſide probably 
guilty of equal error; whenever the tender- 
hearted hand of amity holds out the palm 
of anxious reconciliation, a too ready con- 
currence cannot be evinced; a rivalry in 
concern for what has paſſed ſhould prove the 
certain ſymptoms of mutual fincerity, and 
generous oblivion confirm the bonds of fu- 
ture concord. 


Charity inclines us then to hope, that 
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many may be found, who are at bottom 
ſo well diſpoſed to brotherly affection, is - 


ready to forgive, that any appearance of a 


different turn muſt be wholly imputed to 
unfayourable aſſaults that have been too 
powerful or ſudden, and that a weakneſs, 
not malignity of nature, has for a ſeaſon 
perverted their real ſentiments : or, even 
with /uch, a generous ſtruggle in the cauſe 
of others may have exacted a firm reſiſtance, 
which, had they been at liberty to relin- 
quiſh, with any ſhare of equity or honour, 
they would have declined purſuing; or, 
in their own caſe, have perhaps entirely 
refrained from, Now this fayourable eſ- 
timate of man leads aptly to the diſcrimina- 
tion of character that concerns our preſent 
enquiry. Where a contrary diſpoſition 
prevails, it is to be feared ſome dangerous 
poiton lurks in the original compoſition of 


the party. All men, even thoſe ſo un- 


happily conſtituted,” are aware of the de- 
ſirable claim to a different character, and 
therefore, though they do not feel, they 
would aſſume it. When prefled with the 
expediency of a different conduct, and where 


nothing juſtifiable can be advanced to vin- 
4 diene 


4 
dicate the hardneſs of their hearts, they will 
have recourſe to ſophiſtry. It is uſual to 
take ſhelter under the trite aſſertion, that 
they forgive, but cannot forget. —a declara- 
tion that in truth means nothing in the ef+ 


ſential ſpirit of the temper we ſhould cul- 


tivate to this good end. It may be ſer⸗ 
viceable therefore to the virtue recommended 
in the text, to inveſtigate the real meaming 


of theſe words, and thew their anden 


and poor effect. 


Now, as it is not pretended to affirm, 


that the faculty of the memory can be 70» 


a zally obliterated at our pleaſure, perhaps the | 


excuſe of impoſſibility to forget may be of- 
fered to defend. a degree of diſtance and re- 


ſerve towards thoſe. with whom we have 


been at variance; yet in a religious ſenſe 
of forgetting (which is the only ſenſe we 
have to do with here} there muſt be ſuch 
an oblivion of every former wrong, as will 
prevent the renewal of any thing materially 
_ exceptionable. We are told by our bleſſed 
Lord, that bare profeſſion is nothing worth, 
nor can any good effect take place, if we 
forgive not from the heart ; which is as ſtrong 
an expreſſion as words can form, to prove 
X 4 that 


GED. 


that the. reconciliation muſt be entirely Gs 
from any latent particle of recollection that 
can affect its purity: though we cannot de- 
firoy the mental powers, we muſt avoid, as 
much as poſſible, every retroſpect to paſt 
events; for whilſt we dwell on zheſe, we 
ſhall be apt to favour ourſelves too much, 
which will render it difficult, if not im- 
poſſible, to make much progreſs in the diſ- 
play of genuine kindneſs. i 
A ſtrict attention to this e upon 
the mind, in order to render our forgiveneſs 
perfect, may likewiſe be deduced from the 
application of the very word we uſe to con- 
vey our meaning in this matter; QBLIVION | 
| being derived from the moſt copious and 
expreflive language, in which, forgetfulneſs, 
and abſolute forgiveneſs, have the /ame term 
for both: and that it is not impracticable for 
the human mind to arrive at this refine- 
ment, even independent of Chriſtian obli- 
gation, we have the authority of heathen 
information; it being finely ſaid by the 
Roman orator, to depict the junction of 
intellectual and moral excellence, and to en- 
hance the dignity of the benevolent cha- 
rafter, "wk that nothing was ever known to 
; Wes __ 


= 


'* eſcape the memory of his friend, but the 
* WRONGS he had received.“ 

_ There is a maxim, however, that nearly 
relates to this part of our ſubject, and which 
contains more truth, and helps better to 
illuſtrate the d;finfion IT am tracing, than 
the poor apology we have juſt examined; 
which is, that the perſon injured more 
« readily forgives, than the party that in- 
* tended injury: and, as I believe this is 
allowed inconteſtable by the accurate ob- 
ſervers of thoſe motives that actuate the 
human mind, it affords a fair concluſion, - 
that where a free and open regret for paſt 
diflenfions is diſcovered, and overtures of 
peace are ſucceſſively rejected, the perſon 
amicably diſpoſed is moſt likely to have 
been aggrieved than the aggreſſor. And 
the reaſon ſeems evident why it ſhould be 
ſo; for, in the firſt place, the mind that 
ſhews a natural inclination to cheriſh be- 
nevolence, is not likely to have committed 
any eſſential injury; whereas the con- 
trary may be ſuſpected from a different 
temper and deportment: for he who hath 
wilfully done, or deſigned, a wrong, muſt 
be ſo conſcious of his error, aud of the hurt- 


be, 
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ful effect ſuch an evil would have bnd upon 
himſelf, that he can hardly think it poſſible 
to forgive, being ſo deeply contaminated by 
the ſelfiſh principle: the weight he has 
upon his conſcience will not admit a gueſt 
of fo different a complexion ; they cannot 
grow in the ſame ſoil; the quality of one 
muſt be meliorated to make room for the 
other. To overlook treſpaſſes that have been 
excited by our own fault, implies a contra- 
diction that cannot eafily be reconciled on 
the principles that determine a conſiſtent 
mode of acting; it is much the ſame as 
to confeſs oneſelf to have been wrong, which 
the pride of a ps: ſpirit will never 

eld to. | 

On the other hand, where no deſire of 
alive preference or other injurious motives 
have been predominant, an argument of 
innocence may fairly be deduced from an 
anxious zeal for reconciliation. In a caſe of 
this deſcription, even the erer would be 
the happieſt of the two; for when hrs 


mind is liberated from the rough affaults 
vhich obſtru& the exerciſe of the nobler 


faculties, the better part of nature takes the 


Lead. He laments moſt cordially the cor- 


roding 


— 


7 
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roding evils paſt; is ſorry for the anxiety 

or pain he may have cauſed his adverſary ; 

places the trials and inconvenience. he hath 

himſelf endured to the mutual infirmitx 

and depravity of nature; and is earneſt to 

ſeal his ſincerity by forgiving others, as he 

wiſhes to be forgiven, and exemplifying it 

by every goed office or kind attention his 

ſituation will admit. | 

In ſhort, ſo comfortable in reality i is the 

ſtate of one party to himſelf, and ſo cal- 

culated is his conduct to obtain the praiſe of 

all good men, that, if a forgiving temper 

did not actually convey the higheſt . and 

moſt warrantable ſelf-complacency, it would 

be both political and prudent, from the ſe- 

-veral conſiderations ſpecified, to ſtrive for 

ſome claim to ſo heroic a competition. 

The wiſdom of it, in a worldly ſenſe, is 

founded on that principle which is allowed 

to preſide. over all temporal good, ſelf-in- 

tereſt ; and the neceſſity of it, in an article 

of much more important concern, is con- 

firmed by the authority of holy writ: 
© Forgive, and ye ſhall be forgiven ;!! in 

the ſenſe both of command and invigorat- 
ing condition. 


0 


1 ſhall 
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I ſhall now proceed to the ſecond thing 
propoſed for our conſideration—The bale- 
ful effect of an unrelenting ſpirit, both 
upon ourſelves, and thoſe with whom we 
are connected. | 

Now as a ſpirit of wiſ@uretbels doth 
rather indicate a degree of guilt,” when cool 
reflection interferes, it neceſſarily muſt cre- 
ate occaſional diſquietude : for unleſs a 
man 1s become quite callous to every ge- 
nerous feeling, and indifferent to the ſen- 
timents of mankind concerning him, he 
muſt be hurt at being thought poſſeſſed of 
the very fouleſt quality that can be painted; 
eſpecially as the eſtimate will. be made by 
thoſe whoſe decifion it moſt concerns us 
to deſerve, the peaccable and good. But, 
as it happens with every diſorder both of 
body and mind, if the progreſs 1s not checked 
m que ſeaſon, it hourly becomes more dif- 
ficult to cure, ſo doth the unforgiving 
temper attract additional malignity by time; 
fabricating freſh materials to ſupport the 
error of our perverſeneſs. and poiſoning the 
mind till it is in a manner paſt reform. 
Thus the malady becomes doubly grievous 


In a perſonal ſenſe, in that it rs fo peculiarly 
x calculated 


41 aw } 


calculated to inflame every noxious pro- 
perty, to eradicate every kind one; and 
thus expoſe us to the juſt condemnation of 
every candid and generous obſerver. 

Nor is its influence upon ſociety leſs 
fatal. Our connections are too often in- 
duced to take part in our diſputes: their par- 
tiality is excited, and their cenſures let 
looſe, according to their attachment to the 
principals, and their biaſſed judgments as 
to the merits of the cauſe. It is too ob- 
vious, that hereby freſh grounds of diſcord 
and diſunion take place; coolneſs, and often 
contempt, enſue, where the moſt tender 
friendſhips had formerly flouriſhed ; and the 
miſchief extends to numbers, through the 
dire influence of pride, or weaknels, or a re- 
ſentful ſpirit, in one. Nay, the curſe of 
| ſuch unhappy feuds, and unchriſtian grudges, 
is often entailed upon poſterity, In a re- 
ligious point of view, this ſhould be a mo- 
mentous diſſuaſive againſt harbouring all 
bitter ſtrife, leſt it ſhould be tranſmitted to 
the future detriment of thoſe moft dear tous: 
tor the promiſe is, „that the fins of the 
+ fathers ſhall be viſited upon the children, 
* even to the third and fourth generation: 

and 
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and as this is doubtleſs one of moſt enor⸗- 
mous magnitude, by holding out againſt 
the admonitions of reaſon and ſcripture, we 
may unhappily inſtil the poiſon into them, 
which is ſo ſweet for the preſent to our 
own' vitiated diſpoſition ; or, by neglect to 
prevent any hurtful prejudices taking root 


(which will produce the fame bad effect), 


we thereby train them up in our particular 
failings, and involve them in the puniſh- 


ment of treſpaſſes, that will in time be- 


come their own, and which - might have 
been avoided, by preparing them for the in- 
heritance and culture of a different quality: 
for it is natural for them to indulge unfa- 
vourable prepoſſeſſions againſt thoſe perſons 
whom, from their earlieſt years, they have 
been | accuſtomed to hear depreciated and 
condemned. 

If we duly. reflected upon the abundant 
ſtore of trouble that may poſſibly attend 
our innocent progeny in their paſſage 
through this vale of miſery and viciſſitude, 
and upon the conflict they will neceflarily . 
have with their own paſſions, and the rubs 
they. may meet with from others in the 


promtſcuous ſcenes of life; furely it will 
on” afford 


Fi Cl 3 
afford them ſad trial enough, without cru» 
elly ſubjecting them to additional matter of 
ſorrow, by bequeathing them a fancied 
ſhare in our unſettled differences and ran- 
corous diſlikes. This ſeems the worſt ap- 
pendage, in a temporal light, to the perni- 
cious temper I am willing to expoſe, and 
correct by every poſſible argument. Its 
evil tendency in our own perſons, and in- 
fectious conſequence to the community we 
belong to, might be ſtill further illuſtrated 
by many other inſtances; but as it is a 
quality, that, when grown 1nveterate, does 
not eaſily yield to human perſuaſion, it 
would be waſte of time to produce any 
but the moſt evident and affecting proofs 
of its malignant nature and influence: I 
ſhall therefore haſten to the laſt and moſt 
weighty motive that can be urged, to guard 
us againſt encouraging the growth of ſuch 


a e and treacherous diſorder, which 
is, : 


Ls The ſerious importance of the con» 
dition of our correcting this ſinful habit, 0 
continuing to poſſeſs it. 

In treating what concerns this moſt eſ⸗ 
ſential part of the ſubject, I ſhall be in- 
duced to expatiate upon the condition in two 

different 


( g9@ 3 
different points of view ; and having beer 
already rather diffuſe, I will contrive to be 
as conciſe and cloſe as poſſible in my me- 
thod. It is to be hoped, that in ſome 

caſes, where reaſon has not ſufficient power 
to urge men to their duty, the arguments 
with which * religion abounds may be em- 
ployed with more ſucceſs. Men are not 
always aware of the fatal tendency of cer 
tain tempers, to decide their final happineſs 
or miſery ; neither are they properly awake 
| to this moſt ſerious truth, that every tranſ- 
| ation of their lives will be weighed in the 
f balance of unerring judgment ; that, in the 
| eſtimate which will pronounce their fitneſs for 
reward or puniſhment, nothing will be com 
ſidered but upon religious principle; that, 
by a creature framed for diſcipline and pro- 
bation, in order to figure in a better ſtate, 
= nothing ſhould be performed abſtracted from 
this rule. They erroneouſly ſuppoſe, that 
reaſon and religion are unconnected; that 
ſome things may be qualified by their own 
partial judgment, of which religion will 
take no cognizance; that the latter im- 
_—_ often too hard a taſk, and that the 
other, 


Ut quos ratio non poſſe, eos ad officium religio 
duceret. 5 | Clic. 
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other, as an independent guide, may be ſe- 
duced to ſide with their partial inclinations. 
And why do they frame this fond hypo- 
theſis? Becauſe religion would immediately 
detect the cheat they put upon themſelves. 
All this is no leſs dangerous than falſe. 
Reaſon is given to lead us to revelation ; 
it is not religion itſelf, but a light to ſhew 
us the purity and neceſſity of it. When, 
therefore, men have courage to bring their 
actions and diſpoſitions to the ſtrict teſt of 
religious ſerutiny, they ſoon perceive the 
veil their own ſelf- love has caſt over rea- 
ſon; which alone will rarely effect the 
change that may be required. In this caſe 
then we muſt appeal to religion, as the court 
of chancery to the mind, and conſider the 
other (when void of this ſuperior influ- | 
ence) as the common law, liable to a 
thouſand quirks and quibbles, when wreſted 
according to the genius, the ingenuity, or 
miſapplication of its directors. Therefore, 
as the virtue recommended in the text is 
perhaps among the hardeſt taſks in nature 
to attain to perfectly, in the true ſpirit of 
evangelical injunction, and conſequently 
pProportionably expedient, as replete with 
Vo! 1 danger, 


„ Þ 


danger, we muſt have recourſe to the con- 
dition as a remedy. _ 5 

The precept is very explicit and com- 
plete; it implies the fulleſt remiſſion - of 
every treſpaſs, however aggravating or re- 
peated. © I ſay not unto thee until ſeven 
„times, but until ſeventy times ſeven.” 
There is no plea left for exception or eva- 
ſion, and that there ſhould not is moſt na- 
tural and right; for if we advert to the 
fpirit of theſe words, Forgive us, as we 
forgive our debtor,” the petition and ſen- 
tence 60h, proceed from our own meaſure 
of judgment: we cannot, without felt- 
condemnation, but do in this caſe as we- 
would be done by; and if we only ſuffer a 
moment's humble recollection to take place, 
how will the mercy of God preponderate. 
towards ourſelves, in compariſon of the ut- 
moſt lenity we can ſhew our brethren * 
What proportion, I ſay, can the greateſt. . 
provocation or indignity we can receive from 
one another bear to the numerous offences 
and ingratitude we are continually com- 
mitting againſt our heavenly Father? At 
the very bet we are unprofitable ' ſervants; 


and, from the firſt exerciſe of our reaſon 
' 7. "and 
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and paſſions, we have all perverted them both, 
and become deſperately unworthy. If we are 


bleſt with riches, power, or health, how im- 
properly do weemploy generally theſe talents, 
how foreign from the good intent with 
which they were beſtowed ! Inſtead of grate- 
fully converting them to his glory or praiſe, 


are they not often conſumed and proftituted 


to his diſhonour and our diſgrace * How lit- 
tle do we conſider the majeſty of the ſu- 

preme Director in any caſe ! and though in- 
debted to him for our very being, and, from 
our cradle to our grave, for every protection 


and comfort we enjoy, how do we tram 


ple on his laws, deſpiſe his admonitions, 
and provoke his wrath ! Our tranſgreſſions 
are of ſuch magnitude and evil quality as 
to merit eternal -puniſhment; they are com- 
mitted againſt a Being ſo pure, ſo good, and 
ſo long ſuffering, that it aggravates their 
enormity; and yet we are averſe from over- 
looking the treſpaſſes of a fellow- creature, 
prone to error like ourſelves, perhaps from 
bare miſtake of judgment, or by too ready 
yielding to the ſame paſſions we have not 
been able to ſubdue. In this we aſſimilate 


ourſelves to the cruel and wicked ſervant in 
| | k 8 the 
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the chapter whence the text is Alen nay | 
worſe, we reſemble the, infernal ſpirits 
themſelves, whoſe rebellion following their 
pride and ſelfiſh will, prevents their relent- 
ing, though they feel their guilt. Shame on 
ſuch foul hypocriſy and ingratitude ! If we 
were now arraigned before the awful ſeat of 
rigid juſtice, and, ſtripped of all our vain 
pretenſions and ene arts to ſcreen our 
preſent perverſeneſs, we were to receive no 
more mercy than what we often ſhew, we 
could have no manner of reaſon to complain: 
we are forgiven As we forgive. But our 
moſt merciful and heavenly Father, not 
willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all 
ſhould come to the iruth and be ſaved, holds 
out this double confideration-—Chooſe life, or 
death. If ye forgive men their treſpaſſes, 
your Father will forgive you: therefore 
chooſe life. If ye forgive not, neither will 
your Father forgive you. Tremble at 
the alternative! What! have the end- 
leſs ſcenes of bliſs no charms ? Is the foul 
ſo contaminated by its earthly frame, that 
| it feels no wiſh to ſoar, to taſte a purer 
light, to revel in the ſociety of bleſſed ſpi- 
its, to explore the aſtoniſhing works of the 
| celeſtial 
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celeſtial world, and traverſe with ſecurity 
and eaſe thoſe regions of wonder and de- 
light; to experience the joys of an uncor- 
rupted ſtate; to learn the' myſteries and 
mercies- of God's providence, and trace the 
marvellous links which now perplex our 
judgment and elude our ſearch; and to 
contemplate the wiſdom of the grand deſign? 
Feel we no deſire to join the heavenly choir 
in endleſs praiſes of the dread Lord of all 
theſe joys ; and once more meet the im- 
proved forms of thoſe we venerated here, 
and humbly truſt they now participate 
this happineſs? Or has the grave and ſecond 
death no terrors? Can a rational being en- 
dure the thought of endleſs miſery, and not 
uſe the rational means to avert the ſentence ? 
Shall the idea of falling into nought raiſe 
horror; and ſhall the ſolemn oath and ſen- 
tence of the Omnipotent have no effect? 
Can riches, honours, power, learning or 
underſtanding, aught avail in the hour of 
death or at. the day of judgment, without 
an intereſt in real virtue, and dependence 
upon God through Jeſus Chrilt ? What 
would it profit a man to gain the whole 
world at PRO: and loſe his - foul - at 

| laſt ? 
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laſt? or what can be given in exchange for 
that immortal part of us? Let thefe im- 
portant conſiderations penetrate our hearts. 
The irretrievable event hangs upon this 


ſingle clauſe, Forgive, and yeſballbe forgiven. 


Can any be ſo mad as to demur? The con- 


dition is -prefled upon us from unbounded 


love, and ſo clear and reaſonable, that out 


of our own mouth we ſhall be condemned, 


and God be juſtified in judgment. 


Our deadly foe, knowing the powerful 
effect of charity on the mind, to purify our 


nature and to attract our Maker's favour, 
is ever buſy to ſuggeſt expedients to defeat 


our happineſs. Sometimes he prolongs our 


return to duty through the medium of our 


pride, inſinuating that to paſs by an injury 
indicates a poverty of ſpirit beneath the dig- 


nity of man: whereas the contrary is the 


truth ; and nothing can be more heroic than 


to ſubdue oneſelf, or more angelic than 


to forgive. To the poor in ſpirit, in this an- 
gelic ſenſe, belongs by promiſe even the 
lingdom of heaven. At other times men 
ſatisfy themſelves in 7hzs, as for their gene- 
ral faults, that they tt repent ar left. > + 


Me know, hes daily W that when 
men 


A 
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men approach their laſt home, 1 are ge- 


nerally willing to declare that they are in 


charity with the world, that ee all 


men well, and are ready to forgive their ene- 


mies. Having no longer any part in the 
tranſactions of this life, and knowing it is 
not in the power of any mortal to cauſe them 
further trouble or vexation, it is an eaſy 


matter to make a verbal confeſſion to this | 


effect, eſpecially when the condition recurs., 
In like manner the moſt profligate ſinner, 
when his carnal paſſions no longer afford a 
trial of virtue, his appetites are languid as 


his body, and death and his troubled con- 


ſcience ſtare him in the face, is eager enough 
to expreſs his ſorrow for what is paſt, and 
to promiſe a reſolution of reformation were 
it poſſible to recover: but unleſs God touches 
the heart by a miracle, we have no 

ground to think that the man who has foſ- 


tered a malicious and revengeful ſtate of 


mind for years; who has ſo long ſtood. 
out againſt the united force of reafon 
and the calls of: duty, or all his life per- 
ſiſted in moſt flagitious courſes—that either 
ihould at once admit a ſanctifying (| pirit of 


perfect charity, or obtain ſuch purity of- 
4 . 
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heart, as would be able to reſiſt tempfation' 
if renewed, and produce works meet for re- 


cheat themſelves of all that is valuable: 


world. How affecting is the idea of eter- 
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pentance. God only knows the heart whe- 
ther it be ſincere, and how far conviction 
might effect converſion; but it cannot be 
generally admitted as a ſafe experiment; 
nor, in the nature of things, is it likely it 
ſhould be ſo. Thus men fall into the laſt 
and: moſt dangerous ſnare of the devil, aud 


while health, and ſtrength, and reaſon would 
aſſiſt, they obſtinately oppoſe their own 
happineſs, and graſp at the condition, when 
they can no longer aſſure their own purpoſe. 
' Gracious Heaven! can nothing ſoften the 
obduracy of the human heart in the accepted 
time? Let us for a moment contemplate 
the awful period of our ſeparation from this 


nity, that unknown region whence no tra- 
veller returns! How neceſſary to A 
a ſcene of unmixed purity and bliſs! How 
indiſpenſable ſome e for a ſeat 
among the righteous! and how vain to ex- 
pect admittance to the heavenly banquet 
without the wedding garment! What ter- 
ror accompanies the approaching proſpect! 
What 


% 


. 


What agonizing deſpondebey beſets the be- 
wildered ſoul, on fancying itſelf the object 
of wrath and juſtice, inſtead of mercy! And 
how is it poſſible we can eſcape, if we per- 
ſiſt in adding actual guilt to natural de- 
pravity ; if we pollute and fee! the mind 
almoſt beyond a poflibility of recovery; if 
we continue 1n unforgiveneſs and ſtubborn 
diſinclination towards Chriſtian unity, and 
an. oblivion of paſt. grievances ? But ſup- 
poſing the ſecond death ſhould not ſucceed 
our immediate ſeparation from the body, 
which is the ſterile hope of ſome, and that 
| inſenſibility for ages ſhould retard percep- 
tion and final judgment, what would be 
gained by. ſuch. a fact? As the tree falls, 
ſo will it lie: what ſets cloſe to the heart 
at night, will pay its fr/ viſit to the me- 


mory in the morning. In that ſleep of 


death, there will be no opportunity for 
reformation, If we depart in rancour, with- 
out having fulfilled the taſk enjoined in the 
text, we ſhall hardly awake poſſeſſed of 
purifying charity, and brotherly love. 
He only is blefled who dieth in the Lord; 
and he who dieth in the intereſts of his 
bittereſt enemy, enflaved to his moſt deadly 

Vor. . 2 ſnate, 
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ſnare, can only expect to reap the fruits . 
the corruption he hath cultivated. 

When the voice of the archangel ſhall 
ſound the moment of our change, and the 
bright refulgence of celeſtial glory reveal the 
majeſty of the immaculate Judge, how ſhall 
we look on him whom we have prerced ? 
Whar plea ſhall the relentleſs make to Him, 
who forgave. his cruelleſt enemies, who 
prayed for them, who died to fave his mu- 
derers ? Can the mercileſs expect to obram 
mercy; or the foe to peace-making rank | 
with the children of God? No: divine re- 
velation hath decided it.“ He that is 
5 unjuſt, let him be unjuſt ſtill; and he 
i 5 is filthy, let him be filthy ſtill: 

* he that is righteous, let him be righ- 

* teous ſtill ; and he that is holy, let him 
& be, holy ſtill, And behold, I come 

6 quickly, and my reward 1s with me, 

** to give to every one 1 8 as his 
Work ſhall be.“ 

The ſeal is put upon men's characters 
at the hour of their departure from this 
N ſcene of trial. The word of God pronounce 
eth poſitively on the caſe, leaving no hope 
cyen for the delay of puniſhment 3 for we 
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ate there affiired, that-when the Wut bf 
men are ſeparated from their bodies, they 
are conveyed immediately to a ſtate of hap- 
pineſs, where they rg in hope; or to a re- 
gion of remorſe and woe, fitting their evil 
deeds, and preparatory to their final doom. 
O may theſe ſolemn reflections rouſe us to 
eſcape the threatening danger! Let us work 
while it is day to redeem the time, and 
undo, by future meekneſs and humility of 
ſpirit, the impurity we may have contracted, 
by yielding too long to the oppoſite temper. 
Let us make haſte to agree with our adver- 
ſary whilſt we are in the way with him, 
and atone by Chriſtian vigilance for that 
hardneſs of heart, that will render us fit 
companions for none but evil ſpirits. Whilſt 
a fellow finner like ourſelves would fain 
be reconciled, and craves remiſſion for the 
venial treſpaſſes he may have committed, 
let us cheerfully embrace the bleſſed op- 
portunity of being tender-hearted, leſt the 
dread ſentence be irrevocably regiſtered 
againſt us of cruel and wicked ſervants ; 
and He, whom we have ſo foully offended 
during the whole courſe of our lives, and is 
yet ſo een as to propoſe the moſt na- 
tural 
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tural terms of pardon—leſt Be, to On 
we can pay nothing equivalent to the debt 
we owe him (though we give all we have), 
: in his juſt wrath at our provoking inhu- 
manity, ſhould deliver us to the tormen- 


4 tors, and inflict the puniſhment due to our 
1 complicated tranſgreſſions. Let us take 

_ | heed in time: for verily, faith Chriſt, thus 

1 | thall my heavenly Father do to you, if; 
| ye from your hearts forgive not very ons 
| his brother their treſpaſſes. PE 

0 | Now, &c. : | 
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